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intelligent and worth) 0 10 Refs [ou 
cietiet do Gar ge th were 5 
laid abde, as belag ftr feanty; cc net ace: 
knowlelged by'forne7"# rue he Tell 


gen ef Cn ry 


5 of retardin; hot 
which ir Sigh to have among all that 
feſs it, and among all nations Were it 
hitherto unkngwre a n bee tug Noo ; 
(0 36179 no rragagarrizela nid] ., 
Wir know the gend Eftects chat Attendell 
the friendly remôßſtrancrs] And difret 
ropoſats; of Dr. Bürnet to che wag 7 = 
of Switzerlind ;wh&fid/theth(aves hath 
to this' day, and probably"*always will” 
WITT ITE ("ag 


TE 34. ') 
— 4 WIG 
at: his requeſt. 10 Fre Ret 17757 N bart they 
8. ee d dane 30; of eee 
with regard to dhe articles: of; 
g e, to uhhich ſubſcription is re- 
aeg gene 3 n e le 
be fairly and impartially conſidered, varlt 
TOLL GE Wt: ff HI: 4 he 6 wat xook 
„Wanpurz qur:good reformers, ih- che 
very infancy, of the tion, when they 
Pure hut juſt emerging out of the abyls of 
0 ry e eren 


| ene huts eo ng twilight, 
and, th. . Hs Ace 


95 — 5 
in N eee 
did, to m in judgement upon cauſes; 
yet ſufficiently diſeuſſeg, 
uncertainties and vchturing tn think and 
Nane 8 me nin age poites 
rigy ? a WILD br th Sek bn de 1 
27 1 Ack U 12 or I Atte hrs 1 07 
Wr Tun thete be det diene inſtances 
opon record, of their imperfection in ſerip- 
tute- knowledge, and other ſciences; both 
ſince improved to a degree far; beyond any 
thing they eould then have imagined? And 
whether therefore they did right, in that 
ay of immaturity, and continual W, 


(615053 | 
t-preſeribe a fyllerd/of Faith and. 46Qrink, 
conſiſting of a great variety of conttorerted 
propoſitions, to be a ſtanding rule and Pere 
petual teſt of 'opinidins; and even of 
ſeiences; and & thicuinber-diviges\wi 
ſet of notion,  the!)not yet proved,” which 

ſheuld | ſubmit. to as ſacred truths, and 

upon as maxims never to be contra- 
1 egg ar SS 7 iN d l) 

0 ack t e eee Ai? 5 6d da eee . 
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riors, vas not an aſſum agi 
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| | . 
their And wht” ſeritiments" which were 
not öf theic "wh. native growth. And cu. 
tures ing and laying a 

their future ſtudies and inquiries,: and par- 
K heit ſearches into the holy ſcxip. 


ture, endeavouxing to inyeſtigate the true. 
ſenſe thereof, to teſeue it from ſalie: gloſſes, 
be 


and by their critical r OW led 

in things divine, to tendet themſelyes <a 
miniſters of the Ne Teſtament T- F — 
whether the whele of this proceedir 

not an impoſfitich which our, reformes bad 


no right, no — from their 2 
er, 


| {( 226 \) 
Jexgreve; over Mer. cello, 
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5 WoU kd, t hang be ficient 
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ers, tech 
Leet oughts, to 2 ! 


. 6 1 aki g diane r N 
(e) „unde p reed; 5 
Aar — was but —— 
8 ES 
that their- a — at on ES 
_ chat es tener 
rinci r re | 
King cat SAL red be —_ 0 
— — — — 
meanly age. es Oe Gaye of t 
TH we can venture to lay, that great 4 ms 
have been made in 'theokdglca 9 8 n There- 
fore to impede- the courſe, ot ſtpp Key ro of 
that learning, or to male the ORF ws Kras 
"ge to be, * ſtandard of ours, to tie us own 
an 7 narrow tenets or ſyſtems prevailing i in thoſe ki 22.9 
d be doing am injury to? our reaſon and Nen, 
and laying us — — God and 
and the chriſtian gevela not laid us. Je 
would, in ſhort, 17925 ID the Tame upon the w ole, 
a5 attempting to <©' re-eſtabliſh” the Axiſtotelian phi- 
loſophy, or to _ — — 
bave — invented ſince the 
—— What a fine piece of v =o on either of theſe 
attempts make, in theſe days of greater light, and nobler 
diſcoveries? - 8 


4 


bk 4 > 
Fiat is G0 2A ant 
religion, what their doctrine, what their 
mode of worthip, what their rule of church 
government, in ſhort, what the church 


England was, as diſtin and re- 
rn from popery e bean 


done in a full and clear manner by the ex- 


cellent Biſhop ue (d), without requiring 
erintian from otbert, tho they might 
— * and very ſubſeri · 


have | 
bod. theſe things 1hem/elver," to give them 
the greater Gndioh ?—And fuok. a ſanction 


t have rendered all other @bſcriptions 


needleſs, men going into ordets; of 
being into benefices;, would fre rely 
and willingly make: and ſubſcribe. ſome ſ 


declarations and. ſes,” as thoſe; which 
have 1 been „ to e 
« at 3 (H ' 24 44 5-357 293. 

xe; Non think, —— what I have 
aid, that Tam averſe to Al declarations of 
faith. I have juſt now intimated the con- 
_— My ieren iert in chi 


Turxz may vety 5 . 1 think; be 4 
public 4 faith and union, in 
any church or religious community, with- 
- out tid, formal 83 The 


y W 1 v7 + * 8 151 "TY; A 4 W 


TH — 
(e Apology of the church of England, 
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whole of true religion; both as to doctrine 
and practice (for I would comprehend 3orh) 
might be ſet forth in a narrow--compaſs; 
and in the plaineſt words. And indeed, 
for my own part, I could rather wiſh that 
ſuch A declaration, if any, ſhould de ex. 
hibite in words of Scripture 3 Which 
might well and eaſily be * propolin 
only to point out the gran a priciphes a 
duties of religion as there delivered,” 50 
being intitled, e e Fy view" of" the 2 


Nin religion a. e, 
lee or churches Fes YA 43 


0 Br pleaſed 1 to note. MaiVeldifighdwaks 4 
ue, in drawing up their ſyſtematical 
formularies of confefſſin, have u 1 
made religion to conſiſt chiefly in 
and tenets, and thoſe wares! couched in 
terms of doubtful dif putation, overlooking 
the while, or Gubin ying Teſs regard to, the 
great defign of hriſtianity, in dne genuin of 
ſpirit, tempers and "graces, and moſt im- 
portant duties and praQtive, of this Uivike 
religion; ; tho' theſe be, in a manner, all 
in all, and would muell ſooner and more | 
effectually unite men in their religious pro- 
feſſion as a community. of chfHffians and 
fincere believers, than any ot hey methods or 
ſchemes of union: Which, as hitherto ge- 
nerally managed, have rather widened than 


4. 9 » - | | 
cloſed. the c eee to be made 


up, | V. 3 X£4.8; 1017 331.331 ans 
nenen Ih 12201. 391 cl ai 
In hort, IL. "&y ti iini ee 


5 TRUSE Points, e notions 

25 terms of art, unknown to che ron 

ſcriptures, will neyer unite, chriſtiat We 
nor will any impoſitions vhatlerer of this 

Kind. The only way is, to 80 directly to. 

the fountain-head, to. draw from "thence, 

our ſentiments of revealed religion, to be 
wiſely and thankfully content therewith, 

and, Taſtead of 2 our oundation, 


to enlarge gur chert. , 


.Tzar our charity. not A ed bur” 
rather. contracted. by aa gle | can, I 
think, be, pretty 185 if from no other 
inſtances, Net from { ome part or parts 0 


that 0 now. carried an upon the * | 


ject of Jub/cr Hons... N will "alway: 


e calc, w 85 i: Fo pigs) is not 
ar where the 


— G44; be or 

points to, debe 15 either obſcure 
and, jntricate themſelves, or expreſſed 
in ter T 1080 11 0 clear and b 4 
or where the doctrine afferted is doubt- 


ful and. ma uſtl ought to exceed 
th he. 1 bound FLY Bk el * written”. 


mon- 
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02 
monſtrances, and bickerings, will be in a 
manner inevitable. The cauſes remaining, 
the ame will enſue in ub yrs 
10 8 * this may be the caſe with forme 
of our articles, or any other points to which 
ſubſcription is required, I need not here 
ſuggeſt: The effects are;vighle; and every 
ile, and good man, Jaments: the ;cauſes, 
wiſhing they may.in-duatioie.thy.the. moſt 
Feabble and prudent management, be cither 
totally removed, r ax eaſt permitted. to 
remain in..a, tate, of reſt, and unmgticed ; 
having no oi POET. to create conten- 
tions. % ett fernghoquh Zuid 
pid 
Wixn regard to thoſe which are at pre- 
N ſent on foot upon theſe. topics, e cannot 
but think it unhappy, that ſuch miſunder- 
ſtandings, breaches. of love, irritations of 
temper, trials af ſkill, and incivilities, ſhould 
ſabliſt, among brethren; — among fellow- - 
chriſtians,  fellow- ts, fellow-ſub- 
Jets, and fellow-clergymen ; all educated 
in, and continuing members of, the ſame 
reformed church; and alſo, we may ſuppoſe, 


tharing more or leſs in its emotuments. | 


Iri is much to boi that i in all GY 
ters of diſpute between ſuch men, the diſa- 


greeing parties would write, in a manner, 
and 


695 
and with a temper; becoming perſons -of 
liberal edueation, and never give way to 
any of thoſe ill humours and paſſions, how 


common ſoever in modern controverſies, 


which dre a diſgrace" to their yy 
and a confilibltaen to 1 


nl ſhould of; 1 of this ae 
ter, Aiſzulſing 2 point of theology, to be 
always civil and decent towards each other, 
free and ingenuous, not itnperious and dog- 
matical, and ſtiff in their opinions, and 
(What is the natural conſequence of ſuch 
ſtiffnels, and too frequently ſeen in over- 
bearing wy jen TI e contra · 
dition. I ; 46h) 


2 eee civflized: 
men, every ching little, low and mean; 
every degree of prevarication and ſhuffling 
every art of evading the force of an argu- 
ment of raiſmg duſt perplexing the ſub- 
jet, exciting? the®palotis, or throwing o- 
dium up6n+ at? Gppenent';*hould with a 
greatneſs of nd bi diſdained and avoided z 
anch evety thing en t- the rain) point 
in vie] r Which alone (ould - — ho, 
and ſteadily purſued; and always will be 
ſo where As 6 ſincerely at truth; and 
Have no private/ intereſts in view, no per- 
IE no ſecret ſpleen or antipathy 
C 3 againſt. 


0 an) 
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sd st Wiel 


Windeln adverſary 
as moſt diſputants are, to ſyſtematical pre- 


judibes,! and re e . 


et non. 
.nDrevvir es would thenibs much Aorier 
and” clearer than they genatally are, and 
impartial inquirers would more readily diſ- 
cern on vhich ſiderof à queſtion the real 
merits of the caulo did chief nenn, 

ante form wztuonr nnd bhinkyis 1d 
Jo cloſe bun the whole: of theſe 'reflec- 
tions. 0 dannn ih . be l 
10 tan 11 353009 Rod ien e ai. 16 2 
II is:too . 
in hiſtory, how much detriment hath been 
done to the chriſtian religion, and. to the 
church of Chriſt, by the impoſition of cer- 
tain tenets and — und by too 
rigorouſly infiſting upon r 

them. Foreign churches have ſu 

experienced the ill effects of thoſe unſalu- 
tary meaſures. Our own'hath ſuffered, 
more than it hath been benefited, by ſuch 
proceedings Ever ſinet articles and ſub- 
 ſeriptions have been laid upon the clergy of 
this church, profeſſing proteſtant freedom, 
there have been diſlikes, reluctances, and 
remenſtrances againſt them, as incroaching 
upon that freedom. Our parliament alone 
gave authority to thoſe injunctions: Our 


parliament can order that they ſhall be no 
more 
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Ir may become rem nd att: * 
patriots, to inquire into the matter, to. ſift 
it thorowly, to ſet forth the hardſhips of 
impoſitions, to uſe their ĩntereſt void. men 
in authority, to exeft their teaſoningt in 
favour of chriſtian liberty, and freedom of 
judgement ; and, in ſhort, to prevail, if 
poſſible, or as far as poſſible, in the way of 
prudence, and at a proper ſeaſon, that a 
public motion may be made to this pur- 
poſe. — Their generous endeayours,. and 
deſireable ſucceſs herein, if that ſuccels may 
be attained, would oblige numbers of the 
moſt conſcientious, learned, and reputable 
clergy in the nation; would do credit and 
| ſervice to the church of England; and the 
greateſt honour to tener, as 286 heſt 
friends: and patrons, C th 44 
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Tur late acts for gien masridges, 
and altering the ſtyle, tho they have affected 
ſome of our rubrics; — and the act ſor 
allowing farther time to clergymen to take 
the oaths to the government after inſtitu- 
tion; give us ſome reaſonable 1964 == 
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ONE thing is particularly obſeryable, in 
the ae FY of the N 
have engaged againſt the 
they have never IE Font, 
and full merit of the cauſe,” but ſeem. to 
have ſtudiouſly declined it, keeping for the 
moſt part, or very often, the A nd err 
tion out of fight, and deviating to infetior 
topics, which are of little or no-concern 
to the main ins in 2 and ſerve 
to petplex the. ſubject, out 
proceed 


the conteſts about it : W. way 
ing, in my opinion, unbecoming generous 
| Ks, — riends to truth; and, rh 
more, not like to do ſervice, in the 
to any cauſe. So far from this, 15 men 
of diſcernment, ho ſeek for truth ar 
in the midſt of diſputes, and ol ft 
put off with ſhifts and evafions, will tg 
from hence, that the cauſe eſpouſed 

thoſe writers, how warmly A. 2 
ted by them, labours under difficulties 
which cannot fairly be removed; eſpeci - 
ally when maintained by men of known abi 
lities in other branches of ſcience, and who 
evidently want not the greateſt good will 

to 


70 ut) ) 
ſet off this article, in their ſenſe of it, 
o the beſt advantage: And it may reaſbn- 
ably. ke pteſumed, teh have hitbärto danc 


all in their powgfita cure their ends. 


; Ohe hey, N e but ot 


| Bunch o WAL : 
| 08 hats g on the oppo- 


fe 2 haye rather gane 175 of their Way 

ome TIT og Nate or inxali ha Serta) 

557 Fig 105 12 19 19 ries, by 7 blk 
| düght, Was very lit- 


2 and therefore the ob- 
1 85 55 'as little regarded 
| 128 rea 28 92 would 1 5 55 
eir tion 37 awn off, by ſu 
F - ents, * * that great an Ag EY 
Ar SnquiriEs. - e n ni 474 
1 back Ls 8 79 lcarly 10 
105 5 Tye e y proper 
6% 5 1 no defence, 
er 5 5 oceaſions, and in re- 
kat jc {ome particulars | of moment; and 
ill, for the molt patt, make its way by 
o TEES, and gain the approbation of can- 
and difintereſted men, without ſuch 
agree ons to ſecure it. Which, neverthe- 
leſs, I ſpeak not in diſparagement of the 
learned 1. of this cauſe: A cauſe 


ay will always ſtand its ground, and will 
always 


0829 3 
always. be.abetthd:byi able coddjutcirs, oY 


long as it: ſhalb appeqritaibe-confonant. to 
ſeripture and right neaſon, And ſhall be 
2 diſoreet and man- 

For why ? I 35) the cauſt of li- 


ba and ofthe tight of private judges 
jet (a right unaHenable, from us as men 
Ad Boar and even of the proteſtant 
deren 2 which is a moſt inva- 
luable bleſſing: A cauſe therefora to be 
ſteadily adhered to, and firmly maintain» 
ed, by all who profeſs themſelves rt 
ſtants, and never to be given up by ſuch 
men, on any conſiderations hatſoever. — 
This is Ro cauſe;/and this alone, which 
lies now under cunſideration and which 
therefore ought alone to be diſcuſſed ; all 
matters forei — to it, being-/exciuded on 
both ſides. 11 mm, Nr. * n 24413 
VO ia WO © ny bak: agents 
1 have the lead 
ſome. of thoſe ge av | 
tated in the put alſo; inythe de- 
fence, of this cauſe, have kept 4018 to their 


point, and arguet with perſpicuity as well 
as propriety. and; their arguments have 
been favourably received by the, publie. 
For my own. party: being pe cloaded that 
this is the only way brig by debate to à 
ſpeedy and juſt would preſume 


to adviſe, at leaſt] wiſh; that the writers 


who 
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s 
who have inliſted themſalves on the fide 
of liberty, and in ſupport of che firſt and 
beſt principle of dur reformation; would, 
for the future, be pleaſed to contract their 
labours, hy conſining their arguments, and, 
as Prey er well . ne peſte/9h 

r 9 to ſi int on 
— "ci great queſtion — ads was 
at firſt propoſed Wire, er by flir 
examiners. nn 5 e „Mas 
METS AMERY v2 Uns eng OMA * 

— — (Laddreſs myſclf to the 
maintainers of this noble cauſe) If ou ure 
diſpoſed to pay any regurd to my 
ſuggeſtion; Can back the evaders, to the 
firſt and grand point in debate, and tie them 


cloſely» to this, to this only; nor ſtir one 


out of your way, to run a'wild-p 
chaſe after them, through their various 


windings and turnings ; of which there 
will be no end(e). to this your pul- 


d, pit 14 0443 
[is wil & M46 
Warr (rs Wy et avis 
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le) 60 What 155 can a ia DR WR himſe! peas 
oppoentirts, have, that the cotrober fp toill euer be 


3 to @ fair iſſue, or indeed to any iu at a? Or 


who that can employ wu (tf If with any ſort of advantage ei- 


ther to himſelf or the public in fudies of another ſort, would 
eting hours in ſuch fruitleſs altercation” ? 


Ocraiion remarks, 1768, p. 50 (245 
and - 
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and let your,apponents eontinus to batter 
and attempt te overthrowꝛ it, as much as 
they pleaſe Of. 1e ſhall then fee, 
in a ſhort time, ant With, little trouble of 
reading and canvaſſing, on xrhich ſide the 
truth Goes really gs chiefly lie, and con- 


ſequently, -abich af the: to opinions (whe- 

r for, or againſt, the controverted re- 
quiſitions)- we ought to approve. of - moſt, 
and accordingly to acquieſce in. For it 
is fit we ſhould determine our judgement, 


upon the beſt evidences we can diſcern; 


and ſurely it is now time, that we ſhould 
be itted to ſot our minds at reſt. — 
9 erwile, If, in too much complailance 
to your antagoniſts, you turn aſide to join 
iſſue with them in points that are little or 
nothing to the purpoſe, how much ſtir 
ſoever they may make about them, you 
will only remind us of Atalanta vſtooping 
to pick up the golden apples debgnedly 
thrown in her w RO courſe; 
and her ill "Borg Rp. ,-yill only 
give you the cold comfort to Ta” char 
our own faceeſs,-in-the end, will be no 
tter; and, inſtead of ſtrengthening, you 
wall weaken your forces, and che thoſe 
of your reren \ 
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Addreſſed to a warm, but well-meaning 
Advocate for both, 


Hac in re ſcilicet und 
Multum diſſimiles, ad cetera pens gemelli, 
Fraternis animis. Hor, 
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g Gicht 
HE SE ade were pln p. ſome 
years ago, on a particular occaſion! 
(with which the reader hath no concern) 
and are now ſubjoined to the foregoing: 
eſſay, as they purſue, in the main, the ſame 
ſubject, tho in a different manner, and do 
tend to illuſtrate and inforce 150 ſame e 
ment. [2 10 | Afro 
| ® 


1931.3 T 


Tur Hallo bete uſed in ſome things, 
may perhaps be thought to ſtand in need 
of ſome apology. But with candid and 
difintereſted men, it will, I preſume, need 
none; and I ſubmit it, without any appre- 
henſions of diſpleaſute, to their fair a 


"IL judgement. 
* 81 R. 
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= 


) 
L138... ** 


_FreEDoM. of inquiry into the original 
and genuine ſenſe of Scripture, appears to 
me, as I ſaid, to be inte with thoſe 
demands of rigid orthodoxy, which you 
with ſo much warm zeal inſiſted on as ne- 
ceſſary, in the converſation we had together 
the other day. 


Tux church of Rome, 'yout know, Sir, 
forbids ſuch inquiry, and Aloe no other 
ſenſe of Scripture to be held or taught 
within her pale, but that Which is held 
and taught, and impreſſed with her 01 
le ſanction, in the articles and defini ö 
deer fam'd council of Ttent. ch 
articles and definitions ehtry” eecleßaſfie, 
arc many laynien, of that communion, a 
obliged to fab{cribe, and fweat to maintzin, 
ay indubitdble' verities, againſt all OpPO= 
nents. See the articles and form of bath 


decreed and enjoined by t that ſynod. 
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e in d protect Cute le 00 

(which is aſſerted to! be the lory as we 

as bulwark” 6f the * 1 it may 

reaſonably be aſked, Wh we o bt, 

in any inſtance or degree, follow 6 

rule of that } imperious, ieroaching, fana- 
tical, 
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E er, 4 religion Which (as a late 


6350) 
tical, W and unchriſtian church of 
the ſeven hills, in ſuch matters; ot indeed 
in other, wherein that church (if we 
ma | Al allow it that name) hath ſo evi- 


* 
deritly departed from the faith and religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, revealed to us in the: 


and very ſenũble Nobleman took 
ken is every way agreeable tb the ma» 
wha ture and attributes of God, and condu- 
4 ciye to the happineſs of Man, (faidhe) 
* Jearned nen would: let us have 1t uf 
« Res STONE ene knife lemma Dx 4 
22 91 * Ack. 7% S 
Tus chsch of Kaglead, Hug very ſure, 
doth allow and enc us, as ou Sa 
viour and his Apoſtles do, to ** ſearch the 
{riptures", Whether the things Las. tus 
Aan 5e 


to us by men, as doctrines of 

trines revealed to us by God ? 

us to receive or teach any doctrine, or other 

tenets, as neceſſary to ſalvation, but what 

wa find and believe in our conſcie 92 2 

3 to tlie written word 
(in true reaſoning) deducible 


| Bates babe big facred 215 * | 


full latitude, and uniform analogy. | 

f MI fo 1062.08 21245808 fol 
Sur dur Gxth article, ith the d 
a and ſome otliers; glſo the reſponſes 
,engagements- in the Ordination of 
* D 2 255 Priefts, 
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Prigte, &c. e great variety of paſſages 

ya the ſame rr in our . nag _ 
#31.) 4 
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Ilha, Ae Ne to dand 


me, Elſe our church muſt be ſupp 


FIT 


upon ſace 


oſed 


to be inconſiſtent with (itſelf, and cannot 


be ayerred to ſtand upon the ori 
only Juft ground of its reformation from 


original and 
Which reformation was evidently 


founded upon the principle of free inquiry, 
y and the natural andchriſtian right of private 
judgement. Take away this freedom, this 


im 


right, you relapſe again to popery, and may 
poſe 


Tus what doctrines, What N te 


| nets, what ordinances yu . 


IN many things: we are Rill true 7008 
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e eren in e den perhaps, 
| ey o. | 2 


0 ©; not 100 noble nt deferved- en: 
Feber to our moſt learned men, to 


Ster 


i ſearch the ſcriptures”; and endeavour to 
aſcertain the true mr _ true ſeals 


of thoſe oracles of e 


* 351 


Well: what i is the confbquence.?. ? 


118 


0 2Tiibek worthy gentlemen, to em 
"ure ſo extremely 8 for their gene- 


* 


tous 


„r | 

tous. undertakings, indefatigable; labqurs, 
and manifeſt ſucceſs, do "hn the 
Wa ae * de dns 
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What ate wehe dener i E 7 


t ſenſible, judicious, and unprejudt- 
| 1 divines and others, agree to, and rea- 
dily and gladly adopt, that true ſenſe, and 
true” reading, when As diſcovered 
and proved to them. . e ee een 
Bor hete comes: in an embargo, a Ne 
710 ultra: (Break through them, if ky 
can, confiſtently.)—You have befare 7 
ſcribed to — to a form, of liturgy, to 
a ſet of homilies, and all and ſingular 
contents of each. Nou now find, upo fair 
inquiry, that the genuine ſeale; of {crip- 
ture, as clearly and ſolidly diſcovered to. yau 
by thoſe able, ingenuous and candid men, 
is in ſome inſtances, perhaps in many, not 
delivered to you {in the preſerihed formu- 
laries) in that true and genuine ſenſe, but 
in a different; in a ſenſe that vou can- 
not perhaps eaſily; and juſtly ee 
that original ſenſe of Scripture. 
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19. 


WAT ate you now to do Epe to. 
your ſuperiors. in the church? They have 


often, and very humbly and dutiſully been 
1 I ELD applied 
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plied to. And yet ov e kee 
bot Httle attention qr regard. And ff WI 
is generally affirmed,” be true, you are” tb 
expect none. Matters muſt be kept Tight. 
Rules muſt he reinforced; and prefled more 
t the nr Me 


LS 4 
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—_— 
L. 


fon o 
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FH 
o the world, that things not rightly ſettled, 
or found upon *cxperience. to be Ihconve- 
nient, and prejudicial e the intereſt of true 
religion, are alterable, and, occaſion ſo re 

uiring, ought to be altered; And is there 

0 occafion now ?—not'the leaſt ? when it | 
is ſo evident, that the genuine ſenſe of ſetip- 
ture is diſcovered, and even proved beyond 


Jult difpute, and yet our articles, &c, as 


you hear it urged againſt us, do tie us down. 
to'a different ſenſe, à ſenſe that we can n 
. 5 longer 


e. 


ing 125 9 . ö 0 
riſe and pal ſenſe of ee bn e by 
Menu n E Yu. 

Tir ortgtnal Ah Spie beute 1 
ture, we can well N ald defend 
gain all the 55 of revelation. But 


cKrines dus merely humab, and 
not really, 1 en ee 
ture, 125 "Glitch adverlarfes H: 
= advantage and We m kant 


erin The a "a with pleaſure, and 
attack us ff Rs weak part tha ſueceſo, 
which We % athatfied to Ubſerye, blit {are 
fot own. "8 this A denmble Htustiott for 
tational f &h SH can ians to be in? td Tee 
trürh, ang approve” it, als vet bot be ae 
= to 8 0 it? ta diſcern Gür My 

the laws of Gol; aud yet bs check- 
7 in chat liberty, by the e Man? 
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Pear Ber eee 14 16 1 
a 80 on Kerner 1 


ihr. 
1H Avr we N. had otra Wei 
refortts of but liturgy, finer 8 
Iication "of it? An Were thoſę reforins 
and reviews needefi 4 And pry}. 11 bis 
let me be allowed 40 Ulk, 18 i 
much geed now ad ber or raff er more 


(conſidering: our" viſt attainmentz int Yetipy 
D 4 ture» 
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erknowledge ſigee the days of our re- 
Paſs that we. ſhould feviſe and reform 
again f I mean i in things that ſeem abio⸗ 
lutely neceſſary, i in preſent cirenmſtances, to 
be; looked into afreſh, and reduced to the 
troe teſt, the true ſtanda d. 


i \v 
Bu we have, you ſay, a Randard. 
orthodoxy already ſettled ; and from that 


Dandard.. you.,adds; we muſt not: en 


Wl an hair's breadth, nen 12118 272 
8 6 1443 ak A TE TE ts 19 

15 0% Athen, Sit, to yout choice "Rither 
„40 this Randatd of your deen, 
©, go back again to the holy ſcripture, 


95 Ka and mol} ſolid ſtandard of original 


chriſtian theology. Nou cannot. I fu 
very 14 fu hold both, or be b 
. of both alike... You. wall 8 
c ere S vita S e 
le you. are convinced, as you cannot, 1 
think, forbear to be, that the true ſenſe 
of Scripture hath; of late years, in ſeveral 
inſtances; of moment, been emancipated 
out of the chains of ignorance and the un- 
bappy prejudices of former times, Mhy 
will you keep our church ſtill fettered in 
thoſe chains? Why not allow it the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt, the ſupreme head of it, 


bes made it h. And 00 you DURA it 


* 
* 


{a9 y) 
an honour to you, r fafe, 'Qragreeable! 
judgement - that ſhall be paſt{ in th. 
IE be found. of the . —— 
908. who, n and yes (One 
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eee 2! > 54; 55 
18 "ny 3 $44.14 * Ml 44 hq 5 222 2510 
„Turk remaint, in W opinio 
no other alternative no but this: Ei- 
ther reviſe and reform what is really y wrong, 
and: difagreeable to ſcripture, or . out 
8 the world, that the byes 
not.your rule of faith/and doQrine, ; 6; 
in that caſe, make, we would intreat yous 


nal or nA pine Pn 51 5 


2 to ithe "public to relluce the as 
k... Ven to the - flandard of your ortho- 
doxy, as contained in your various 
definitions. — If you do this, Sir, you act 
in character, and may, if I miſtake not, 

many abettors to | your: ptopoſal: 
But then, you plainly ſhew to the World. 
either that orthodoxy, as conveyed don to 
you in theſe authoritative determinations 
of our roformers, 197 in your opinion, the 
true and only doctrine of: ſerip ture, * 
the teſt of right judgement in e 
theology v cr 'elfe, whatever may W. 


G2 


teh] werf ef che chi, And Her My 
EH at yt Hild f a de ar l 


expedient, if 5 aſſo nter 
aceburits, at this tie, * he Bn 792 
0pifens, abd ty uite chern to e pro 
Aas Ulrine trüths we do Hör We 
quite into che private vf. th 
profeſſors) by all who are admitted init holy 
orders, or raiſed to * in this 
ehurch. 2148-46066 er /x666dþts; yOu do 
not think e e "WE po 
above. Tu ed, you must gie 
thoſe friends who estmot agree wich gy 
hade a fight to this Favatr) td Con. 
inter Perftaffon, theit” reti wi 
urizket?HIE/ refohition! That the P 
is the Only rule dF th to Chifitr 
Proteſtants, and that no power, no 3 
rity. upon tarth can fake That t be the 


ei AION "Which vigil was wht 


2 Wire UW 


* 
. $34 9 Lok Los 41% . Ju 


Bede r te 
'Þ# you Kay, N my us — 
that che Scfipture is che only rule of faith 
to Chriftians and Proteſtafrts, only the 
church has à right'to 'eterniftte"the Tenſe 
of ketipture, and pont it Out to chem; I 
would thombly' a: wer, that Ff this be che 
cafe, the ſetiptüre is "Hof the only rüle 
faith ro Chriſttans and Proteftants. — 
you t take the liberty to interpret berptre 


e 


1 2 40 in rarer 
Lane | Ae e 
DEJPTHE AG WER Nock, THYEWE 


II this is devited;" yet aero 
leave to think; thee inftetd ORs 
fafth, Thive'ndw Two; —— 
Hive no rule ft 5 
Ay. become an ey 

or other — 
eſe (hort HiAts Which yo 
and purſue farther at your 


e@912:11308 


S'T'R, ! 0 


Ar rx all the freedom I have taken 
with you and your ſentiments, ſo different 
from mine, an, this letter wha freedom 
I know your good Nature and fr riendly re- 
gard for me, will readily pardon) I can and 
do; aſſure yqu, that my eſteem and affectton 
for you remain che ſame they eyet᷑ haue eon, 
during our nine years acquaintance; ang 
the — friendly: offices that have: palled 


between us, iu the courſe of tit timo. . 
I really believe you to be a good man, and 
diligent 


— * * 
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1 p — ho th Pn — 


0 41 0 
ligen in your. calling, and do only wich 
to be ſomewhat mort conſiſtent, and 
more charitable, than you. ſeem. to, me 19 
in ſore; of your { entiments. Ae 7750 
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Nav God direct us both for the beſt, 
2 grant we may meet with joy in a ber- 
ter world than this; where the true ſ 
of God, however they may have differed 
in certain opinions here, will be of one 

eart. and one mind, in one communion, 
— all ſpeculative notions and conjec- 
tures, and imagined acquiſitions in ſcholaſtic 
theology, and t theart of diſputing, then giv- 
ing way to nobler attainments; and fal faith, 
wever glorious, being ſwallowed: up in 
intuition, and greater glory. | 


1 am, 


81, . 


S very afeionat ſervant. 


Tur 1999 perſon to oiathom this W. 
was addreſſed, was remarkable, and almoſt 
fingular, in one thing, viz. that he had 
never read, and had always cautiouſly: de- 
n OW ny RE that would in- 

ttetfere 


* * 
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diekes with his ſettled opinion inions upon theſe 
points, not in the leaſt! doubting but 4 
were all right, and incapable of being 

tered for the better. I am not at 0 
to ſay more now, than that he freely read, 
and fairly conſidered, what was laid ts 
him; nor haye 1 ever had any —— 
e oy wor I here wrote to him. * i 
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„ Eu A det fuse 
A ColLECTION of OBSERVATIONS 
tending to illuſtrate and inforce ſome of 
the principal points conſidered in the 
foregoing papers, in? GN 


AND TO 


Remove the Ground of Debates about 
EccLEsiasSTICAL MATTERS. 


Quanguam apud bonos judices ſatis habeant firmitatis, 
vel teſtimonia fine argumentis, vel argumenta fine teſti- 
monits ; nos tamen non contenti alterutro ſumus, cum ſup- 
petat nobis utrumgue ; ne cui perverſe ingenioſo, aut non 
intelligendi, aut contra diſſerendi, locum relinquamus. 
Lactant. Inſtit. I. 4. 8 | 


Let us be careful to ſearch out, and ready to 
embrace the truth, wherever we find it. So ſhall our 
lives be orthodox, tho' perhaps our faith ſhould not 
Abp, Wake, def. ag. M. de Meaux. | 
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to the * Here they fee” bees 5 
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rail and fallible like themſelyes; and that 

eren the church, the aggregate, commp- 

nity itlelf and the beſt, men therein, may 
. * N Meine kur: 
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Wr ſhall ſee more to this purpoſe un er 
the next and. following ſections, to gorgo- 
borate the intent of this humble query.; To 
which I ſhall only ſubjoin here a remark. 
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The ſcriptures; 
18 dictate to us, ſo authoritative a 
manner, what we PA believe, (e) and 


how we ſhall” worſhip God ; 5 "ane 
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One OY ink hi W e ner 
WG caſe of preferibing articles to be Mere 
taught by others, ſhould 12 reflect 2 Iſttle 
own caſeg when ſomb yeatz Before . 
Fey wirty the; itipofition of the fahobe pf xs: e 
"of che fußt great! 

, the direhed by dm to the ca 5 theſe 
— Iptrſdine, be applied with ſuſßelent pro 
the whole, to the caſe of imppfft 
under view. Whit marvel was it, faith rhis 6.00 
4 pretare, ' {haf” thoſe [ür] arheles 8 0 


% divers 'Jearned” men rep 0 

4 voices of tlie Farllament — 4 25 thut E 
authority of Roe was then ey ceaſed, 5 th 
4 darknefs and bhindweſs of errors and ignoratice 
« came from Nom, ſtill remained, arid fo overfiiddowe 


4% this realm, that a great nuchber of the barhament 
«+ had not yet their eyes mag ſee” the wth”, An- 
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ſince the letiptüres haye been ſtudied With 
a much more critical exactneſs, the doc 
trines of chriſtianity ſet in 4 clearer light. 
and the glorious ſpirit öf Cancer and” liz 
berty has been diffuſed”. Life-of Chraft, ch. 
8. — And in a note on 2 Per. iii. ult. he 
properly aſketh this queſtion, © What rea- 
we; yr cone ſon 


wie”, 


four years after, preſcribed a law no leſs hard to the 
univerſity of Cambridge, of which he was chancellor; 
obliging all candidates for degrees to ſubſcribe his fiſteen 
articles, and to profeſs that they believed themat"alike 
to be true; or, without doing this, they ſhould: not be 
admitted to the degrees they ſought for. A hard caſe, 
but there was no remedy. The conſequence was, that 
51 ſubmitted, and about 120 refuſed ſubmiſñon, See 
the particulars in Dr. Wiltint's Concilia, vol. 4. /ub an. 
1555. And ſee another inſtance of this biſhop's hard- 
75 in Strype's life of Sir John Cheke, where you will 
that being fully bent againſt innovations of ev 

ſort, even in the pronunciation (tho' the old and true) 
of the Greek letters, which began to be reſtored at Cam- 
bridge under his chancellorſhip, he iſſued out a decree 
(in 1542) forbidding, under. the penalty of non- ad- 
miſſion to degrees, extruſion ffom fellowſhips, ſcholar- 
ſhips, &c. and finally, of expulſion from the univerſity, 
all and every variation from the old and aecuſtomed 
manner of ſounding and pronouncing thoſe letters, or 
that language. — This only ſhews you, how much it is 
in the power of authority, and old cuſtoms, and old. 
opinions, to ſupprefs truth, and preyent its progreſs, 
5 5 5 N univerſities yet free from all ſuch obe 


as 


9 


ſon can be aſf „hy we thould; not 
P the miſt ot our forefathers, as 


af es thoſe of K \ of e 


85 
a— Yr: 0 
2 7 
, : Fo — * 
9 3d 
* * | l 11 
ö . 
Ks * To} 
1 1 | | 4 : * an ” . 
* I; * * * 
* : * 5 
£55 : : 
| Ne - J 2 
A. þ — * 


\ 
* K 22 
3 Nn ol * n Wren ll uy AIRS. 
21 N | 6b 4 ea . . ö . uo 
C1077 , 1 
v6 og bio een f 944 Ae 
1 : - 
"4 OT. bt © 581 . 
"; + £ 2 ads 8 1 : p ot. 1 = cf 174 


534 ieee £50% e 


$43 adi ® 11 2 A 2 ki at 1 1 247 f 
Fo. a $ 40 il; Mon Wo 3% Absence 863. $ 2281 
0 25 ” . 4.5 WWF? 1 it N 


\ AR. 50 ſr , vujj Ali . 


1 


tun bg 40 hy Off, G6 AV GOT SHIT Te 5 Ties 


tai ect * nn A nag 22) aid, 9 —_ 


> "Tal" din e nal 
5 cc at Wſi2” by * Ak. Gir, Jy 


ct, ab. — ee Sik abend 
7 bs blo 32 map) | up eee 


yy” . 25 ONIONG 
* 41 


9 
— 


) | » 24 7 
22 2X aid e yi % i e 
2 - 20 14 D i b ama vt — 
64 ee e e et arſtngs: 
52 22 20 hs 


74 ο 2 : Gs 


Lo 4 wot. ws ag 8 " « 5 *% — * 


nn 
iv Hag . rr ne 7 1 OY Io {bb . 
FOO 1 101 ate 44 * 8 zen i 2 f, Ah; VO 


858 n 4 * 
Nin 41 11 Ob 


$2577 Holt bir 


18 4 Nin 108 \ of 
8 E C A. I. F N 


$414 W 07 r 7 a9 * 


Of the ſimplicity and purity-of the chry | | = 
0 alien ar delivered in the —— — 
NEE VERS, 


\ 


Y | wr faith is we "which hath 
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45 « Harry. had it boon for. chriſtians, 
the Fuiſen religion h ad been left in 

city and purity, in which it is 
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qm pacatæ, ſi iſta curioſorum hominum 
problemata, argatæque! minutiæ, nunquum 
extififfent ; ſi yeneraliofibge” quibaſtany 


doctorum ingenia, ſacraen theologiam non 
ita nimium ſubtiliter cribräſſenht en 


5 mers hes «toy Dury-. as Iron 
n bas ; Thad. poi as 


g. „Sung the way 05 hiaver thee 
CHAR hath eoghit us, ib plain and euſy, if 
we have but honeſt hearts. Wo need not 
many eriticiſms, many ſchool- diſtinctions, 
to come to a right underft of 17 
oy Cudworth, die; on 1 Fob. ii. 3, 4. 
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true. ut) there is a. 
reaſon and [true] chriſtianity: the latter 
acknowledges- the former, geinforces it, ad- 
vandes and highly: improves it, ſecures the 
common inſtincts of good andi juſt; and 
— human nature. Dr. Hbitehcats 
Enn. g. Wen Denen of 
Sti Nee eigen 
05 . Br. Bade had a trite wv 
notion of the 8 ; at» lopk+ 
ing upon it ſo much as a ſy ofopinions, 
ora tſet of forms, a divine diſcipline, 
that reſorms the heart and li, c. 
wt „ Burnet, P« 2e 07 Ifig99 07 
atv ity b. N 2: au. de 10 
6 I Ir Was an 3 ſaying of 
general Murten neported by Mr. de St. 
Evremond, +* When mon have bnce taken 
a chriſtianity what; they have foiſted 
it, there, will- he hut one ecligion, as 
in its dectrine, as pute in its morals 
8 We pon. en en 
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1846 CheiRionigy (faid "a 
Sankyiwalingine S Huge) is 
religion euery Way agreeable. — 
and attributes 9h God and conducing tn 
the h of men, both here and here 
after, learned men would Jet us hau it 
juſt as Chriſt and his apoſtles · delivered it. 
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thought pure and difinterefted' chri | 
was io bright and ſo glorions' a thing, har | 
he was much» troubled ar the diſputes and 
divifions which had ariſen about ſotheJefſer 
matters, white the great and the moſt 
portant, as well as the” moſt unreal 


acknowledged truths, "were By all fides 
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a Nevik cg be more ne- 
* in this curious and quarrelou 8 ag & 
than e paucitate Credendorum. 'The infinite 
ſubdivifions, of thoſe Points, which. we 
advance to the honour, of being the objects 
of our belief, confoumd out vhoagin, 12 
marr out peace”: . Via media. 


17. 1 all” ccc this ſeRtion 50 
the words of e a very ſenſible writer, Which 


will properly ſum up and inforce the whole. 


— © The doctrines of chriſtianity are *4o 
few, 


I. 


(69?) 
few, and ſo plainly delivered that 
are at this day acknowledged by — 4 
ſeveral ſorts of chriſtians' that mike a num 
ber, or aft fit to be'eonfidered under à names: 
in the” world.” For how many are thete;" 
who do not profeſs the apoſtles creed F 
which was the old rule and meaſure of chri- 
ſtian faith. Tf men would be aded 
to preſerve thheſe ee e of chri-' 
te A ate, and ſuffer the primitive 
ſim ey to be a ; the great occaſion. 
of cohtention would be cut-off; + | 
and Bellarmine, and the Synopfie puriovis- 
bart # would not be Rated ſo much, 
fernen on: the, mant A gr al 
more: 7100 upon caſting e 
would be found, that | whaty,) 
Jubtlety thereby, we race gain in yr re 
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and moderation, and with 1 fiti . 1 15 — 
truch, and defire to advance 41 f 85 


are of excellent uſe in many reſp ou G is 

need not be pointed out to t eJünld t 
and intelligent. — On the other hand, 
controverſies improperly or imprudently 
managed, have in all ages done muc 

diſhonour, as well as diſſervice to the der ; 
ſtian religion. They broke out early a- 
mong the profeſſors * it, and did in a 

miſchief to the church of Chriſt, deſtroying. 
the pony of the faith, corrupting. the 
morals of men, and at laſt favoring the. 


wr, wel in one common deſtruQtion. — 
The 
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The learned dean Pri aus gives\you this 
Fan N NN * 
n: 11 Hin An: 1 
ns churches of the euſt, ond 
moſt fonriſhmg- Having drawn the ab- 
ſtruſeſt niceties into controverſy, Which 
were of little or na moment to that which: 
is the chief end of our holy, chriſtian re- 
ligion, bo he and ſybdivided about 
them into ;hiſms and contentions, 
did thereby. ſo deſtroy; that peace, love and 
chari from, among them. which, che go 
given to te, and inſtead 
thereof continually provoked each — 
to that N ey 
work, that they the whole. ſub | 
of their religion, while they thus 5 
contended for their on ĩmaginations con- 
cerning it, and in àa manner drove. chi... 
ſtianity quite out of the world. by thoſe 
very controverſies' in which they diſputed. 
with- each other about it. 80 that at 
length having wearied the patience and 
long- ſuffering of God, in thus turning his 
holy religion into a firchrand- of hell, for 
contention, ſtrife and violence among them. 
which was given them out of his infinite 
mercy to the quite, eohtrary end; for the... 
ſalvation of their fouls, by living holily, 
righteouſly and juſtly in this preſeiit world, 
he Ne up the Saracens to be the inſtrus 
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1 to puniſh then gb. 
Vito the liſe i Mahomet. 
* particulars relating to * 
tho like diſorders of the chriſtian church 
in thoſe times may be ſeen in Euſabiui 
and other ancient hiſtorians. The coin 
tentions about hard words and metaphyſical! 
ſtterms ite unknown to the ſacred Writers 
2 by neither of the contend- 
ug patties; Were grown ſo great, that, a8 
Nr. Marvell i in his facetious mar; 
ners the diſputants an Heth ſdes picked 
thoſe words and term tothe very bones; 
and thoſe bones too (he continues) were 
afterwards broken, in order to come at 
the very marrow of divinity”, Sad work 
made with the plaineſt and moſt practical 
religion in the world. Such the effects of 
metamorphoſing chriſtianity into beuten 
e or wore en nay &+: 
#1 e 30 
As to —— 74 the in per cauſes 0 
controverſies agitated. between fellow- chti- 
ſtians in theſe: modern times, many wiſs 
and good men have long ſeen them, com- 
plained of them, and wiſhed them removed; - 
S. - tho'hithefro(greatis the pity)without effect. 
1 | — Hear a amen and good ptelate. 
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"ol 40 1 chriſtianity.” Jeft in that 
latitude and hg: 2 it was de. 
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union ſ in certain —.— 'of e 
3 and bar the — —„—V— 
nnlucky: wirs the /chrokedaffors: 
haveinitoduced pk evil into the church. 
which affects the very vital of our chi- 
and is fikely: ro ek nqronh loſer 

but longer to 4 hg church, than-any-othe 
darts that have wounded tt”. Bp: Waite 
earneſt an Fe ee fochears: 
RG! Kc. 1691% ib Wi wenn EY 174. 2 
43 * a e ue * he 
that have been brought into oof que 
1 50 and Ea alſo into the pulpit; 

at beſt ſerve only to gratify a cus. 

rious itch of diſputation,” f aro! no why, 
ſerviceable towards the confirming; of ur 
faith, or directing of our practice in order ta 
our _— ** ppineſt; and tllerefore, with 


re uſtly ſtand charge 
with e 7 wakes learning 
may ee to be in them. — 
Learned men Have have brought into divigit 
as Well as philoſe a great” number. 0 


har Nun terms fart, and ſubtle c | 
E ſtinctions. 
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ſtinctions, By the dextrous uſe and aps 
plication of which, it is often ealy for ag 
ingenious man to give an air of obſcurity 
to that Which is Aas, of truth to that 
which is falſe, and of falfthovd” to that 
Which is true”. Archbp. Synge; eſſay on 
fooliſh queſtons. 
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l 5. 80 little is true chriſtianity concerned 

in the common diſputes about matters of 

opinion and ſpeculative niceties, that it 

x has a quite different view and intention, 
and © thoſe litigations do naturally. draw 
away mens thoughts from ſuperior objects. 
How very trifling do theſe little differences 

in opinion appear in the eyes of almighty 

God! and il his final be 5 

rejection of men depend upon theſe ? — 

That ingenious and candid obſervation of 

Lord Verulam, muſt be pleaſing to every 
benevolent and humane Nr „A man 

of judgement and underſtanding, ſaid that 

oracle of wiſdom; ſhall ſometimes hear 
ignorant men differ [about matters of o 

i pinion] and ſhall know well within him- 
i ſelf, that thoſe who ſo differ, do mean ane 
[and the fame] bing; and yet they them- 
ſelves would never agree. And now if it 
ſo comes to paſs in that diſtance of judge- 
ment which is between man and man; 
ſhall we not think that God above, Who 
eee Aged ct eee 
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knows dhe heart; doth; ee diſcern, Qthel 
rail men, in ſome of their contradictiong | 


intend the 625. thing and accepteth | 1 
| both PIE, d 1 * att Dot 0? 
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6. Mr. = ie For 
Atterbury, ſays © he verily betibves that 
all honeſt and reaſonable ad Would 
be of the ſame religion, if they were thorowly 
underſtood by one another, if they: did 
but talk enbugh together every days Abl 
had nothing to do together but to ſerve 
God, and live in peace with theit neighs . 
bout” And it is 'undonbtedly; true, tha 
many ace about religion might 
happily made up, if men would conte 
5 candidly upon the points in di 
pute, and jy % attention to the Polke 
offeted on other ſide, as to thoſe u 
ged on their own (d). HoW-ĩ ER, N 
all theſe petty differences on earth ste 
over, how agreeable will be the ſutptize 
of the ſeveral diſſentients at their meeting 
together in that happy ſtate, where all dif- 
ſentions are at an end, and all diſputes 
N opinon for ever e ahh Uh 
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| 75 ExpthinncE ſhews us, and might 
cobvinde us, that diſputes "ſeldom Fat 
their ends, and perhaps never Lan, ing 
[ either in their nature © not the prop 
| means, or in the management not properly 
lf conducted, to attain tem.“ Dilputi 
| ad a man of much obſervatien] is 48 i 
lil competent a way to reſettle the truth 5 | 
religion, as the ſword is. to propagat ane 
| Bvery man naturally hates to be a 
iff s fool, or a liar': And . 7 — 
it worſted by the force of arguments (which 
[ map be to him unanſwerable, cho not con- 
4 - vincing) he falls into peat and | pahon, 
which the other returning,” with equal 
| warmth, at length both loſe: the queſtion, 
oy fall from words to Fee, ehe farthe 
make, parties and factions, c. And after 
all, the contention moſt common 18 only 
about words. — "This England, has to its 
| coſt experimented, and, 'tis to be feared, 
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8. 17 4 le e thy oy mais whe wil 
but attentively obſerve tHe eburſes öf in- 
profeſſing che ehriſtian religion ſ under v 
ever denominition, or within whatever 
ſect] that the greateſt fervour and Af. 
moſity of thè profeſiots'of this ri WY 
not ſo much about che ſubſtantiaſs of it, 
either 1 in things to be believed or practiſed, 
48 touch thoſe additiofis and ſuperſtrüc- 
tions [tha have been tacked to it, and lata 
on it; 1 ſome contendibg as ferven 
m, as if the life of chriſtianity cont ted 
Nog ſome as bitterly. and ſevereh 
conteſting againſt them, as if the] 
and ole and ſubſtance of chiriftiah 1 5 
gn. were not poſſibly cofifiſtent witht 
ye 92 the whole tenor of the dect 
riſtianity, as it was delivered Chi 
and his W decries notliing Me Fan 
, wrath, malice, railing; evil-1] 
wiring, flanders, repfoaches en 
ithets, or ſcorns, craft and ſubtly: 
yet 1 theſe black legions are called, 
and imployed in the management of that 
cauſe, Which each party pretends to de the 
cauſe oO EN, tf Mays: Hale die of 


ot 

RFPs RS roll: hog be "ns RE eu 2 6 
9. « Tis Fd to Tang Ren that 
thoſe who agree in the ſubſtantial ahd great 
points of the reformed religion, and at, 
G 3 different 


4 (6586 ö 


Ee nien only i in, thiogs. not ſo 
, Bor of that moment, compared. with 
oſt xyherein they conſents 19 5 Ai be 
„parties,. — Integrityawith Ty 
+ ld, remove thoſe,. things that h ay 
17 diſunited us. Dr. Bates, in hit account | 
of Mr..Baxter's life, 1692. doug e hh 


„ % (i it. $59vs 1130 inn e 

non «Ws know: that . et 
much any thing. is. more diſputable, the 
tefs it is, neceſlacy, or conducible to the 


chriſtian, liſe. God hath gracioußy Kh 
4 


vided, that what we are to live by, ſh 
not coſt us ſo o, dear, — Common y N 


the humour of diſputing prevails, men of 


vert from thoſe plainer things With ſome 


Nighter and , mpre. ſuperficial reverence 
them; but more. heartily. eſteeming them 
jafipid, and jejune, becauſe they have leſs 
in them to gratify their appetite, avd[there- 
ppon they] betake themſelves. to ſuch 
things, about which. they may more Play 
fibly contend” To 6475 2: Mig. <6. a1 * 4 "= * 
6 1995 4 . = . 
2/{;Tazsx are N obſervations, and very 
juſt-oncs, of the jugicious. Mr. Howe. The 
following alto are as beautiful, as they are 
poste and e os 
$91 
6511. « WETTR Pak ev ER EP be) be 
comes a man's *lempat, and he gannot rk 
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aut of thic fits . Kenne Fit N a5 
$ invention: 5. Hod märter fot quarry; ar 


reſolved” th nothin "Laid Orc! 
1465 ſhall? 1155 only becatiſt 


jeans td plenſe hichſelf i Nee 8 ROT | 
i "tat he wih gifts iba wet 
ee for itſelrk; tate Is Unnatutal 


& Fach fo un fpeakably | wee 
Nt got ah hr, and "M6 
15 u 00 oy ty; 


with fixe and fu ath m de 0 — 
1ans' FINE, iy 1 8 a 


{morous theatre, 00 the 
5 Ho nd! And ts 
of their 55 td do l & 


Howe by Dr. Calatny, P. . 


12. Wo 7 were Hoſe Bay 

hy and fro "IN weg 

ſpeaks of, in 7100 Tife of Mr. C wo Dor 
when wran as it was 98 8 L 

He f YS, 12 0 C mn faſhion am 2" 

| cheat of Oxford, . "1s he as; 

among the dit uting, theglogifts "or thoſe. 
that'fet themſelyes apart (un ppy the'ohs. 
ſervation) purpoſely' or Ago GVA 
nity, the 25 and et of 2 aFeft- 
culated for Humility, peace, and piety, bit. 
then copvertedinto wrangling , idle ſop 4:4 
and the pride of "contention: 3 — Are! there 
not ſtill, Fin places of learned education, a 


8 4 ſet 


Wy 


ts ES (mon oe . | 
dappy turn and humour og Outings) 
£ off Th 1 0 bad eff Nele ARG 


6 * 
erience might rhe ſboul 


aue e petvlant daten (ot 
. "Lan *— ws. wr eee 
2275 fren-do i 92 85 7 utes 1 bo we es 


at. cm, are 10. tense 
Kit bop e once 15 in iy 0 
2 their 8 opinions, as never to ld 


up their afſertioh, how clear Hi thi 
pd demoliſhed... A mean ſpirit t * 
oming men of reaſon, and 
hgnlty of chriſtian diviges. Tl "The? Fans 
Dr. Twiſe was one of this 50 Ez 
"Pierce Ras Ru ir in his eye, w 
writes. Some men will 5 Gp 
only to aſſert the ſtrangeſt paradoxics, an 
1 theharſheſt conſequences 1 
them, but Will alſo profefiedly- endeavonr 
to maintain both, and ee 34 for theta 
in their anſwers and replications, than recede 
in the leaſt, from . thoſe: apinions Which 
—theix public. writings atk Has un 15 


=; 0 


19 


to. defend le).“ Er 8 
nin 11 e 0 4 
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* N 2 117 5. bs 
5 Pn ol i bes d Ie, K Yar 
F GENE men to 900 | 


75 


Al =_ DE 


perly have "them 3 . 

are, tho! not cho monly a&c6\jnited,; 6. 
4 ſaith he, tho* inwardly <onvineed —— 
hs. coupt not themſelves, r tl . er 


that in effect, note can e 
0 ade För Tore Sa rn os 
count' not their cauſe rc, as | 


comes to land, ſo long as they bavg | ood fin 
aut te unſwet, and engl we 8271 by ang; (ha pong 5 
na 


640 untie their G4; yea er 
to lay hold on their dies e 


| ference ended, they ety, Hori in 2 Fay 
they come, whilſt their et nad . | 


hi Phe man KS W gent mr 2 ape 


er rtial relations”! 

manner of purfuing 

Fuller. And is the — mended * 10 
Bate, by 4 c. 10. the 


— — —_— mm — bs 
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— — 7 — * 2 
= a : — — 


1 9 


| wy 1 40 1 99 
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4 be hen any one maintains an Ertor, 


the : more | he e hee: et 


ien 
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. 1 AKK Ung vage and LKüurrility is aff 
ws Ben d punts. e f 
his. life of Nutean gives this account of him, 
which may well 0 controverſial writers, 
addicted + & abuſe AE 275 485 

— dit rixas & 77 prelertun7 
— $40 kurpe efſe dicebat viros 3 5 
0 eanin&'rabie famam vicſſim ſuam ve 
ac Iecergre Jer. truttbus, Kanga vs 

e pleber cerdoſies in Ang 41 defe. 15 2 
Nercore conſpurcantes” .—iT his heat of 2100 
tention, this canine rage, this ſnarlin 
biting, * was hot unknown, I find, even 4 1 the 
ancient church. Tertullian has 5 — 
his eye, when he ſome where archl 
Habel G Eccleſia Ji, es: catticulares.”' Wie 
are we neyer to have an end of theſe ccc r 
fiaſtical dog- days? They ſeem to have their 
Ja returns like che other; but their 
duration is much longer, as their heat 
is generally more intenſe. . We have 
heard of books of polemitel e 0 and 
controverf al theology. But Lknow nothing in 
chriſciunity that ĩs polemical« or 0 
The wiſdom which is from above, teacheth 
us better leſſons, and inſpires us with no- 


bler principles. 
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; 15. THE 
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ic. Tur cenſure, tho! Frere: paſſed by 

Lilhop, Burnet upon inch ind eee 
is a yet uſt one. 0 18 e 
be) a mere unacooynable ing p 

ned, th: han wo- fee a company "men $728 
55 that religion, 1 8 main pre», 

cept 8 is Mütus "Joy —P ii 19 
ee pat of f (pirate: CL ae 
ſorts, of ALA 5 
i oof drine, { differing 
only in 12 55 le 5 material and more. 0 
table things, pet maintain choſę ds 1 7 5 
with a zeal ſo diſpraportio . 
them, perſecuriogal lat di gree from 

violence z. dr if they want meat 
kth outward farce, {F). . all bitterne 
1 ſpicit”. — er to. Me. Scougat s. life of 


in che foul of man. Of [ 41705 3049 150 


the 4 a+ 


. * 2 
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Inne oo} 5; 
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2 42 110 iii 

= 1 ba 1 rt waly gcc. that thoſe an 
are of this temper, virulent, in, diſputing, and 10 5 
in dictating to others, would ſometimes: 80 2 ſep far⸗ 
ther; if they well dutſt. To this purpoſe Mr. Hawe 

marks, It is tog nianifeſt, that the ſamt — — 
infulting gevius for humor] which makes a man thi 
himſelf competent to be 2 ſtandard' to mankind; would 
alſo make him impatient of diflent; and tempt him to 
do worſe than reproach one. that differs from | him, if 
it were in his, power., care of the club, or fagot-argue 
ments, muſt be expete take place, ' where what 
he thinks rational ones did not do che ONE". ifs, 
* Ae ee n 10053 


e „ ee 1383 e dee * 15 — 
1 


Cay. 


ve Ace hett met with, ib 
asdmonition to the . 
the pribelpal, may afmoſt the only th 
= 18 from ai ical difputes 1 
em nity is, that divines; tho 
5 ele hank ves advocates for 4 N 4 
feconupends ap d enforces mecknels,. 
Thich 1 ny 112. e, candor, 
and humili th Krongelt manner, have 
bren rema able fo ride, rancour, malig- 
ity, 2 and. fiery FA MLT conduct which 
am Torry to 9 8 it is tod evident 
p be 200 has b Ain a diſgrace upon 
many o of the Gered 570 er, And even the 
orclef itſelf has, th ver unjuſtly, been 
diſparaged on this and the like accgonts. 
And not only ſo, but, what is ſtill worſe 
if poſſible, the cauſe. of religion. and truth 
hath too often ſuffered. by ſuch a conduct. 
A learned lay-gentleman obſerved” it with 
concern, lopg. ago. Atheiſm and irreligion 
(he ſaw: and ſaid) gathered Yam by while 
e truth was weakened by! an uhworthy 
way of 5 fot it. x, FOUL um pete 
ſuaded (he aid farther), that moſt, men. 
while their thoughts are fo buſied in chicane 
of controyerted 15 45 grow negligent of 
thoſe more weighty ones that more nearly 


import ſalvation, = ſo run out of the 


e any good of their ſouls, as im- 


per- 


wu) 


ertinently as many a — 5 
N 1 ſdlick eſtate e k 
Ter with” 11 þ Lotd Dighy ighy's SE 165 3 
Ho, dieren Us Aifpbliffons hs 
1 and fentitents of ee 
biſhop Bede}. WhO dos ea "md Al 
inp reflects 1 75 the conduct o His 

e 22768 r "try art Hitch ke, 1 

BY + pr long er this ind, at ily 
[diyittes] In their fermons ant wiitlige are 
to blame for their manner of dedfing with 
the adverfaries of their opinions when tHe 
- reins to theit tongue and hens,” 
| and reproachful Ipöeches, g Ne 
they hive done well, en they extecd vt 
— them in this trade; wherein to Have 

better, is hdetd' to de the Wörſe. 
Aud this i . to be Hlamieck, de 
cauſe ſometim reaſdus ark laid 5 1— 
words are given, yea, and von 2 
1 ny in 
eir op 47 
(or, ws IP 
be fbünd, upon fa ae Hil 
chat = ten of tei e oi = —— 
1 + ip mY 11 11 
N., I ! 0, (OL bat 4 DAR 100100 
"TE Ir is « Jen PTY A 605 


oog is Stn 7 refuted, bin on only ler 

than it 18. 8 

Have ne ſeth de be“. L rf ths * 
cauſe 


C9) 
cauſe doth not want any bitterneſs. to 
port it, as A. bad one cannot ſubſiſt wit . 
it. A contentious diſputant ſeems; rat 
to be in à paſſion becauſe he cannot fin 


out what to ſay for his own opinion, che 


becauſe he. has, diſcovered any pernicious 


aplurgines þ in that of ok antagoniſt” TRIM 


A 

1 10. "Tar advice given thy the chic 
maſter , of the Charter- houſe (who had 

ſufficiently ſeen. the mean arts of: contro» 

vertiſts would be an excellent rule, if fol- 
lowed,. to promote. truth and peace in de- | 
bating about opinions. — e. Sffctat uni- 
cuipue ſuam proponere ſententiam, . optemie 
- poterit rationibus & argumentis muni- 
tam, fine, damno alterius, abjque., cantumelus & 
rexis, que nibil faciunt ad ueritatem, aut ad 
ſue cauſe probutionem. LQuinimo, laborantit 
Cauſe indicium eft, cum, ip/ius patroni ad cun- 
VICK. confugiunt”, &c. De. ſtat. mort. & 


rel. p. 314. 199 $5914 n a 


20. Erk v friend to truth, and latitude 
of ſentiment, muſt be pleaſed with this 
declaration of a candid — addreſſing 
an author from whom he differed in o 
pinion :;— © 1 ſincerely with that our pre- 
ſent difference of opinion, may end in an 
union of ſentiments, to the advancement 
of truth, and not tend, like moſt modern 

A ett ö £21 TI 


1 
& d 


9 
contioverſy: only to confound it. For my 
part, I ſhall always think chere is mote 
glory in cugſeſing truth and cohviction, 
in playing the academic with the ggeat - 
eſt ſucceſs, or labouring by e | 
arts to ſupport a falling hypotheſis . Lerter- 
to tbe aui lor f an Wot into — 
che N 1741. itt tho 1643. 


21. „Warn the reſent Aüputes about: 
religion are ceaſed, and aftet- ages cbme to 
conſider the differences in cool blood, and 
freedom from thoſe ſecular things that ac- 
companied them in the times hen they 
were on foot, — they will wonder what 
it was, that ſhould put them into ſuch 
heats, about ſuch trifles. The reaſon plain- 
ly is, that worldly- deſigning men, rage 
that nothing animates mens zeal ſo much, 
as what relates to religion, carry on their 
deſigns under notions of it“. N Wwe 
Nane 2 p. 228. 


22. THERE is no hoſtility (as the: 
ſieur Montaigne remarks). accounted fo ex- 
cellent, as that which is cloked with the 
pretence of the chriſtian religion. Our 
zeal. performs wonders, when it ſeconds 
our inclinations to hatred, — The diſputes. 
which are managed with heat and paſſion," 
_ ought to be forbidden (I ſuppoſe he en 

| -vHt & y 
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nr. as the. Se b 


— ad he might habe 
pen. ] firſt quarrel willi Mens 
aud they with the petfons, We ey te 
te diſpute, that we may, bort 
while every ofie coñtradicts „ 
i conttadicted by bim zgain, it often, fa 
out, that all the fruit of the difpate; 185 
| 8 81 . My n f 
„ Ir is an "amiable; charketer 
of o great uy, 66 Tt 7 7 2 
emen civili 7 40 i Pi 7 
tum, omni no m incruemtin 
Candidus* alienaæ doctrinaæ @& . Fo 
purtrocinantes veritati (fays he) uf i in Ben, 1 
nem filntts contumeligh — non ut am 
; qui_niorbus ab opere chr rote, 


1 


im d tots vird chriſtians, quam longh; 


dalus abe. And with tegard to his ow 
conduct and diſpoſition in reſpect of dif- 
putable matters, and fre: Aten od gerhent 
of the truth when convinced of it, he thus 
ſpeakst; 5 Nos, ad ut rung fuxta 11 75 
ſumus; ut vel rationem reddamus, | 
recłè 92 vel, in 19 7 eamur . 
rorem, ficubi dep eclaration 
becoming a Lal den 4 "{holar, and 
chriſtian: and alſo becomi 65 all that 1 5 
fol thermſelves to be in 27 of truth.” H 

Ts by the wk learned and een 


1 


Ts 


| ( 
Df, 44rihn; Bas f. tenäeney- 
vs this ham nh. pirit and temper: ow 
N FS \.; 137 yt i! 40. 
2 Tur eat ingenbity 1 
e ſo 5 ig che tem“ 
Fand charaRer of Eraſmus, was 8 
confpicuousin Wee 
pthcfist, atbbIſhog Cranner;z and 855 ; 
obſerve at the fame time wich pleaſure 
his ardent gratitude to- God for reſcuing, 
him from tHe. vaſſalage of ry. How 
affecting are his = on is occaſion,” 
full of honeſt "ſimplicity, and "piety ! - 
am glad even from t vals Pe AD 
that it hath pleaſed” almighty God in this 
latter end of my years, to give me know- . 
ledge of my former error, and a will to 
embrace the truth, ſetting apaxt all ey, 
ner of worldly reſpects, which be ſpeci 
hindrances that hold back many from the 
free profeſſion of Chriſt and his word. 
And becauſe I am deſitous that all my 
countrymen of England (unto hom I have 
no ſmall care and charge to tell the truth) 
ſhould no longer be kept from the ſams 
truth, therefofe have 1 publiſhed the truth” 
which I Know, in the Engliſh tongue, tö 
the intent that F may edify alt by be- 
tongue, which all de perfectly ænow an 
.underſtand; — I know in What office" 


'G64 hath placed tne; and to what p git 


Aale 10th 


18 9 


unto hig pee 


6 9 
0 ſet forth his word truly 


Be, to the uttermoſt of my 
power, without teſpect of perſon, or regard 


that is to Cay; 


of an "thing in the world, but of him a- 


lo to By. Gard, 1, 26 $7 
— L*Phis * 5 of n 
him hate and defpiſe ranging about 
tut in debate, which 'nevertheleſs 
s ſo common even to this day among diſ- 
9 5 who have not his temper and 
He confiders fſuch men as a 
15 Fw etestorts void of true generoſity 
mind, addicted to worldly Intereſt, ſetk- 
ing that more than truth, and faring in 
their ſucceſs accordingly. Such, ſaith = 
having an eye to Gardiner, &c.) is 
ical of them that ſtudy to 9 4 in 


Des without any 1 of pennt ae 
4 rats Thid. p. 7. 181 
rae > Wr go on to aher Ebenen pat- 
— of mildneſs and humifity, deſerving 


7 0 
13 141 + 


notice and imitation of ' controyertiſts, 
ecially divines, whoſe very office reminds 
them to be gentle unto all men, go" o_ 


Peace, and to > ſpeak 4 the truth in love.” 


H (T6 * * 


An mA At was the en FR 


| command of temper in the * 
f controverſy,” exerciſed by the famous 


Mr. Hooker, author of the ecclefiaſtical 
polity. 


% 


. 99 L 
pality.— . the 
following A LEES 7 did never 
fall from the pen of this humble man, viz, 

argument couples 0 „ hed 


10 ch 
66 bay at bleſied Ware] than three thay» 
ee ſand volumes written with Fr po 


Amer 1 ae q 


"ih 18 10 
89 4 « *®' 7 * 
5 | * 112 14 
. * 1 Gr + 1 — +, . 


5 a 8 are, 79 been, . | 
may, hope, always will be, under all de- 
nominations, and in all communions 0 
the ehriſtian church, many excellent men, 

real ornaments to, as well as ſincere. 
feſſors of Chriſt's religiag. — Mr. 
Machin, a pio [potter of the laſt 2 08 
was one of, this number and 5 
_ rater. The learned - Sit © Charles, We 
who was well, acquainted - with him, te 
us, that he was one who lived not le 

the impalement of any party, but bore 4 
_ diffuſive chatity and benevolence to all 
"wr men, of whatever denomination. He 
W Man, ſays . a catholic 3 

2 


Fo ( 200 )) 
who made religion his buſidcſs, and tra- 
velled with r bp. of mankind. — 2 
* His moderation, ſays . another. perſon 
Who knew him, and wrote his life, wa: 
remarkable to all ſorts of Dn Funke 
tha'of Aft ing judgements; his heart and 
heat being wholly taken 0p with the KEE 

and na 


be neyer had lelfüre to trouble bicclk with 
controverttd circumſtances, 'nor would put 
Kis foul out of tune with ſuch things as 
had cauſed fo much jarring and Ad e 
among chriſtians. He was never (ot very 
feldom, and then not out of choice) heard 
to diſcourſe of the dividing n of 
the times”, Lyfe, r ed 
27. Ms. John Shower (brother to Sir 
Bae bene was a gentleman of the like 
amiable and happy temper in regard to 
controverſies between fellow. proteſtants. 
« He was a peaceable miniſter, that never 
affected to differ with. any, or engay e him- 
ſelf in diſputes about matters in difference. 
— He did not think the ſubject of diſputes 
about nonconformity to be of equal im- 
portance With the gteat eſſential truths of 
the chriſtian No nor with thoſe 2 


een * from papiſts”, &c 


Life 


— 


| Li e Mr * (1 3 
x ile W of. oe pct "T0 
poſition 47 conduct in this reſpeQ; bf the 
OY ous, and charitable Me: e 
927 us. 1 * p · 191 61 214, 220, 221» 
85 oy He was zealous above all: things 0 
romote. ee "gvodngf® and rue che 
i truly 1 in All Ri hives: 
refſions actions. d he ook plea 
re in Agens 8. dere 7p 
the, many, {ad diviſions Ml a/putes: that 
are in the chriſtian. church, yet, all rue 
ii ns are ane; and tho in forme thin 
Ver in ney: yet? thoſe 0 ph) where 
in 1 — are agreed, 1 
much mote con Krall, than apt 


they differ”... 92 ! 7 F pi 4 8 
(31 


420% Fur e Fr OELY 
as allo a man of amoſt hap nts emper'and 
diſcreet behayiour in this op uh + 5 
= 7 75 e to ſee Fa ch pu 
uncharita e mere 
in e in e ee 1 and 5 
that 4 miſtakes, and ſuch. gdifferegees 
995 e Practice, were to, be 
| — An by particular with'r re- 


ard 10 4 Gut. Wifiann, it was 
ter into cont raue. e he ha 


joſe 43 


1 
Me 2 


moſt a principle wit never to He 


Extreme averſion in; Acrimony v wath 1428 
3 


2 4 


'( 1 


eie 166 s _ © 
ſuch! diſpptes. were Wo ten 98 
N mot; et of gcable to 6, FY jones 
Mee 2 temper; Q ' 
_ reaſani he ald not be dran dee 
KS re had. written, 1 write Da own 
ſenſe, as well as 1 can“, was bis ſaying 
upon ſuch occaſions. ik it be right, 
will ſupport itſelf: If it be not, it is 
it ſhould * e af bis Hife, pre 
re Pa Ris Weeks PA ed 0-46 8 15" 
"Abt Y; vg 4 JULY 15 52 
029, Kabir e, ts day, When 
theſe wretched. N be no 
more in faſhion, delighted;1 * 3 ptactiſed, 
but rather become odigus and contem 105 
as they probably will in time, to all wile 
and good men. Mean while, all ſerious 
rien May and do, and will heartily 
join with the valuable Dr. Jertin, when 
ha expreſſes bis favourable ſentiments of 
more peaceable. and better times to come, 
for. promoting the chriſtian intereſt, Thus 
mildly. and ſenſibly doth he 1a upon 
the ſubject. — “ It is to; be hoped that a 
time will come, .wben; religion will 05 
a fairer and more alluting, aſpect, v. 
"chritans will be, ynited, nat in opinion 
as to all theclogicalſ points, for that is im- 
poſſihle whilſt wen are men, but that they 
will be united in begevolence and charity, 
in intercommunion, and in one — 
an 


{ (449314) | 
and ſimple jon of faith ; that. . 


2 will be ſuitable to pro 
that they will be more Ho hole 


external i i diments to the Hr ion 
2 in no ſmall meaſure 
removed“. Remprks an eccl. A yoli;;q. 
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turn of affairs, when h e fa Wy SH Wy thy 
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ther; 5 that lars weld yr 


BY agli 1 2 8 Ts * 
both of "or 1 and of the - 
 menbgrs chriſtian Bury t 
the. worlds; w reduce the chriſtian Ms 
0 worſhip toit e een | 
integrity, and tu lay the; ſtreſs of: Feng 
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n Way way be proper to bes dene; 
he mean While?” by friends to trüth uns 
ade, towards the recovery of bed ard 
ö 15 ee inly and h va 
ot *ptai an 

| by another worthy" biſhop, who 
bats 1 2 underſtanding (bf ile lchri- 
Bl religion,” and ſtudied che, pekte of 

riſtias chureh. There cannot 
Ye Fo . —.— 4 — an 


A 


alle verffe "wt 
75 e right: wa nog and 
e of the Hibje& oF the 8 
5 6 For e to firike . 

and 5 88 A being to be ins 
7920 to noth mineh,”es w the ig 0. 
G aue: 


ever, 


1 


ratice: of. ah 2 is 


100 


Fowler : p 10 4 ; 
Hi, * * e * N Nein Lf tothe) | 
INN BJ dan Htg ror ing 
* Xe cannot, 1 think, better of 6% 
theſe obſefvationg that by exhibiting; 2 
alſg recommending 46 the moſt mor rol 
fideration of chriftians; the folk ing moſt 

charitable; and ing prayer for the 
A: ah Hate; of; he *hififtiad' church, 


. 8 pious ani Varned Dr. 
Emmond: Of gens e way, biſhsp | 
Fell ves Bo valuable nah: that ho 
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was bever an th thoſe whoipertiagci 
- Gully diſſented fim him for not being 
82 ints of ſpeculation; nerf. 1 
his foornfub es, Stec. 
Zofopp abbr ime yimei ar IE 10 -9%43 
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-i4-LO0-RDdetino"unſeaſoriable/ an 
neis of thoſe 9 the 1 7 
perverſe ohſtinacy of th 
the ;wrangs hinder the ehonng of dur 
wounds: f but det the one inſtruct iir 
F . tou eat to gie 
to the other vepentanct tb the MY, 
ledgerbent of the truth! To this end. 
de thou, O Lord, mollify an rated 
minds; take off all animofitieg and preju” 
diess, contempt; eee 
by agiting cheir hearts; \prophite* 
recontaling theirpinis 


for” the! 
ns.” "And; [that 60" 
ny may interce is clear gh bf thy! 
out 2 75 let of private 1 ſeculat W 
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4 : ot: if are ſet wn (E ph. IV. 
faith, one, bar 125 1 71 one 16h 85 
Opinion. — | great ch Pie! 
"Wh uſe, w ya 3 e and of W wr 
latitude, thaſe points are, which diſcorps- 
tate men, from . the body lol the church. ne 
caſt them out, and uite caſhitzre ein 5 
the communion an N the 
ful, Now if any one. 95 hath 

done long ago, let his ae w nh 
what Sh "and mo ton, — Peace. 38 
not the thing that moſt people 1 love, but 
arty” Lord Bacon, de. rg I ſeiegt. 1 
fe C. 1. % NN r 
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2. Th following are very candid” "oo 
timents of the learned Curcellæus, and well 
deſerving the regard of all ehriſtian churches, 
and of all friends to chriſtian unity and 
Boe « "Nems | urgert 7 debet ad con entienuum 

quod non eft infallibilit veritatis. — Hague 
aha abſurds foret, ft ones lt gui ex 55 
ſcripturk Pendere ſe velle in rebus fidei p yo- 
fitentur, in"unum- eceleſiæ corpus cnjus- 
\ & 21 1 N (8), in oa 


'@ Evely on 4 . e for- 
bebe ang. trut t - 
poſe, 7 7 ly the Ne ific een 


a ra vis, fore unquam, ut. _ 0 
cecl nus . 
2 2 una illa reliqua eſt cancordiæ — 

F, wy yer ſuas con- 
6.00908 * e aman I 1. 6 15 3 uti 46121 
tractent”. Strat. Sat; l. 
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' he of opiniges. ide Wa ur 1 "Vid. 5 
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an that there be CAME, in th eceflar 
articles. for T Fern pdam 1 ict 


are but "Few, RPE. N 18 A ready 


hy ans ; And that in others, 
place he 15 5 chr 5 SPS 1 
this di inction were well 4 pplicd, 4140 
vine laws fairly Ki 95 — . 
eee 


could not t long be. at 54 75 27 tg. fÞ ing 1 
on” iO. 


Perron. — Lord = peaks to wack 
the fame Purple i in one. of bis . Ne, A 


SORE, e pro feln. 5 g nge 


vt Bor an more clcarh 15 "and. more 


af ely to the 'point, ſpeaks the incompara- 


ble Chillingworth. — Let all men believe 


the ſcripture, and that only, and endeavour -- - of 
to believe them Lehe ic 0 es] in! the ehe 


ſenſe, and require no more of ethers; and 


they ſhall find thiꝭ not "only a better, but 
the only means to reſtore unity. — And if no 
5 more than this were t FAR 9 any, man, 


to make him ca pable =COMMUNION, 


then all men 0 qualified, tho they were 
Uſes 
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„ e ee Aid anthin 
ab! to reduce 73 10 unity of Come. 
munton, re, but two ways, that, may 
| [EEE probable nee, by taking 
away, diversity of opinions touching mat 
rs of teligion; the other dy ſhewing 

the Ne opinions, Which is a- 
ogg the ſeveral, ſects of chriſtians, ought 
be no hindrance to their unity in com- 
muniob. Now the farmer; of theſe is not 
be: hoped for without à initacle.— 

What then remains, but that the other "i 


muſt be taken, and chriſtians muſt 
taught to ſet a higher value upon tho 
high points of faith and obedience wherein 
they agree, than upon thoſe matters of 
leſs moment herein they differ, and un- 
derſtand that, agreement in thoſe, ,ought 
to be more effectual to join them in one | 
communitn, than theic difference in othet 

things. of le moment, to divide thein” 5 
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. e aylar, dhe juſtiy 3 

author of that able 8 ew | 
ropbeſying, delivers, his ſentiments,on this 
HL We! ſame candid and generous 
8 manner, 
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ee the ſame effect upen 
the Whole, that Mr. Cbi does. 
In the Wilt of the diſtractions und di · 
unions [that prevail in the chriſtian world} 
we have no other help [in reference to 
church-<communion} but all of us to be 
united in that common term of connection] 
which as it does conſtitute the church in 
its being ſuch, ſo is t the medium of the 
commun ion of ſaines andi that is, the creed 
of the apoſtles: und, in all other 
an honeſt endeavour to find out what truths 
we ear, and a charitable and mutual; per- 
miſſion to others, that diſagree from us, 
and our opinions. I am ſure this may 
ſiatisfy us, for it will ſecure us j but I know 
not of any thing elſt that will“. Ep. detdic. 
Kc. Vid. ſeth aa. (Ser alſo Mr. Haler s 
tract of ſchiſm.) — He farther aſketh the 
following queſtions, which have not yet 
been joe ory „Can any man ifay and 
juſtify, that the : apoſtles: did com- 
munion to any man e apo- 
ſtles red (or the ſummary of that faith 
which they 
life ? — If this was ſufficient to 
to heaven then, why not now? If the apo- 
ſtles admitted all to their communion that 
believed this creed ſi. e. the ſubſtancecof 
revealed religion} why ſhall: we excludeſany 
er — the fame intire? Why is not 
our 


preached) and lived a good 
men 


( a * | 
| our faith of W 
fieacy-for briaging ut to heaven. 5 


in tht churches apoſtolical ?“ Sec. 2. n 
{ljowns: ee. if hs PRIN __ | 
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| «ras fr the III all vi 
chriſtianity. M 
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in extra- ſſemial mattars, if they 
And this deſwn ha, vwägorouſlgy Purfugd as 
long as there was any hope, defiting, when 
it appeared —— — 4 mat 
till Cod mould give a uitable wi? 
2 * Hes Life by Dr. Calamy, p- 
239.) net el nen jo Bot 
t 408 . GE heuer 
4 — rhe = 
ſenſe t 
for the union and communion of all vi 
chriſtians: aa for: making, nothing ne- 
ceſſary to chriſtian communina, but what 
Christ hath made neceſſary, or what is in- 
 drednecafſary 10 one's being a chrgfian. — 
He was for having nothing remain as a teſt 
or boundary of chriſtian communion, but 
What has its foundation as ſuch, in plain 9 
eaſon, or expreſs revelation, mn Chriſti- | 
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ſoever- of fincere religion 
| common'to'them all” : N aa p. 36, tl 


Being averſe to diſputes 


as ein ud 4c 20 FA * 
anity, the obſirved; is not that ahich i 


appropriate to this or that party, but What 
*thall- be found 
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9. Ture din Ibevilt in the win, the 
judgement'*of the late learned 
Wake upon the ſubject. . Where, ſaid he, 
mens differences hs in points chat do not 
at all affect their religious ſervice; or not 
ſo much but that God may very well be 
worſhiped, and yet communion with our 
fellow-chriſtians preſerved too, in ſuch caſes 
as this, our diſſentions ought not only not 
to leſſen our charity, but nor to break our 
unity neither. Serm.” eh EI ney 
165g.” f BL 211 142 5 
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THn1s may ſeem to * a proper — to 
throw in few remarks concerning that un- 
lucky topic, occafronat communion, which at a 
certain within memory created ſo 
much di nce in this kingdom, and in- 
ftead of uniting fellow-proteſtants divided 
them into parties, to ſerve a political intereſt. 
upon the ſubject, 
as I find 
ble 


I chuſe to exhibit fact only, 
them related by that ſenſible and 


divine of our communion, Dr. Chr. Porter, 
in his letter to Mr. Vicars, 1629; with 


© ng 
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* vobvickion. FL {yr by — 
ret ie 4 t public reebtads) 
175 zt ohr xeforitied” in En land, 
rance, — &. by the 
their worthieſt doctors, have ſtill offered 
tothe Tutbatuni all theiftian amity;? | 
 and/{communionss! and defired/themy'gon- 
jure them, to /join all together the right 
— 1 fellowiſhip, though; töte viru- 
| of Saxany would never igive 
Fs 95 « voice-of thoſe wil charmets . 
In Pfund, the Lutheroms and eee 
being of a better temper, have long lived iin 
4 e v en) brotherly concord and c- 
munion⸗ th of _ ben ghee time): 
retaining their © ow 
good I. V. W N you?- B 
Lutherans erre fundamentally,” or not? If 
4 then they have no union with God, 
nor connection with Chriſt the head. With. 
what conſeience then could our churches; 
and worthies offer them their comm * 
and defire it? If not how then doch 
Arminian erte funddamentally, Hide 1 90 
Liertberan maintains the ſame. opinign, With 
many more and wore? And Kar 3. With, 
What conſcienge can th a8 pro- 
pPariy ſuch, be. Nijected out of. our com: 
munion, e the Fe 5 
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bad, and b mcg. is invited.t 
Would (by our. church), very. 12 — 
admitted? Raine me 0 120 e, b 
th ſubſtantially, and "ee mi 


magnus Apollo * 0% 277 


zr I lg . che an Sy W his 
own farther. reflections upon the ſubject, 


Eo make Ni Arte he an 
algo our, author ſays, in i | the, =o 
letter, concerning the famous Gerard Voſfius, 
is, as our lawyers, ſpeak, full in point to 
the ſame purpoſe. “ Of him I will ſay no 
more but this: They that know the read- 
ing and judgement "of that. man, by his 
works, will confeſs that there lives not this 
day in Europe, any one more learned: And 
by the relation of ſome perſons of credit, 
— ſince that, by bimſclf. when he was 
with me of late in Oxford, (h) I knew 


that when the miſerable ſchiſm (occaſioned 


by the Dort;confefſion} was at the hotteſt 
in thoſe countries, he never ſided with ei- 
ther faction, but would repair to both their 


churches and communions, to teſtify that 
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50 Io che car 1 ht Dc. Potter ding (hen pro 
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Veen's- college theke. 


( ity y 
ne meint to Keep peace” with" bötlr 2 
Biſhop Carleton, 75 e daifites 
with him, had a high Gpinion of ys" I 
ity as well as peaceable eſs, and afſure 
Dr. Porter, that he knew him to be 
very honeſt man“. regard to occa- 
fionat communion, eh of the 
laudable moderation and*prideviee ef fe- 
veral pious and public- pirited men in thoft 
times and countries, and in a very difcult 
crifis, may be ſeen in Brandts menen 
hiſtory, and i in che abridgeinent « of W 1 
= return to the farther Sroleoititht of 
the ſubject of chirch-communivon; proceetl* 
ing om the pallage'where we ended with” 


Archbp. Wike. T1 Se xt Fr Mey : #5 i? PE pa 
10. ANorRER a Prelate aſſerts 
with great freedom and judgement, That 
a right to church<chmmunion de on' 
recetying and "embracing “ the faith once 
« delivered to the ſaints“, and not upon 
any other doctrines of later date, by what 
authotity ſoever p publiſhed or en th 1025 


Sherlock, vol. 4 bac 12. 


in ee te ut} ihe 


11. Ir was a ag Ae bf Arch 


biſhop Laud in his epiſtle, dedicatory to 

King Charles I. before his leatned bopk 

againſt Fiſber, viz. *I have [in this work] 
| | 12 en- 


4 
a5 d 188 9 en, thoſe, Fl re gates 


of the c2 , confine 1 80 be 
time, or 8 nor We any bounds, 
but that faith which was once (and 1 


once for W. Keine t/the; Hinte. 
9290 0 
24; __ "learned, and famous, Dr. Re 
Bernard. entertained, generous. ſentiments 
concerning chriſtian. communion, © 'He 
. wiſhed that peace and unity might be re- 
ſtored among — churches of à different 
communion, by removing the cauſes of 
thoſe diſputes wherewit the chriſtian world 
is rent aſunder, and W BY les chriſtianity of 
= leaven of the /{choolmens  opinaons, -| 
without hurting pure and uncorrupted chri- 
ſtianity as delivered in the : goſpels”, To; 
ae Brit. vol. 2. p. 757. | 
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13. Ms. Le Cline, in his Cook Loni. 
ing the choice of our. opinign amongſt the 
Arent ſects of chriſtians, with great mo- 
deration and good ſenſe writes thus: **What- 
ever chriſtians acknowledge the books of 
the New Teſtament for the only rule of 
faith and practice; who ſincerely. conform 
their lives to that rule; rk low of no 
idolatry, nor treat others ill, that they 

— — belicve certain 458 „en 
yok do ngt. believe; all ſuch are 3 be te- 


cxived, by all truly Glen churches or 
focts* 
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aucli. Uder on this head, may he doen: 
in his declaration ſet forth by Dt: 5 
ir *the appendi% to che Ife of that pre- 
e in bis Bod Rp - 298 fs 
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wb makes this charitable at chriſtian 


 declarari6n,” viz. „ T profefs myſelf to be 


in union of charity Wien the whble"ta- 
tholic church of Chriſt, and in deſire of 


external communion with it; "= but la- 


menting its imiperfeckiohs and diviſfons, 
and the manifeſt devlations of the whole 


church ſroty its true pattern, &c: Vid, 


06 before bi: Ser, uy 2 IN . a1 
s 

16. bottle ofa (ſalth Dy. 
Haas to the doctrine of the cathdlie 
church, and maintain the inward com- 
munion of charity With all the true chùtches 
of * God, whereſoever they are, and With 
A particullaf churches A 4 far as to et- 
brace the v with the ms of chtiſtian cha- 
rity, to join even "with" the \erfonedils 
churches, ſo far as not erroneous, 1; E. td 
etfibrace "all catholic truth wherelveyer it 
I3 * 
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is, ſeparating only from the cotruptions of 
it. / Pratt. cuterb. lib. 2. ſect. 1.) * For 
ſince (as we may here aptly connect the 
obſervation of Dr. Fer. Ty hr} no church 
of one name i. e. + any . deno- 

mination] is infallible; a wiſe man may 
have either the misfortune, or a reaſon,” 0 
believe of every vpe ſchurch] in particular} 
that ſhe errs in ſothe article or e and 
therefore] either he cannot communicate 
with any church or elſe he may com- 
municate with all [churches] that do not 
mike! a ſih, or the profeſſion of an error, 
to be the condition of their communion,” 
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Adu Tilton. 60 . that 

d the communion of the church was 
clogged with diſputable opinions, ot prae- 
tices, the world would be the ha pier, 
conſciences the frebr, and the church the 
——5 % 1 e erm. at his W 
286. Pk is a jolt wi 1 obſer. 

vation of Mr. Seagrave, * True chri- 
ſtians, uſe; what communion they will, 
are all of one communion; and one urch 
The church of Chtiſt is always one, 
tha ach manner ad Form 1 it 1 
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be, greatly v: various. Obſervations - on-\the- 
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10. DR, John Williams, afterwards bi- 
caps of Chicheſter, {peakingcof the rancour. 
and bigbtry and eramped notions of church · 
communion, Which prevailed in 1 75 
times ſof party-diviſions (towards the cloſe 
of the laſt century) makes this juſt re- 
mark ; that.** after all this ſpleen and op 
poſition, ſuch partizans muſt come, if ever 

be happy: to join in the church tri- 
umphant, with thoſe,” whom, too ae 
they cefuſe to converſe and communicate 
with here in the church militant. Serm. 
at the funeral of Dr. Thomas Jekyll. And 
biſhop Wiſſon avers with great truth, That 
if we "(all be ſhut out, of heaven for ur 
ſins, it will be no great confort to us. 
What. church we were members of on 
earth“. (Memor:als of Dr. Rich. Sherlock. 
No ſurely, not can it be any comfort, ta. 
us in the mean time to profeſs chriſtianity, 
when we are ſtrangers to the life and tem- 
per, the graces and-yirtues of it · Thoſe ate 
ſtriking words of Dr. More, which ſhould 
abate the confidence of deluded zealots, 
of whatever name or party in the 92 
ſtian world. Whoſoever, or Whatſoever 
denomination, is found, deſtitute. {for in- 
ance] of bumility and charity, let Rim call 
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20. Koss of the Roman n 
entertaits high notions of their church, as 
being the only true church, and the mem 
bete thereof the only: orthodox and catbo-; 
lie: chriſtians; whereas archhiſhop Aνẽů 
upon much better grbunds affirms, Jury 


ate truly ab e right catholic, Who 
teach nothing but that whereot: they have 


evident warrant out of the word of God“. 
Hidility g tba tnue church, Lond. 1684 
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4 church. T he Inflitution 7 a 1 e 2 
liſhed, by authority in 1537, thus of the matter. 
4 Tn hel foener of the wo there may be. fs aft © 
notte ar people, of bar forte / att, or r be, 
which de beleue in one g father, creatout ot 
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ſtim given by Mr. Rawls u is explicarion of "We 
creeds.. Vize He thatbeartily b all hat 
Chriſt; hath. revealed, and Gincer ly endeavours to do 
that he hath. commanded,.. n eee ee 
church or nation ſoe ver he be 
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foattes-chef@"lait from treating their febs: 
ants in the ſame manner, ore. 


clutling any ſincere chriſtians from their 


communion, Neſtrum eſt ab hac ſchiſmatica 
avitate abhorrere, & communionem frater- 
aum Cam” omnibus | chriftianis" ecelgfur confer - 
vare '&.'profiteri, -quas d Cbriſis capite per 
herein aut idololatriam nondumdizunitas, ant 


ab ullis eccigſtir propter wſurpatam tyrannium, 


vinimꝰ fugiendas Judiaams :. Epiſt. ad J. 
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21. The ſame good biſhop obſetves face. 
ther, and very rightly, that it ſavours too 
much of a che maticul ſpirit to refuſe ad- 
mitting into ene, communion any 
churches (tho of a different denomina · 
tion) who ſeriouſly deſire ſuch admiſſion, 
and only vary from us in ſome matters of 
opinion, or other points of inferior conſi- 
deration.  ** Haud dubitem affirmare, inter 
ecclefiarum  doftores, las gui fulluntur 
tumen communionem fraternam cum aliit re 
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are to this ay their demands of 

ticular for! confeſſions ftom 555 
brethren in; the "Git, "who are defitpus to 
communicate with them and theirchyrc 
* Oportet refores ectlefigrum uz ac 
MUNI . Infirmitatis. conſcios, oavere nd dum 
rigidam. nimis at minim necefſariam” a. 
exigunt, confeſſorient,” Aulciſimam & mdxin 
neceſſartam, labefattire videantar chriſtia- 
norum inter ſe re 95 x 11 15 f 2 

7 5 „Uron recollecting the ſereral | 
E 95% that have been laid down in this 
ſection concerning church-communion; we 

may here ſubjoin a charitable/cenfideration 
or two in regard to on fellow-proteſtan 
of. the © non=-confo g denomination 
with rhe proper me 2 * abating "their 
prejudices, and removing the U * 
their ſeparation . ; 5 5 
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the me. baptiſm; Which are the very 
things that 7757 ns a part of the 1 
church; We ſtill ye communion in thoſe 
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whole. gabe chucch z, +. therefore 725 

be.acknawledg ed ſtil apap members of the 
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« We will — that à total infamy; a, e 
upon the heretics and their) h "he 
diſcord 5 ls a, , among th 427570 wy, | 
means they may either, ſnecduy peri 70 0 
or continue in yur auth "ce, being. 4 1288 | 
reproach. to Jew,/Turkj a 5 Days by. the deyil 
themſelves”, That curious ho axes, hr {ebrands,. 
will convince. any . ſenſible 255 ant, chat we * 
never be too much upon our guard agai kr rage 7 
devices of popery to ſet us at variance, and keep us o. 


ener een 1 

addreſs to.) Archbp. Laud. 163 5, ſpeaks 
with concern as follows. No one thing 
hath been a greater ſcandal, and occaſion 
n male, from conformity, 
han the prophane negligence of 1 LEE 

FINE, 


formable miniſters; than their elle 
of life; their avarict and ambition, in 
heaping together benefiees and promotions 
(1); and than a groſſe neglect in diſcharg- 


ing their duty, either in their, own perſons, 
3 4 | | | , | 1 N . , 17 - ak Be. or 
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(i) Dr. Wake, biſhop of Lincoln, in his famous 
charge to'the clergy of his dioceſe, 1709, remonſtrates 
at large, and with great force of argument, againſt 
ſome other groſs corruptions, which are a ſtain upon 
the ſacred- profeſſion, and render the miniſtry of the 
delinquents ineffectual. One ſample may ſuffice here, 
which'we find in the dedication prefixed'to that charge, 
«© The dignity of your order can never long maintain 
its credit, if once a corrupt traffic' prevails among Us; 


fo that the bet Benefices, inſtead of being beſtowed upon 


thoſe who for piety and learning, the beſt deſerve them, 
ſhall be expoſed to ſuch as will give the mo/?. money 

for them; or ſubmit to the moſt ſordid and unjuſt com- 
pliances, in order to the obtaining of them. — Bp. 

Latimer's remonſtrances, in his court-ſermons, cn ſuch 
heads, are well known. But many of the abuſes he 
complained of, have fince been amended. Time will 


remove the reſt. In the mean while, the church of 


England (to her honour be it ſpoken) gives no coun- 
tenance to ſuch abuſes, and many of our laws are 
point- blank againſt them. If laws are diſregarded, what 
effect can ſubſcriptions have? ä 
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ſufficient ourates And be ſays, onithe 
other hand; One thing is of. great mo- 
ment to perſuade, people to Jive imgonſor- 
mity and unity of chef edablhad] church; 
to wit, the holy and religious converſation: 
of 5 men; (m) when people 
ſhall obſerve conformable: miniſters, ili 
gent and induſtrious in ſerving God. and 
promoting the ſal ation of cbeiion ſouls 
committed to their charge when they be- 
hold in them, peaceable, ſober, and virtuous 
_ converſation j and that they are no leſſe 
d iligent in ſowing; the ſeed of grace, than 
heretics and ſchiſmatics are in ſowing tares, 
& c“. He alſo adds; “ Your grace in your 
* viſitation. [1634s] hath: be- 
. a good worke, in taking this into your 
religion ORE and you, have en- 
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perfectly well acquainted with the 1 1012 1 
— Peeral parties about church · matter in thoſe times, 
makes this reſſection, „A good life is a clergyman's 
beſt ſyllogiſm, and the quainteſt oratozy 1 and till the 
clergy out live the fanatics # outſhine them in "their 
life and tempers] they will never get the better ok 
them, nor be able to preach — with any effect or an- 
cy They ſhould be lowly-minded, and no railers*” 
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are in, by reaſon of their unhappy dlviſions. 
Take away from them, all hatred and pre- 
judice; and whatſoever elſe inder 
them from nion and concord: That 
as there is but one body, and one ſpirit, and 
one hope of theit ene Lord. one 
faith, one baptiſm, one and father 
of all; ſo, they may hence orth be all of 


one Heart; and f ane ſap, paits in one 
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judgment, & c. See alſo Mr. W. Las ate 
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all religion, conſiſts in a free and wit- 
log Choice, in the conſent and\bpproba- 
tion of our minds, in the ſincerity and in- 
tegrity of our hearts, in our being fully per- 
faaded of the trum af what we believe, 
and of the goodneſs of what we practice. 
Whatſoevęr is pot done with this aſſurance 
of faith, is neither well in itfelf, nor can it 
be — able to God. The nature of re- 
ſuch, as makes it a ſtrict penſo- 
2 duty incumbent upon every man; and 
whatever of this kind is done, muſt be 
dbne by Ourſelves. We cannot, i we 


wayle conform our TY 7 


ule. be befi 

par be be. ER. upon any account, 40 
comply WI or agree to any. thing i in re- 
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right to his on qudgement. ſuch 
it ic, after his beſt endeavours ſor in- 
formation anf his ſinerreſt care to ſind 
out What God requires in the goſpel . 
| Nio ose can have g Nith of hit okra; who 
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kim 10 believe; as to a chriſtian, 
Let what will be the -0£ 
this, it is the anly rule God-has left him 
to walk by. Without this, he will be ſo 
far from « contending for the faith once 
delivered to the — that be cannot 
w- ſo much as what that faith is, nor 
any faith at all, to cantend for. — 
Our church was refarmed from, poperya 
not upon the bottom of i * 
inconteſtable oe but upon that of 
appealing to Chriſt imſelf in is:goſpel”. 
Bp. Hoadly,\ Serm.' on Patty" 77 ot _—_— 
ena Toefon 21.5. Dennett; 94 
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Joh 4g Dr. MW. Baker, in bis difcootſe 
intitled, Th aurbority'of r be Eh in 
puer, 26f 1 fairhb,* acknowleges <<* that 
ine authority of the e e | 
man of His right af tio Jtdgement, ort 
of the peielleß Sof ant ze 
for” himſelf — We ſthe 2 of che 
church of England] do not ſo determind 
the ſenſe of Scripture, as to prechude any 
one the uſe of his on underſtanding ; ever 
member of our churcbis left to his own 
liberty to think ind judge for Himself as 
he pleaſes"; (p) and che might, 1 fappoſes 
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"pur, principal, reformers, His writings ate 
now ſcarce, aud leſs known. Mage 'of 
his ſentiments on this head from the fol- 
lowing declarations, which may well de- 
ve 7 « I, having exerciſed my- 
{elf i the ſtudy, of Scripture, have learned 
now to g alone, and do examine, and 5 
and. Write. all luch.. weigh matters. mk 18 
although (I thank God), J am neither 
e at 4 Aug W I will "fuſe 
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whete ue do not — with, or contradict any 
thing in the Aturgy, articlery canent, ot homilies of the 
church“. Pref. ta KU dsſeourſes on ura 1 
Dambr 17 in Boo obe 
role 6h, tnH⁴ανẽauia u⁰² Nj two —- be 

This de ing the caſe, freedom of inquiry, and ſreedom 
of judgement, beyond theſe limits, are at an end. What 
then bechmes of our boaſted priviteges in thoſe refpetts, 
ad why do we extend them ſo far as we uſually, do, if 
they are really thus circumſeribed ? — Be pleaſed on 
to re-examine the canons and bannen — "What - wit 
be ite con:equence ? 
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the good advice, counſel! and admonition | 
of any man, be he manfqt mgſterꝭ friend 
or foc: — ' The mote. dilip matters 
be ſcurebed ont and „the more 

rlythe eraſßt nr N of the (abcil 

þ - S Wl And therefore> Dr. 
2 Smyrh a api exhorterly all men 
oy leave off diſputing”and {wpon 
points of religion] by learning, 


to give 
firm credit unto the cbureb I As who 
mould Yay," that n 
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jmſelf 15 his church, — that all 
ſhould leave earching for the truth, and tick bard 
and faſt to the * r the ehureh 
of Rome, 6. And far — * When you 
. ſee none od 0h {Kift, you' be fain w fly toe de tor 
8 ſhot-anchor",' p. 184. ap 


The church is always the 22 S 
b infallible criterion of right and wrong. The 
* underftanding "of the ſcriptures, aid” Briſtaw,. i in 
"he church. And the chutches j is anfallible”. 

Which we ate to take upon 7 from Mr Briſtow. 
But Dr. Fulle, who ttivrowly ma wied him, thought 

his affertion impudent and blaſphemous. What ſhall 

1 fay to this impudent blaſphemer, that alloweth none 
_ © other tryal of holy ſeripture but the authoritir of the 
_ ' rhurch® Retentive- againſt Brifow ; 1880. p. 130, 
134, 36. — Smyth has 'a fine plea from St. Auſlin in 
favour of the church, and ſor ſubmiſſion to her authority + 
_ "Gora" Ecclefiam — | > wrt W e % Wolde 
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Gn gelen, right ve tried out, 
without ' debating 1 auh 

D Sud. whereby (as by etrne1 
Rode) an wens dectrines are to be tried 
and Exathined; But the truth is hot aſtia- 
med to come to the light, and to be cried 
to the uttermoſt. For as pure gold, che 
more it is tried, the more pure t App peaceth, 
10 is all manner of / truth; The chaffe 
cannot be tried out from the pure eri 
(that is to ſay, the untruth e the very 
F truth) without threſhing, winnowing, and 
fanning, ſearching, debating, and reaſons - 


ing”. Anſwer to the biſtep 2 4 Wincheſter 
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god that all men and women WP" heattoge this 
notable and catholique ſentence, wold receyue it, and 
in al pointes of our religion folowe it. For then there 
hold not be among vs chriſten people ſo many ſchyſmes, 
and yll opinions agaynſt the faythe, as they now are, 
but the ide ſhortely ceaſſe, and the true doctryne 
of Chriſt, and his — wo agayne”. Defence 
of tbe ſacrifice of the majſe made and ſet furth by na- 
Mer Richarde Smyth dofour in diuinitie, and _ 
che ingen hbyghnes leſſen of diuinite in his maiefties 
uni verſitie of Oxforde. 1546. ſo. 7, 8. — To ſecure 
his church and her authority, he avails himſelf-of 
the common. artifice, 5+ Beware, good chriſten reader 
of Luthers peſtilent and contagious doctrine. Reade 
not his bockes, nor none of his diſciples makynge. 
They are full of poyſon, althoughe they ſeme neuer ſo 
good and. irutefull, as commonly doth all _ at the 
firſt taſte and ſyght”, 1bid, fo. 13, 
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1 reformatiob, reaſon lay fuppr 
voice of 1 it could n 4575 eard.” Chur, 
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Ab antut, 12 Mie, hu I be; 
_—_ 8 © {1.0 tr ni wt e as be une 
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and church authority ſupplied” the toom 
of it, and A ad ufpoſe 6f ar- 


gument and conviction. Po. omni ratione 
in tbeologicis, ** eccle 9 dixit”,— Sit ergo 
Amina mater ecclefia baculus in aqud frattus ; 


tamen -abfit ut crederem, quod Video;- 4. d. 
God forbid that I ſhould believe my 
ſenſes: The church is above them, and 
reaſon muſt yield to her dictates.Theſe 


ſimple ſoules that trowen ſtedfaſtlie, as 
holie cherche troweth, — are made ſafe 


through praiers and trothe of her lie. 


tbeir] moder the cherche.— This woman 
of Canaan betokeneth holie cbercbe, that 
. aſketh helpe of our lorde for ſimple un- 


cunning ſoules. — For the greate trouthe 


id faithe of holie cherche, he grantyd to 


her all the wolle“. "Exp. of 89. fer 24 
tan {4 


N „„ 
S. in lont, for tbe uſe of Sarum. See in Hil- 
ton, ſcala perf. par. 2. c. 10. '% Motber, 
im che yth commandment, ſiguiseth the 
church, as father fighifieth the prelete of 
it”. Peckham's'conſtit.. 1281} And in thoſe 
days not only the fmple. uncunning ſouls 
(the, common people) | but even the chrgy 


were oft of them very ignorant; gon was 
mqre/.requared of them jo thee matters, 


than only to believe, as che che ch believed; 
unleſs, as Lyndwood informs: us, they could 

bear the charges of fudying, and 
to inſtract them, Vid. Stilling fleet's char 
1690. —- Knox the ſeſuite intimates, 
reaſon overthrows the chriſtian religion, 

which he ſays is built only on the authority 


12. Note: Had he ſaid Romar inſſead of 
obriſtian religion, he had ſaid right (r). The 
91 NS, | 1 LAY 3 | Roman 
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(r) The doctrine of thurch-authority in Auel of 
faith, was not known in the earlieſt days of chriſtianity, 
but was introduced afterwards, by that diſpotie church 
which aroſe by degrees to an enormous height, and 
afurped an abſolute Tway in ſach matters, over” the 
Whole chriſtian world. The chirche of the clengie 
may not erre in matert of feith”, was 2 potent and 
ſettled maxim, which would admit of no diſpue. Vet 
eyen in theſe darkeſt and moſt iniquitous times (about 
the middle of the fach — the famous Biſhop 
Ptrocl, a man of great freedom and largeneſs of thought, 
. confidering the age in which he lived, had the courage 
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Abita 6 religion is. indeed founded on the 
anthority the church, Which the Chri- 
bk 1 45 and it is: little leſs HE 
hemy to intimate that it is ſo fqun | 
making i 4 to be of human e 1. A 
FUIT9 $39, eee 
(4); chr uel, in his 92. 
MY. ſpe 1 50 of Than 7 9 {ib 
the tele of Q. Mary) & 'Geelng in ji &E= 
ment pon 4, poore man in a,cale of reli- 
gion, and hearing him alleage the ferifitur | 
and other authorities for himiſelfe, rounds 
1 in the kale that fate nente 
im, with theſe wordes: Nahe, if we 
The with them. in (crip tures and reaſdning, 
never baue dine. V. 7 muſt Ppro- 
erode againſt them with tht awe”. — 1s = 
law a At variance with the ſcriptures and 
reaſon, and doth it condemn both? The 
popith law, in many cafes, did; and here 
5 relate took advantage of the culp tit, 
which, as ſcripture and reaſvn, he faw 44 
| conld”” 
— — e n 


ts: na Saen ewe he afterwards * 
and was branded as an  hereticy as might 

pected, for ſo bold: an attempt. See lite b . Z Lewin 
1744. p. 200, 201, 202; and e 3 
that wtitet ſays. and nobody — bs * the 
authority of the church, or the 52. er 
Ftyof their n nl id 

a true churchman at "has Anal 28 
fa hereafter ! 
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che beginning bf the laſt 3 when 
Dr: Cobel, 5 ü ' defence of ihat dear 
man, 'wibte as follows. s there 0 
of reproof im maiſter Mahrs 
but that virtuos muſt 56 falilto Þ 


ng 


ſi up tere mateers 
of givin 155 0 rea 


at f 
Watts this is a _ „Kc. But e 
it ie Heng 8 an ignorant veal ef ho- 
2 the -{crip türts, flie big of the 
4 of Natur is. 4 bateful wi aol | 
1 8 reafon arid 15 
wY 1 Rice bee beginnet —— 


Fol gu ol. 41 as if it Were ut 
cone or as if God hat ſo aettirfed: 
— ns it wer never ſhine, or give light 


s"Eontething our du 
2 im; but e wr ned 
in _— Revelation (s) called wormwond. - 
Witt "Deng Z fallen from hewven,/maketh 
waters, into which” it” FAI&th; 
pan Bhs Banc men taſting them; die th 
A number there are (as the Dodo?” Nees 
on). who thinke they, cannot admire as 
they ought, the power N authority of the 
word of God, if in things divine they" Would 
attribute any force to mats rruſon“, art: 
20. So little had men dilated their minds in 
thoſe days, and fo narrow” were their con | 


ceptions. Kl ; 5 11 13891 yer; 
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elucidated by men *of we ft in ie ſette 
world for ſtrength of reaſon, and clearneſi of j 
But this could never have been done in the, days of 
ſyſtem and thraldom of ſentiments, | 


— — — 
Ih t that ſoletmnnity, That ſome oſ the. 
argumebits of the remonſtrants de ſer ved 
no anſwer, ſince they were grounded, not 
n ren Vid. 
Brandt e i. p. 320, e. * 
Mal like thoſe perverſe men ꝙ Fey 
of whom. 8. Jerom ſpeaks;.Netunt. 
ratione N mus bona. fove mala. In Lai, 
* ee eee 
M rn $i be a. 
(9) ) Non yo pb any}. that 
| * 5 ſort of prejudice, in disfavour of 
reaſon, continued to the minds of 
many at another ſynod, the aſſembiy of di 
vines at N : Of e ewe 
glaring evi temaining to this' day. 
One of the 7 Ay" famed Ant. 
Burgeſs, ff ſenſe of preach» 
ers in th _ No great ene ar | 
in the world 122 be) to —— 
of God, than man's natural ragſan, and 
carnal rute Sermons, P. 355. 


(Ten plauſiblenefs of ee 
N and the congruity it hath in ſundry points 
with the principles of corrupt nature, and 
of carnal reaſon”, was the language even 
of the learned Bp. Sanderſon, — he 


relinquiſhed the narrow principles of his 
educa- 


(ws ” 
cliucation.3 Ht alba an Jnge 
ming 
La e — Ae 
do): rlieteby: following bisiovea me ge 
to ſuch einen, via Toacknawlegs, fresly: 


aud /readily\ito. 9 La ated 


of tion, of chitancy@ hath 
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Wee . _ 
vinted' theteofp rather thang (eek, 49585: 
lieve themſelves, by. Ae oolqurs: R 
vaſions. Pax eccl. 01113 2 
koch bait 03 abn. uon Haar: Soi (y) 
00 hope, fs Mr Chemnlhct0, be; 
Reste faith i yet emaſtot C illinguarti 
hopes * -calumayz rb dh, by 7 
a min may be. ſaved by ge 8 
Cbilli p. 327; and elſe heran 
Mal p. 1 90) Wh tata fads 10 — 
Menne tel seng dt raul 

66). «Mg; : Andrew) Cf che at. 
Aberdeen in Scotland (Idea hed? n 
your rraſan arid: your ni nd b cher 
the geutl . covenanty.and.. give. 
life“. Hickeringill : vol. 3. part 4. o, as he 
there remarks, eee «Deny ' 

your reaſan andi gout . belicve, 
yo Sampban's eyes, 
lead: him by the: noſe, ke om, 
grind“. 52 90 RBC: qa "2 New 
af 10 2 v4 1130470 was: 1 2 1 oi 
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( 146 ) 
al. ) Nom obſerve the ill effects of theſe 
and the like reveries in diſparagement of 
teaſon. Unbelievors hade taken the hint 
from ſuch foibles of divines, to diſparage 
revealed religion, tho under pretence 
extolling it. Thus the ſubtle. . of - 
| Chriftianity:not founded on argument, t 
© arg ch be gert Aren — 01 
— of moderns, Negſam, he he would have 

us believe, is not to be conſulted in judging 
of the evidence, or the ſenſe; of any ſup- 
poſed revelation; not in forming any of our 
r ae 0 RY 
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27 111. Then x) is, after all, a edu 
between extremes, between implicit faith 
and incredulity. Reaſon is that medium. 
Reaſon is the gift of God as well as re- 
velation, and ought therefore to be regarded 
as ſuch; and revelation itſelf reminds us, 
that we ought to be able to render a rea- 
fon of the hope and faith that is in us, re- 
lating to divine diſcoveries: which confirm, 
improve, and dignify every prineiple, et 
fentitnert. of gatijral ene, i, SONG 
„r : ++] 13 3 50 
1. Ma. archdeacon Doris: in his theory 
of religion, hath- excellendiy illuſtrated this 
ſubject, and done honour. to revelation, 


by. bh Judicious remarks 1 in fayour of. it. 
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RIS TIA vr. hath its foundation 
ole ſentimen are 'connat ural. 
wh the Human mind, or which una 
ably. tyring us in it; in the pro N 
lies, C6. p. % 1 
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Hh 4 wrong — "of nas i as to 
to em ade truth 175 3 5 To 
ee atid ſentiments, ever 4 
en reeſon, and "that only, and by 
a, All His opinions "whatſoever r 92 et 
TEE Dr. 1 | Docks, GE I, { WAR e 
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ow ore the wil of God, „ is 22 
reaſon, - The docttine of beni de 
faid, was the wiſdom of God; and there - 
fore it Was an injury done it, to make a 
fooliſh, kepfeſentatton of it. And' as al 
the forms, in which it had been deliyer 
were not wiſe 'ones; his great aim 4 
endeavout through 9 5 4 to throw, out 
of them whatever 2 not ſtand the mY 
of reaſon ; and he was himſelf ready a 
all times to give an e to any an 
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(8) 
that aſked bim ar eaſon of the Ei god. 
hape that was in him. Elle, p. p. Sms u 

e Glen be religion ines conſiſtent 
with reaſon, is not the A ein of the Bible, 
nor . way adapted to the human na- 
ture” urner” 8 religious and moral letters. 

iin 22 

„1 0 54 ich bar e, tha 

a fo ion whic 2 or rea IT be 8 
RR for, is not fit for a rational crea- 
ture td own, nor worth his keeping. A 
man dught to "know upon what 2 25 
he cher up his religion, before he pro 

it; and to give better reaſon for it, 

becauſe it is the religion of th dane 
wherein he lives, or that W e Was 
educated”, Bp. Ke ſerry.” WH; Fr 
e 1700. 
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6: „ uber OP" ONE 20 laid "OY 
5 free and im e uſe of theit reaſon, 
are juſt as fit for religion, a8 "ſheep and 
deen. For they differ only in" this,” that 
the one ſort are 1 5 5 without reaſon, and 
the other are brutes*with it“. Bp. Parke, 
Cenfure of the e piſs Fl : 4 
dic. L 351 Y 3113 
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7. Ix our religion be not ile in 
reaſon, it cannot be a religion calculated 
for 


{ 69 ) wr 
for rational Creatures. — A rational aid 
does not only imply no inconſiſten its 
notion, but is indeed the only kind o ont, 


which _ deſerves che game of faith”, Dr. 
Dodwel en, on rational, * : 


n 1. 


8. « 1 og a new light to the 
ſoul, but 19 t gut gur eyes. — 
WHAT$0 5 RED NST RIGHT REA- 
SON, THAT, N 0 FAITH CAN OBLIGE us 


TO:BEEI! EV". Bp. TO We . 
ase eee 1 


9. 1 To 1 this, © or "My to ke true, 
is not in my power, not depends upon 
BY will, but upon the light, and evidence, 
and information which, I have”. Dr. Ibbot, 


on on th gin — civil magilrate, Finals 


10 yy e ade 3 in * 6 
It « ſuppoſes the free uſe and exereiſe ot 
our alglable faculties, and is therefore 
to:be' propagated alter a manner ſuitable. 
to them; that is, in 4 raticnal Way of 
perſuaſion. All that external fotce can da, 
is to make men h ypocrites, and compel a 
formal exterior affent”. Dr. F iet Ae 
cars: W Ouch; Pp; 2462: 21112151 31teo 36: 
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1. W HE ſtudy of the Scripture ſeems 
to be under too much teſſtaint in 
moſt countries, from the impoſition of 
human articles of faith, and the preva- 
lence of ſyſtematical opinions in divinity. 
lt is te be wiſhed, that no reſtraints of 
this kind were permitted to ſubſiſt any 
longer, and that men were allowed full 
| liberty to trace out the ſenſe of the ſacred 

books to the utmoſt of their power, in 
every chriſtian kingdom; There can be 
no real danger from this liberty, whatever 

| men addicted to ſyſtems may fuſpect, or men 

i of politic ſchemes may ſuggeſt to the con- 

Fel 2. BEFORE experimental philoſophy took 

1 place, 
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| place, conjectures cartied all before them. 
The'royal ſaciety in England., ind the like 


Geistes abroad, diſcovered the! errors. of 
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„that we | hid in this kingdom * 
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mont, for invefti 
of revelation, as we have p | 


the book of nature, and thereby. 8 
hondur as well as juſtice to both ?— HA 
vill not human preſcriptions, like Aritoc les 
dictates in another caſe, be a bar to this, 
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8 Tut wile and then e 
Was for throwing off all ſuch reſtraints, 
and allowing 2 .libert „ in, both caſes 
alike. + * Let no man, ſaith he, imagine 
that we 1 80 too far, or be too well 
ſtudied, in he book of God's word, or in 
the book of God's: works, divinity or phi- 
loſp phy; but rather let men awaken them- 
5 and e urge and E An 
endleſs progteſs or proficiency. in 0th ; only 
let them bowarey OT. apply N 
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to ſwell ing, not to to oſtentation 
not to uſe d &c. De augment: ſeiont. 4, dt 
10 Mert en Mee ; $14 444 eee 
g. AN might renſon muſt be onrealegls) 
judging > ts the.true ſenſe, "ahalogy; "ant | 


deign:of ſcripture. 6 hi aun ich 
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vid tales hs no baue 6 ex of 
Scripture (anymore than f human decrees) 
fays Lord Falkland, than rraſon. If I Hall 
not be damned 8 my redſon 
(tho I miſtake) in in ing the ſenſe 
— — 
_— the ſenſe of ſcripture? (u) Or why 
NIST OY nr marry 8 tte Frey A YT 41 | am 


ks th; 
mM A en Ges may chin as 1004 | 
tinently applied to peremptory ſentences of damnation 
ſſed upon diſſentients, in whatever formularies of 
elief we. meet with them. An ingenious writer, in 
uſual way of expohing improprieties, takes notice 
of theſe ſolemn freedoms with divitie ſubſects. Au 
Doe fathers, He' tells us, made the [apoftles} creed, 
the ſhat' and total ſum of faith. Since which [times,] 
how many artearages and afttr-tecbinings have men 
brought us in? to which. if we will not pay our belief, 
our ſouls muſt de arreſted without bail, upon pain of 
-damnition”*. Dr. Fuller, ſtate, b. 3. * 20. 2 5 


wiſer and: better Would | -for_ chri 


ſuch raſh condemnation *% each other, = Wy N 


and act with more mildneſs and charity. “ Is any 5 


to de domned, if he believe not what the church, coun- 


_ Fils, fathers have ſpoken ? A papiſt may chance tq lay 


ſq: bur will either reaſon or * RY ſo with * 1 
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a leſs. fit interpreter. of the gne, than 
hs other. 555 = 'To the WhO follow 
their Feaſan inthe interpretation of the + 

tures, God will either give his grace 
aſſiſtapcę to find the truth, or his 
they mils it“. Die. on infallinnity.— In. ol 
8 all that can reaſonably be faid is this: 
cx *.It concerns, all rſons to ſee; that they 
theit beſt to 6nd outs the truth; and 
i "they do, it is certain, that let the errot 
be.\{either; ig itſelf, or in common eſtima· 
tion} never o damnable, they mall eſcape 
the rcd Ort: WE FFI: 9 17 6 damned 
VTV fot 
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1 4 religious conſcience Sun be 
think Wc oh becauſe he e not every 
thing that the ccni of Mice hath decreed'; ur 
Hlierom, or Auguſtine” have ſpoken? * have. con- 

felled themſelyes men ſubject to error, I know 
were ſo: And muſt I be bound; upon pain of dawmars 
to believe hat ir may be, in time, they themſelves be. 


22 is: K-14 3 > + of $6 ue £0 . 0 94 175 
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* It was 4 proper queſtion alked. ö 7 Dr. Billag, 


4 Why ſhould I c deem, or hate anot zer, becauſe 1 


conceive he erreth "fuch' and fuch points, when God 
bath 'not'peremiptori 2 ired either him or me ito 
know them at all, i us may be i ignorant of 
them with ſafety ?'— "The w Mp heaven is obvious 
4 b, and ealy d 1775 ray vie. by Bal believing 
the Fees wh elder; d Hlanding articles of chriſſia 
and by leading a godly,” rigbteous, and ſober life. — 
things are not only remote from. our ſaculties, 
but very diſtant cd from. our great ind necellacy 
dünnen On charity, p. 265, cke. 


lieved not? Dr. Liglsfut e 728 gp.) p. | 
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5 0 Th Z's * the ig roi 
pooh. 28 Biſhop * Taylor. F : 
EY ap ty Wee Tor 555 * i; #5; ** 


NG _ A TY Fe "to y tos much Nite 

y.many, üpon ſcriprare- 
3 or 4 ans : 
certain premiſeg, either found, or luppoſed, 


do be found, in ſeriptute. EY n n 11 


15 Lozw, Bacon long a; b fav” the Fall N 
lacy: too. often. anending Is We 01 rea- 


598 


dent a dependence an its validity 
«« Sometimes, faith his lordſhip, 75 
authority is attributed to 77 reh, 
principles. — Men are too we to uſutp 
ſtyle, Non ego,  ' fed dominus; and . — 
o but to bind“ it with the thuncer 
denunciation of curſes, and anathe ma's, to 
the terror of thoſe, ho have not ſuſſiclient- 
ly learnt out of Solomon, that the cauſeleſs 
8 ſhall not come“. + Many kon- 
troverſies do merel 5 to that Which 
either is not revea vo or [is not} poſitive; . 
and many others do $70 ps upon weak and 
obſcure ares or duQiony”. De Mw 
„ 1 on 
9. De. Fake is fomewhat 1 1 
dablers in ſuch deductions.— — As love 
| (ait 


255 ) 


(faith he) doth 3 and meg deat. pioft 


on their grand- children; : i theſe are in- 
dulgent to the deductions of their deductions 
and conſequential nope to the ſeventh 


anden | to be of the 
undation, tho“ [they 121 29 of the 
building, of religion”. Holy Aare, >. 3: 


63: 3g 


C BO yt. 10  brtuo?! 414443 80: HIS ende; 


10, Ir is a {judicious A nd folid” obferva⸗ 
od; en 5 find out what that faith 
ich was  oricedelivered to the ſaĩ 
n all chriſtians, there- 1.1 
25 method for a Gee Ne e 
to take, but to ſearch thoſe boo $11 which 
it was at firſt delivered. And Fg r for 


his direction in that inquiry by, ts x24 
thing oecefiary to be beſieyed b bin 
ſidle red as a chriſtian, ;i is in vor 


ations, but declared | exproſly to be ne 
te to his obtaining the fayour of Goa 


promiſed; to.chriſtiens”.. Rp; Headly, ferm. 
on Jude, ver. 3+ eee Jeri ture- 


n n 1 


is letters to 55 75 . 
— And a good remark in Taylor, 1 , 
Peorh. . k. ny 6% MN 
n C4 ga Rot JO 591 SECT. 
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left to be gathered by A 4-3 or od 
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conſequences, Tee the point well. « 
we . a8 Well as 5 
eugth of . cs -by Dr. 
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The Fel Wc 75 e men \ concerning 
e vum definitions and e in re- 
been fai, : 2M EL SE ay 
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1 HI perinde chriſtians: e 
+ adverſari videtur /ribunal de fide, 
ubs de conſtituatur;” [ſeil.-fivelin eo | 
clefia reformatd, five in non a ce 
ere Nr. Locle. W nne 


er rene out K arti- 
cles. of faith, did a world of miſchief, eſ pe- 
cially when they were turned into eccleſi- 
aſtical laws, and made obligatory”, Era/m. 
pref. to Hilar. cited by Mt. n annot. 


to his hilt, pP. Ie: 4, 3982, (Bt 


i Ir it 1 aſked, What, are * ne- 


principles of the chriſtian faith, the 
anſwer 


3 A cohere 


L'L 


anſwer is ealy, * that unleſs We will 


leave room for multiplying articles ot 57 5 


infinitely, they can Be no other than 
are expresſly required to be baicvaa.” 
order to our . — the chriſtian ſalva- 


tion”: Dr. "Fofter, ſerm. on ſchiſt.” PRI 


QF 110 
4 Tur "ahh on of lll Gia 
be Toke free. The words of the excellent 


Chillmgworth Would) never be out of re- 
membrance. By the religion of prote- 
ſtants I do not underſtand the doctrine ot 
confeſſion, of an N ſect or party, but 
that wherein they y all agr and Which 
they all fubſeribe, Vun ele harmony, 
ASA pete rule of their faith and actions, 
that is, The erg The BIBLE, I ſay, 
The BIBLE. ory, is the religion of Fre- 
reflantt! Wh Ns they Spelle e, be- 


fides it, and the plain, er indubi- 


table confequences of it, Well 
Hold it as wer of 2 bird mat 
ter of faith and religion, neither can they. 
RE eto their wn grounds 
bare it thetnfelves, nor tequire the belief 
of it of others, Without moſt high and moſt 
ſchiſmaticał preſumpfion.— “ In 4 word, 
there is no ſufficient certainty but of Scr. 
ture only, for any conſidering man to build 
upon. This therefore, and this only, I habe 
reaſon” to believe: This I will profeſs; 
| according 


E if ? 
"AS rd Ar live ande * * 


*s Lil ag fe Wh 
"Mp 5 5 4h l Wea, 
12 be ſorry Fo 5 ant ed 


7 6... Propoſe any. thing. 2 
0 2 5 od; A Freak A wee 5 
or 3 and, 1 it never {o e 


aſc Will ſubſeribe i it 
8 8 bm, Vin Ao dy no de- 
— ſtration can be ſtronger than this, God 
bath faid Th, therefore it 18, true, I am 
WY = that God . e 7 
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F. A very TRY textuaryy 115 LY 
ood man, difapproving of 1 8 tions upon 
1 liberty, and 0 tying. men down 
to a particular ſenſe of the more general 
words of ſcripture, ſpeaks, thus %% J am 
moved to expreſs my diſlike of a practice 
too common among the too many deno- 
minations of, chriſtians, Viz. the impoſing 
their on gloſſes and cee of 
ſcripture, as the undo Pd, certain, and 
infallible mind and will of Chriſt, Even 
proteſtant , churches, tho” 115 have juſtly 
caſt off the Romiſh Yoke, yet have not 
„ ſufficiently 


ne IE pas 55 SI XEx, 55 
5 a, Ts great ith} quoted jut b. 
im, Lomes I in here again with. cleſe pro 
=: and with his uſual force and ener J 
—/*"This preſumptuvus: ihpoſing of the 
ſenſes of men upon the general "words of 
God, and laying them upon mens 0 
325 together — this vain concti * 
that we can ſpeak of the things of 

better than in the words of Bad; 
deifying our un interpretations, and 
Fane x them upon bers; this refrain. 
ing of the word of God, from that latitude 
. generality, and the underſtandings of 
men, 1 x hberty, wherein Chrit and 
his apoſtles -left them, is, and; hath been, 
the only fountain of all' the chi Of the 
church, and that which makes them im- 
mortal; — Take away theſe walls of ſepara- 
tion, and all will quickly be one. — 1 250 
of chriſtians. only to belicye. in Chtiſt, at 

to call. b man maſter but him only; 
thoſe leave chiming. infallibility, that Have - 
0 title to it; and let them, that in their 
words  diſclajry 4 It fas. proteltants do] Ait. 


— reſtore chriſtians to their juſt and full 
2 2 en their underſtanding to 
AG 


im it likewiſe 1 in t ir gen e, 4 60 


{ 860 )) 

ture o rnd [then,} as rivers when'they 
ve a age, run all to the. oc | 

1 it 4 well be hoped, by God's bleſſing, 
that, Re gr? thus moderated, may 
ly-reduce-chriſtendom. to truth and 


To's : Rl of protec 8 135 4554 2. eee. 
* N 


5 


Ae 1 


Tur td on of of the 6 

— of faith, bas, ny often. been the 
9 of debate. no ar does 3 
tharity entend! in a 5 6 99 


The. queſtion can wered 
arly and er it s — Aa 
late ou ate of diſtingu 60 ſenſe and learns 


ing. No church N biſhop Sherlock), 


bas, nor have all churches together, any 
authority to make articles of faith; To. 
which nothing can be added, and ſrom 
which nothing can be taken. The a- 
tles themſelves were but teachers and 
witneffes of the faith, and had no au 
or commiſſion, to make new articles 2 
faith: — In this divided ſtate of things, no 
church has a right to be believed on its 
own word merely, without giving a reaſon, 
of the faith n And yet, this 


pretence of authoruty,"is the only thing that of 
8 be ſkid, and thereſote it always is ſald, 


to juſtify the dominion Which the chuf 
Romo has-uſurped over: the faith of chri= 


ſins”. Wat. 4. Dic. 12. 
- 8: Ne 


4 (an 


8. Nes is this any other RoRrige ih W. 
main, If you Welt donde N, than wines 
you i Ad 8 —— 21 
the origmal 5 
win give you the beſt uutheft e 
that of che firſt cd r e «ral» 
Thus Archbiſhop: Crummer ſpeaks. in # >. 
book again biſhop Gardiner, 1 5. 
« The” chart gf Chr is not founded 
ve itſelf; bur upon Chriſt and hiv word? 
J ce the pillar of trutk, Be- 
cauſe” Sth uppn'Ged's word; arif 
is the true und fre foundation" (95 A 
the regiſter” all mers Wills," and 
yet beth nne authority te add, change; 
or nabe ace any thing, ner yet "3 
the wills e the very words jo 
che | will' extend undd; even d hath * 


K ONT ne NM nen chu 
2 i 45 e. Ay - E wry; TT 


1 wo | (3) Upon tho funds l this - 
matzyt of thoſe — biſhop #eper withed and 


TN n WROTE 2 2 
Bubble pon the" 


de let burn Ga Mi. wed verb 
a 1 
1— 


he 
5 to e Ba war 455 Nags: the Ivy coun- 
cl prefixed to his book ich ne intitles, © A e ht; 


geliberacion the. hoiy prop bet | 
— witered befare 4 255 tings. maigfy, and vr er * 


able Councell, c. 1550. 


ks . 2 „„ 
* 


„ 
2 g farther power over the holy 
Which ae the 8 
. of God) but only to l it, and. _ 
ſee it obſerved and kept. For af the 
bk proceed further, to make any new; 
articles of Faith, : beſides the fcripture, or 
contrary. to the {cri ne fy (Ar ghee ot the 
farm of life according to the ſame, mo 
is it not the piller of N the chuxc 
of Cbriſt . — Again: The 8 6 75 hy 
cannot make ons article of Faith! „p- 5.44, 
456, 458. - It may be noti 
here. by the Way, What Was the notion o 
church- authority in thoſe early days of our 
reformation, and how. different it oe 
to be from the high claims made by om 
of our, zealous churchmen in Ae 
The auctorytie of the church, is to greach 
the remiſſion of ſ ynnes in the deth of Chriſt. 
This auctorytie 5 the keyes of the he king- 
dome of God that the church hath receyved. 
And: this Cauctorytie] is by the church 
8 ee to he r Eine 7. — 7 
F of Een if 
; Med, 8, IE 


16. WOr KS Arvers, artes. 
What 15 NOS. roduce was written wh 


IN 


e E By him. 
ſee ſome account of - this a> x \g 
"oye" $ memorials of Cranmer, b. 2. 4 +. 
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57 Tax 1 boa ved 6 be 
2 the eh Pd an 1 the 
5 Wi 


u 195 7 % lang 24 
Was dne or, th 4 
famous Dr. 75 05 Ramilds a 8 5 5 


> of e principal cone 
| 1 5 ori 
e bf he cr ur TH preater ch 1 5 


N ich concl 

e Hs 12 5 he A pony | 
voice of 3. the WG, of che church. ; 
550 1 1 1 F ben &. 
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1 thy 155 in the 1a 65 
bee, Ile 90 Eng, by. a 
for. the 9995 75 octor:1 in. jvinity ( | 3 
WA, great, afſurance.” infited po 1 125 


0, points,  Eccleha IN" 455 ital. 


1 determinands 451 put Mor 17 
Bu «© Heel efia Abet ff ris 5 15 Wot 
ſcripturas Sacra”, 4 1 55 5 
tofeſſor of divitity; ch nm K . | x 
Se 4 Fibo Was 1 a 


and ſcrupled Es affirm. o 75 N con ry, 
17 


follows? 4 chim 
2h 0 . 4 os e ; 


Um eme OPT; 5 ' melius My age | 
1 „ paſſunt, . quam 44 ee | 

ves Here 2 5 crols- -parpoſts 
in ſome earneſt, — We may recollect, that 
M 2 about 
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about ſix years; before this, the ſame difpur 
tatit had/offended: the learned proſeſſor at 
another trial of ſkill in the divighty-ſchooly 
aſſerting theſe; two e rg tenets, {*, Ec 
cla nunguam uit i this: And,“ Er 
ciglla non eee his making a great 
noiſe, brought him under the . — 
of beinga papiſt. Applying ita biſhop 

he Wt him for his ement, that 
he himſelf had formerly maintained che 
ſame two poſitions in a college-diſputat 
tion, and had:motiwith Be fame treatment. 


% 401443 N Ain e 35 0 81418 


| 1 10. Tross ſhrewd remarks. of the every 


memorable Hezſes: of Eton occur here v 
opportunely to our conſidetation.— 4 
Hath, he ſays, been the common diſenſe of 


chriſtians 1906 the beginning; not to con- 


tent themſelves with that meaſure of faith, 


v bich God and the ſcriptures have expresſly 


afforded us; but out of a vain defire to 
Know more than is revealed, they haue 
attempted to diſcuſs things, of which. we 
can have go light, neither from reaſon nor 
revelation > Neither have they reſted here, 
but upon ' pretence of church. authority. 

which is none, or tradition, which for the 

moſt part is but figment, e pe- 
remptorily concluded, and confidentij im- 
poſed upon others, 2 neceſſity of enter- 
Gining concluſions /of that nature © 3 and, 

| to 


* + 


s 
to ſttengthen themſelves, ES ea 
into div ka por factions, 
to man, "ſynod to 8 till che pon Bogen 
the church vaniſhed, withontall /paſlability 
of recall“. Trac of ſebiſm. See alſo his let- 
ter to Archbiſhop * Laud. Where he re- 
ou corroborates' the former obſervar 
3) *-D counts faith he, In paint of de- 
tiGon- f 80 if L fa y.of the 
authority of ub ceburch, that it it des 
know-no- adverſary that I have; the church 
of Rome only excp˙ted. For this cannot he 
true, except e make the church Judge 
of controverſies; the contrary to Which wo 
1 ly maintain agalnſt that church 
Burnet of the Charter- houſt, a perſpn 
of ike largeneſe of th aid atcaracy 
of judgement with Mr. Hue in ſuch mit- 
ters, was fully of the ſame opinion with 
him in this poinr of church- authority. 
« With the pfofeſſots of the rofotmed ro- 
Aigion, the aulboruty of the churrb, and her 
"definition ſor determination" in icantroverfial 
matters] 8'of! no no weight or validity”, &c. 
Vid. title · page tothe 0 
eee eee e eee ene e 
N. B. Tun ufs vompilers of out ar- 
ticles Claimbd av>aurbortyy in controveriics . 
- of: faith, as" ve ma — judge from 
- their es ds en b fuck authority 
AS 546 T5) Ter "208: — 103.2644 hen 
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ger, ditt; (v) the claufg u t 
head not Having been / inſerted t 
ears after, 4516, I thitik, Godt. 
1 i 1 eee 
4 ay, ien ws! #099 f N 4 
Ado if che chutch” hath "Hey, 1% Nr. 
Hales aſſerts, no ſuch authority y, nor is there? 
- fore (as the church of Rotie —— —— 
be) the judge of controverſies;" it ſeetns to 
follow very clearly, chat the eh din 
Saller i ny Bs to chfiſtians any arti- 
cles of ih of religion in iter Son- 
ttoverſy. Which nevertheleſs ve ſee our 
church hath moe e in not 4 fe- of Her ar- 
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15 e the ca at has inconſiſtent herein? 


The firſt Wig reed were not, Lins claimed 
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0 See n in n Wilkins, &. 


0 r reformers were WAY upon this point, and they 
good reaſon. For before their time the authority 


= the church had been carried beyond all bounds, It is 
plain that whatever ſhare they retained of that auto- 
| Tity, it was only a more moderate and modeſt degree 

of the old claim of infallibility. Which infallibility the 
popiſh doctors graunded upon Chriſt's promiſes to his 
church. “ The church is Chriſtes ſpouſe, the foun- 
dation and pyllar of the: truth, to wWhome Chriſte pro- 
myſed the holye ghoſt, the ſpitite of truth, .w 

-ſhulde: abyde with it for euer, that it ſhuld not * 4 ” 
erre in the faith“. Dr. Rycharde Smyth's defence. of 

the maſſe, 1540. fol. 177. 


no ſu ch. autbori *$f 1 5 
15 1 ne BY Fu 

Was, W cir Ws 
chiefly, a 18 0 


ede 
dali hexe 
af the. grrors gh popery, 165 
0 1 Ea N20 406 1 2 
times. — ater ed Hou 'propoti 
9; a ſtep farther and require a general 355 
very lep. 4 be from the clergy, ſaw, it is 
likely, a in order to Wake 
Sele demands co NN "of © aflectingab 
5 5 in the church ous 


matters of controverſy, and *confequ 


to make fhch"Jema ned th 
had be Pg 145 e his,” fo 


preſent, 1 take to be the truth of . 
renn AI 
k LTC; 10. mech OJ 3 DUH” 
Bur be that' as ref bes „ 
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(**) 1 — adtiee,, Mat, in the acticletiof 
Ireland, compoſed *by*the-convocation of: Dublin, AA 
16155 the controverted clauſs is omitted; W bich;furgly, 
was not done without" reaſgny.though aw..overeruling 

faction ordered mattets otherwiſe-in a fublequent eige- 

Thoſe original articles may be ſeen in Wilkins, Conil. 

vol. 4. At the heud of { appearsy very properly. 

the true and only ſolid ground of Huoteſtantiſm g U 

Tue Seripture the only: ole of Faith. 89. tif E 


e, 40 eee Py Bus 


F 1653 0 


6 other A J. that the church Bur h 
ai We know not where it may; 


8 what 15 it maß produce, 


Ae riods,. and on, Fir 
"Ft, 1h: | Ye. thought fit to 


t en he the” Kreteh ()). 
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is there att ned to it b the are 
tele? "Nt 7. a 2 5 1s. 18 anti 
the affertion.. ple The 4 Il Mach 
e LY ede 
l 2 i gon: the! 
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yIlrSir Ka, Dering. xemanitrated in cantflenbby 
ix this 2 thority, 11050 out the i conſequences” 
. 5 produce. ring, he ſaid, 2 dangerous 
Mfluence pon bur belief, by fu ng our” faith to 
:refalutions”£; (Speech, 164. And he com- 
ained at the ſame time of the unfair treatment which. 
rt. 7 Ainſon, the learned divinity- lecturer of Mag- 
Ball, met With at his examination for ordets, . ö 
from the 'diſhop of "Oxford's chaplain; who, being 
previouſly - reſolved to diſappoint bim, contrived on 
Purpoſe to embarraſs him wich captious queſtions: one 
of which was this; Hath ebe church quizbority in matters 
of faith? The other three were theſe : May the ing. 
book of. ſports be read in rh church without offence þ 223 
It bowing no, 45 the nltar lawful? — Ir botoing 
ar the * Jeſus l — Hertel was evidently a 
etch of © e i the buſineſs of examinution, xy, 
oceding the cribed dy the lat However, 
Mr. Bullen o, — the deſign, and declining | 
to give peremptory anſwers to ſuch; enſnaring inter 
es, was, in ſhort, denied orders, tho“ he bad 
af proper quilifiturions to ſit him fot the miniſtry. >, 
Let learned diſputante how H. They A ney U 5 
pleaſed to re-conſider, What are thoſe ! qualifications; 
W the proper teſts of them? 
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articles to be aſſented to, in any orhe 

of religion? Or 8 chers, an 1 Gif 


between anthoxil goa CONNER de 
thorifing an article, as giving . 


27 i 
AY. i 


5 


eng el feript ure? Phe Member pe ny tony 
it ou ght ob e of Joo 
l. wwe may embrace or n 


explication therein, as wo ſhall fee reason 
to do either; would it nbt he bert 17 3 
leave the latter UN, as profelling i to ad 
the ſenſe of ſcripture, upon che- Tama fog. 
ing; Viz. to be — ah et 
only the egen fen B if 988 AER. FO 
any any Hm reticular fubject or ſubjects, but not 
| with a Ce that it hall never 
de diſcuffed, cbrtected, br agered Upon bete 
ter evidence? "Barring ſucl 4 anion, l 
attiele may be troe, Or Otherwife (the an 
Mon ag, taking no ulterarlem im ff either 


A) 


— 
— —U ũ— 
—— ꝶ6— 


G) 


way).and therefore, ought in x * 

det ed, and may, ſafely be Ie 7 
Withont requiring; ſubſeription. 
ohly ties men dv vn to the ſenſe 
wien W ee to be left rec, 92 55 
on. Ul, * 481 $1 1%, un 21 Hin Ao 


{+ > * 4p 1 78 F 
- 1 * 17 y +7 : id 0 


0 Woe little 7 in this zn 
If we fuppale the church inveſted With the 

. authority pleaded: for, is the-not at 1 5 15 
| toi fam thay A. Fee Na other 
<ontroyerted points? Supppſe, for inſtance, 
the ſhould determine in convocation, and 
prevail with the legiſlatnie to'ordet,” That 
Calvin s inſlitutiomt, or the 1 ces eg 
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00 Some of lr about a Hd "Yar 
Ae, have obtruded upon us the decrees of 
as no leſs binding 1 5s than in the Nether- 

lad, And ſot what Teaſon'?/ Becauſe 2 ames had 
ſent over delegates" to that meeting, ey gave, 
their uſfent to thoſe determinstions. Well, bur wouſd- 
this conclude the whole church of England, ab. having, 
given the like aſſent ? Judge from hence. The king, 
t the church of England, ſent over / thoſe; ivines 
(abe, by the way, made ſeveral remonſtrances gainſt 
the proceedings of the ſynod:) This church bad no 
repreſentatives there. And yet the {ſynod bad the aſſu - 
rance to make it an order, That the doctrines con - 
tained in their canons, ſhould be looked upon as the 
doctrines of the reformed churches”. See ſome jult re- 
ſlections on theſe and the like matters in AMeun,f Hf 
appeale to Ceſar, p. 704 e. Of which, more here · 
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e printed text of the Hebrew bible, | 
the only trum original text, and nevet to 
we e e the e 
cat ee of that original? oe - That 
the preſent” Engliſh verfion is equally ſo? - 
With other-determinations'of this kind. 
<"The {oppoſition being Wowed,” zs it 
aa nly keins te follow;; Kein the-autho- 
Mr ene by the church in ſuch con- 
matters ; What a checke would 
bay He Herman be to the leafned aa 
ins of Dr. Kennicot, Dr. A 
ind othe ers, in retrieving,” 
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ho 25 the title of, «© A conſeſſion 
e faith generally and unanimouſly 
maintained by. the, believers, diſperſed 
throughout the Low-countries, who defire 
to live according to the purit of the goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt”, This was 

by the joint a tion of ſeveral learned 
and cific divines of thoſe countries. 
But chen we are told, «that none who 
were concerned in it, ever deſigned it for 
a rule of faith to -others,, but only for a 
an, DP, {or ee of what 2 


1 


7 ri 
(fy 
themſelves believed”. | Book 5. fub. an. 1561, 
(c) The hiftorian's' remark here is this 2 
That men ſhould endeavour to turn hu- 
min pofitions' and doctrines into a rule uf 
faith; is not only too great an ineroachment 
upon the holy ſeriptures, but likewiſe in- 
compatible with the liberty of propheſying, 
and ſhuts the door againſt further inquiries, 
that mi ee e — FE 
mation and union of chriſtians. Aunoti on 
bi 5. f our ideas of divide truths; 

Mr. Herport (fpeaking of the Helvetic 
confeſſion) muſt be modelled achording to 
this confeſſion, to what purpoſe do we 
buſy ourſelves in inquiries after truths? 
The profeſſors in univerſities muſt compoſe 
their lectures and explain the holy ſcriptures, 
according te this rule; and thus ſcripture, 
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le) Long before this, even To early as the year 1 53 
Luther declared his ' ſentiments to the ſame purpoſe, in 
favour of liberty. Having laid bis. articles of concord 
beſote the Sener Rates. at Schthalkeld, in the year 
above-mentioned, f id, we are far 
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x 
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| '« Theſe articles, he.ſaic 
from iſſuing out as fr jet injuncriu (this would be re- 
vivitig'the popiſh detretals) but only as a teſtimony and 
declaration of Oum belief, i. e., the belief of himſeli 
and&his proteſtant brethren, who,jomed with him in ex 
hibiting that teſtimony to the world; — To this de- 
claration Mr. Herport, hereafter to be cited, ſubjoins 
therfollowing remark ; - Never bad any, ſuch atticle 
as this come from Luther's pen, , could 'he-have foreſeen 
that it would [in after times] be impoſed as a rule of 
faith“. Eſſay on ii uths, (Lo: d. 1768) p. 176, 177. 


4 us J2 „ 
e f A | ee b e 
ſubzect +6 human pbſitious e I 
truths} Sect. rg Cheiſt doth not ff,, 
thut his diſeiples fall be known by the 
name o any man 1 e 
by embtacing ſor profeiiing] any patticu 
cſi 0 Without 8. 85 
the: holy F much Joſe by — * 
teruuls, or hunian inventions, but by ur. 
0 ſhall al men know: that yr ate 
My difciples, if ye hu one anbther. . Mr. 
Brandis detlic. 25 his Hiſt- off the tefor- 
mation. If this im tidiſtinction Hatt 
been well conſidered; and laid thorowly to 
heart, by thoſe who, at the opefung of the 
reformation, framed confeſſions, catechiſmis 
articles, &c;- they would have bern mort 
cautious, and the world would have been leſa 
ttoubled with diſputes. They would have 
judged it ſufficient to deliver their own 
ſentiments, Ty eg, them upon 
others... Hul 20) Tini, | | * 1300 WI 
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2. Or cbe gte ag intent of the articles | 

850 our owp chutth, we have this account; 
In the year 1551, "the: King and: 'Covntil 
gave commiſſion to Archbiſhop Cyanmer, 
to frame a book” of articles for the pre- 
ſerving and maintaining peace and unity 
of doctrine in this church. This was the 
oY And chief e br view, when "this 
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mmiſſion was given, and af ,very..gogd = 
—.— it certainly was, nods — 
and preſerve peace in the realm. The next 
Wear, the archbiſhop publiſhed; the box 
t articles that , been., propoſed, on d@ 
publicly owned as the ſum of the do- 
teine of the church of England, being oal- 
_ culated. and intended hy him, to create con- 
cord and quietneſs among men, and to put 
an end to contentions and diſputes in mat- 
ters of religion”. Accordingly the archbiſhop, 
we are told, expreſſed his hopes, that it 
theſe articles were unixerſally ſubſeribed 
to by the clergy ſan expedient that ſeems 
not to have been at firſt intended] ſuch 
Pace and, quietneſs in religion would ſoon 
low, as otherwiſe would not be in many 
years”. But the event has turned out other- 
wile: ſince, nor has the, controverſy. about 
articles ſubſided to this day. — However, 
thoſe articles, being in number 4a, were 
agreed to in the convocation this year 
(which - ſeemed to, be ſufficient for one 
time) and were, in the year following, being 
the laſt of K. Edw. VI. publiſhed, by the 
King's authority. The archbiſhop acknow- 
leged, that he laboured to have the clergy 
fubſcribe them, but, againſt their wills, 
he declared, that he compelled none, (4) 
ode; e off rb e ee 
+ (4) We have ſomething fimilar to this in the br 
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6 
only exhorting ſueh as were willing before 
they. did ſubſcribe"! Strypes memorials! 
of Cranmer, b. 2. ch. 28, and 34. 

eee MEL enen wenn inen e 
3. You may ſee in the annalr" of this' 
hiſtorian, under the year 1559, 4 declara- 
tion drawn up by biſhop Sandys and other 
principal men of the church, 6” remove” 
the common obſoquy of the papiſts againſt 
the reformed,” repteſenting them às a ſet 
of men who were inconſiſtent with them 
ſelves, and had no agreement of doctrines 
among them. Hereupon they ſet; forth 
their declaration in the moſt free, and open, 
and honeſt manner, acquainting the world, 
"10% SITTER een Erna? i enn that 


of Epiſcopius, recording the prudent fer benrames of that 
great man towards diſſentients, hen he could not con 
vince them by arguments. Quamvis ab aliis ſen- 
tentia diſcreparet, neminem tamen unquam cenfringi 
voluit, ut ſue ſententiz adſentiretur. Quos vi ar- 
gumentorum convincere non poterat, corum paratus 
erat errores fraternè tolerare. Fundamentum hujus to- 
lecantiz erat, quod (ſicut omnes ſtatuunt proteſlantes)- 
omnia quz unicuique neceſſaria ſunt creditu & fact 
ad æternam ſalutem, plenè ac clare in ſacrd cri 
contineantur, utpote unicd ac infallibili regula fidei 
morum, nobis à Deo & ſeſu Chriſto, ſolo & ſupremo 
1 tradita. Quodcunque itaque nullo modo, 
vel non clare, vel gon addita neceſſitatis nota, ad c 
ſequendam vitam æternam in /cripturg continetur, ne- . 
nini unguam ut neceſ/arium creditu preſeribere conatus . 
f., p. 326.— dee the next note (e). * 
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( 178 ) 
t that they had been even forced, through 
the vain bruits of the lying papiſts, to 
give up a confeſſion of their faith, in order 
to exhibit the ſum of that doctrine which 
they profeſſed, and to declare that they 
diſſented not among themſelves” (e). 


- Furs ſeems to be the moſt juſtifiable 
cauſe of framing and publiſhing confeſſions. 
of faith. in proteſtant churches (f). F 
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(e) Difference in opinion & uſages breaks not the 
unity of the general faith of chriſtians and proteſtants. 
They are ſtill one body in Chriſt, and under him their 
ſupreme legiſlator, notwithſtanding any diverſity in 
particular modes and ſentiments. Our reformation was 
built upon this principle, and upon this alone can it 
ſtand and proſper. © Certainely (faith biſhop Fuel) the 
general confeſſion. of al our people, and of our whole 
churche, is this: Mie beleeue In Cod: Wee beleene In 
Chrifte : Mie beleeue In the holy Ghoſie”, Defence of 
apol. p. 87. This is the grand foundation of our faith: 
Herein we are all united. There is but one true 
faith of all true chriſtians Our ſauiour Chriſt praieth 
that his diſciples may be one in God and him theyr 
redeemer. And this vnitye all proteſtantes retaine, not- 
withſtanding diverſity of opinion in one article, and 
any contention about ceremonies : euen as the apoſtles 
were one, in one God and Chriſt, although there was. 
variaunce about circumciſion and ceremonies“. Dr. 
Fulle againſt Briftow, objecting the diſcord and in- 
conſtancy of proteſtants, p. 137, 82. 1 nl 


(e) The remonſtrants in Holland ated wiſely, when 
finding themſelves on ſome accounts obliged. to publiſh 
| - 
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4. Anp as this appears to have been the 
original and principal intent of ordering. 
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declaration of their tenets, they nevertheleſs required 
. fubſeriptions to it. [A. Di 1620;ÞF in cohventic - 
miniſtrorum, habità deliberatione, decretum tandem off 
confeſſionem five dec/arationem ſententiæ remonſtrantium 
de articulis fidei chriſtianæ ſcribendam, Mota, quidem 
eſt difficultas C Scil.] compertum” eſſt ſemper, ac in 
omnibus ſectis/ ejuſmodi conſeſſtonles lapſu temporis itt 
regulis fidei mutatas eſſe, cui auftritt um unumquemqusm 
poſtea voluere, ac juxta quas de puritate & impuritate 
fidei judicatum eſt. Sed alũ aiebant, contra remonſtrantes 

nulla re magis remonſtrantes populo ſuſpectoꝶ in viſdſque 
facere conari,, quam ſpargendo eos multas haireticas 
doctrinas fovere, ideòque confeſſionem ſeribendam eſſe 
decretum eſt: verum ad impediendum quominus po- 
ſteris temporibus ulli, ut norma fidti, præſeriberetur, 
præfigendam præſationem, qui verus finis* ſcopuſque 
confeſſionum, earumque auctoritas exponerentur aſten- 
dereturque eas non eſſe regulas ptæſcribentes quid qui 
que credere debeat; ſed ſolummodo declarationes ſen- 
tenti ILLORUM, qui confefflones edunt, qua 
proinde ad verbum Dei explorati oporteret: & qu 
neminem ulterius obſtringant, quam quatenus cum 
verbo Dei eas convenire videret“. Vita 8. Epiſcopu, 
Amſt. 1701. p. 277. — © If we conſult the ancient 
annals of the church, they who firſt pur forth ſuch 
ſymbols, confeſſions and larations, had no other 
deſign, aim or end, but thereby to teſtify not what was 
to be believed, but what THEY THEMSELVES believed: 

— And certainly, if all declarations and confeffions 
hadi at all times kept within thefe-bounds,” they Had niit 
indeed at any time obtained any dictator- lixe dignity 
or authority, much leſs greater than, or equal to, the 
ſcriptures in the church. Preface to the: confe hon of the 
emm/lrants befote- mentioned. Lond. 1676. 
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any articles at all to be drawn up, and ſet 
forth as the public confeſſion of this church; 
ſo it is no leſs evident from ſeveral ſub- 
ſequent declarations, that this continued 


afterwards to be the chief aim of the civil 


government in enjoining them. The go- 


vernment intended them ptincipally as the 
means of peace, in regard to differences 
about religion, among the ſubjects. It is 
the office and ts of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, as it is for the benefit of the whole 
realm, to ſecure this point ; and the ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſtate is ſubordinate to the civil 
in this matter. We ſee what was chiefly 
intended herein, by the ſeveral injunctions 
that have formerly and more lately been 
iſſued out by our ſovereigns: and the de- 
claration (tho' now of no validity) which 


| ſill continues to be prefixed to our articles, 


leaves us no room to doubt of this. Peace 
and order are the principal things in view : 
and the care of theſe, in the affair of ar- 
ticles, is committed by the temporal pow- 
ers, to thoſe who have the more im- 
mediate overſight of the concerns of the 
church (g). f 

3 Fes 5. ARCH= 


Ig) It is ſomewhat remarkable, that. divines have 


generally infifled more upon identity of opinions, than 


ſtateſmen thought fit to do, who judged other means 


more 
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ah ARrCHBISHOP Whitgift's declaration, 
in regard to what are called the. Lam- 
beth-articles, of 1595, is Well Known. 
His earneſt and hearty defire, he tells 
us, in ſetting forth thoſe articles; was, to- 
have the peace of the chürch generally; 
ſecured in all places, eſpecially, as he adds, 
in the ' univerſity”, that had applied to 
him to interpoſe in their diviſions; where 
the claſhings of ſome learned men {in 
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more neceſſary, and more conducive to the public. 3 


peace, This was particularly the caſe in Holland, where 
we are told that about the beginning of the reformation, 
„The laity had more liberal notions of religion than * 
the clergy ; many of the latter meaning no ing e 
by it but an agreement in all points ith their tearbirs 
or tutors; but the former, à religious worſhip purged from 
great abuſe, and not too much limited with reſpett ia 
epinions about diſpatable points. — The eccleſiaſtics 
aimed only at deciſions and definitions: The magiſtrates 
at peace and mutual forbearante. Thaſe endeavoured 
to ſhut up the church by Iimitatians in many doubtful 
articles: Theſe to ſet it open as wide as poſhble, for 
all chriſtians of unblameabſe lives”, Brandes hiſt; ref. 
b. 10. p. 308,, 309. — 'There is in La Reche's\abridge« 
ment of that hiſtory (p. 370) a paſſage that would make 
one ſmile. The deputies of Zeland coming to * 
prince of Orange, to addref him upon the ſubject o 
their religious opinions, Gentlemen, {aid the prince, 
J ama ſoldier: Theſe ars theological matters, whith I don't 
underſtand; and 1 don't trauble myſelf about them? 
0; princes and ſtates have,other matters te mind 
a any would do well to mind diſputable mat“ 
ers leſs. 
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their lectures about ſome abſtruſe points 


which neither ſide ſeemed to underſtand) 


could, it was then thought, be no other- 


ways reduced to meaſures of moderation. 
One thing was very commendable in the 
Archbiſhop. on this occaſion, ſhewing his 


lenity and prudence, in that divided ſtate 


of the church and univerſity. For he 
recommended and directed, that in teach- 


ing thoſe propoſitions, diſcretion and mo- 


deration ſhould be uſed ; — that ſuch as 


ſhould be in ſome points differing in judge- 


ment, might not be of purpoſe ſtung, or 
juſtly grieved; — and eſpecially, that no 
bitteraeſs, contention, or perſonal reproof, 
or reproaches, ſhould be uſed by any 
towards any ; — and that the propoſitions 
nevertheleſs. muſt. be ſo taken and uſed, 


as their private judgement (viz. the private 


Judgement of. the compilers, ] 7hinking them 
to be true, and correſpondent to the doc- 
trine profeſſed in the church of England, 
and eſtabliſhed by the laws of the land“. 
Thus modeſtly and cautiouſly (ſays Mr. 
Sirype) did the Archbiſhop adviſe that 
they ſhould be held and eſteemed. Li Je of 
Wp. 4. ch. 17, 19. 


6. As, here-in England, ſo in proteſtant 
churches abroad, the chief care of the 
temporal governors has been, to ſecure peace 

= 1000 


(/ 188: )) | 
in the civil and eccleſiaſtical ſocieties (h). 
Such peace, it is ſuppoſed by many wiſe and 
good men, might be obtained here in grea- 
ter meaſure, by relaxing certain terms now 
enjoined. We fee ſome evidenees of this 
by ſeveral good effects that followed the 
act of toleration : and we have the pleaſure 
to obſerve, that ſome of thoſe effects are 
ſtill improving. And may they always 
improve and go forward, till we become, 
by degrees, a ſpiritual city that ſhall be 
at an happy and laſting A th in inſelf! 
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/  (h) See the public accounts of the preſent ſtate of the 
united proviaces, and of Pruſſia, in regard to pon 
regulations; and particularly of thoſe made at Genera, 
as ſet forth Dr, Chandler, Mr. J. * Philips, 


Keate, and others. | 


1 SECT. 


s Er. e 


Ohl. to requiring Ment chi Aar. 


tion to ſuch declarations.—S! ame remarks 


on the ſynod of Dort. 


1. T1 ORD Bacon, above a century and 
half ago, delivered his thoughts 
about ſubſcriptions. in terms that ſhew he 
had no favourable opinion of exacting 
them. Speaking of the church-governors 
of his time, — Their urging of ſub- 
ſcription (he ſaid) to their own articles, 
is but  /aceſſere & irritare morbos eccleſie ; 
which otherwiſe would exerciſe and ſpend 
themſelves. He ſeeketh not unity, but 
diviſion, who exacteth that in words, 
which men are content to yield in action. 
And true it is, there are ſome which (as 
I am perſuaded) will not eaſily offend by 
inconformity, who notwithſtanding make 
ſome 
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ſome conſcience to ſubſcribe", Aabvertiſe- 
ment concerning controver/ies. — The caſe of 
that worthy, petſon Mr. Euſebjus Paget 
(mentioned, in , Szrype's life of Archbp. 
Whitgift, b. 4. ch. y) will in ſome meaſure 
exemplify what the Lord Bacon here touches 

upon; as will alſo what is recorded by 
the authots of the firſt Admonition to the 
parliament, fol. 1. viz. ** Immediately: after 
the laſte parliament holden at Weſtminſter, 
begon in June 1570, and ended in anno 


1571, the miniſters of God's holy word 


and ſacraments were called before her ma- 
ieſties hygh commiſſyoners, and enforced 
to ſubſcribe_ unto the articles, if they 
would kepe theyr places and liuyngs; and 
ſome for refuſyng to ſubſeribe, were vn 
brotherly and vncharitably intreated, and 
from theyr offyces and places remou- 
ed (i). 0 n. N * 46 
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(i) Conſidering the character of our good reformers, 
and the low eſtimation in which they generally held 
the doctors of the ſchools, I ſhould. hardly have ex- 
pected to find any notice taken of thoſe ſophiſis in any 
of our articles; ſuch men, and their definitions, being 
really below the notice of ſuch excellent perſons. And 
yet in their 13th article, we ſee they pay ſome. regard - 
to the diſtinion made by thoſe frivolous caſuiſts, touch- 
ing grace (or merit) of congruity ; a term, by the way, 
not very intelligible to men of plain ſenſe, any more 
than that other of thoſe ſchoolmen, concerning grace 
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2. Tax obſcurity and pecukar turn of 
certain articles, formed upon the model of 
the old ſcbobl-divinity, and the requiring 
ſubſcription to them, appeared even to men 
of rigid principles to deſerve a little recon- 
ſideration. — Three biſhops (viz. Bucks 
eridge, Hewſon and Laud) in an addreſs to 
the duke of Buckingham, 1625, acknow- 
leged, that ſome opinions are fit only 
for the ſchoolt, and to be left at more 
liberty. And therefore (ſaid they) to make 
any man ſubſcribe to ſchool- opinions, may 
juſtly ſeem hard in the church of Chriſt, 
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E of condignity, as they called their ent. 
e the ſenſe what it will, the chriſtian religion has no 
concetn with it, and the N. T. may be underſtood 
much better without it, and without all other inven - 
tions of the ſcheols. — Upon a ſerious review; of this 
article; in which, as far as it can be underſtood, there 
ſeem to be ſome. queſtionable poſitions, I am incli- 
ned to aſk, Is the knowlege of this article, "and ſub- 
ſcription to it (barring law-injunctions, and temporal 
conſiderations) really neceſſary to qualify a man for 
holy orders? And may not a man be a faithful diſpenſer 
of the word of God, and an able. miniſter of the N. T. 
without either? — The ſame query may perhaps be 
pertinently applied to ſome other articles. — But, 1 
ſubmit this, as I do every thing I write, to the con- 
ſideration of better Judges. — Let the purity and ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel be preſerved, or, where otherwiſe 
modified, reftored, I am content. Every man, for Me, 
may ſtill retain his own opinion, And 1 may there- 
fore reaſonably deſire, that no man would lay a re- 
ſtraint (ſince none has a right to lay any) upon mi ne. 


7) 
Trent”. Heylin's life of Land. Cinis 
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3. Bis nor Taylor well knew what he 
ſaid, and his reaſons for it, when he took 
the liberty to remind churches, That 
no particular church ought with rigour 
to require ſubſcripriont to articles, givin 
this reaſon ; becauſe (ſays he) in the diviſion 
of hearts that is in the world; it is cer- 
tain that ſome [good men may diſint, and 
then either they ſhall be afflicted, or elſe 
tempted to &ypocriſy. Of either of which, 
if eccleſiaſtical laws be guilty, they are 


not for ediſication: they are neither juſt, ' 


nor pious, and therefore oblige not”. Dug. 
dubit. I. 3. See Caſaubom s anſwer to 
the French king touching matters of 
conſcience, in La Roche s Abr. of . Brandt, 

p- zoo. See allo, p. 439, the caſe of Ep 
copius e And of ſeveral others, in p. 5 59. 


4. "Many of theſe 39 articles. (faith 
biſhop . Burnet) do relate to /abtde and 
abjiruſe points, (x) in which it is not cafy 

to 


— » On 0g" _ 


—__ 


(k) To mark out but one; original fin, What is 
that ſin ? or how to be deſcribed in expreſs words of 
ſcripture, and agreeably to the true meaning of ſcripture, 
when ſpeaking of the fall? For it isa juſt yy 

66 


8 8 % 
8 1 j 


to form a, clear judgement; and much-leſs 
can it be convenient to impoſe ſo great a 
collection of tenets upon a whole church, 
to excommunicate [as in the gth canon] 
ſuch as affirm any of them to be erroneous, 
and to rejeR. thoſe from the ſervice of 
the — 4 cannot aſſent to every 
one of them; — it being, in many caſes, 
a great hardſhip to exclude ſome very 
| _ deſerving perſons from the ſervice of the 
church, by requiring a ſubſcription. to 
ſo many, particulars, (I) concerning ſome 
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That every point advanced as chriſtian doctrine, 
| ought to be found in ſcripture, and explained by ſcrip- 
ture, ſtrictly regarding the principles there taught, and 
the eſtabliſhed ſenſe of phraſes there uſed”, — With 
all due deference to the article {which was formed upon 
ſome unhappy notions of St, Auſtin and others) it may; 
I think,. be prudent to forbear all harſh conſtructions, 
which claſh with the attributes of God, and diſhonour 
his ſacred revelation. Something of this kind occurs 
in one of the pieces of the late celebrated Mr. Hervey, 
which doth no credit to our article, and may be thought 
too rigid a notion for ſo benevolent and good a man 
to entertain. Vid, Theron and Aſp. vol. 1. dial. 5. 
Our late metropolitan, it is ſaid, hath left fome vas 
luable ſtrictures on that treatiſe. And ſurely, notwith- 
ſtanding the great run it has had, and continues to have, 
among a particular claſs of men, neither the moſt con- 
ſiderate nor the moſt judicious, it may deſerve ſome 
, more maſterly animadverſions, than have as yet been 
beſtowed upon it. | dQ} 2126191 £41, 28006: 


0033230 Oo: 


h pr. Runen in bis eli on the 29 antcles, ith. 


2 
- * * 


- ” - Y 
P WE LY 
of which they are not fully ſatisfied”. 
Intrad. to exp. 39 artides, p. 1, 6. 
5. Axpo his lordſhip's judgement con- 
cerning the continuing of theſe requiſitions 
in the church, is generally well known 
from the cloſe of the hiſtory of his own 
times; where he delivers his mind with 
freedom in theſe words, — The requir- 
ing ſubſcriptions to the 39 articles, is a 
great impoſition. — The greater part of 
thoſe that ſerve in the church, ſubſcribe 
without ever examining them; and others 
do it becauſe. they muſt do it, tho' they 
can hardly ſatisfy. their conſciences about 
ſome things in them, Churches and ſocie- 
ties are much better ſecured by laws, than 
by ſubſcriptions : It is a more reaſonable 
as well as a more eaſy method of govern- 
ment”, | 


6. We. may here add this farther re- 
mark of this intelligent perſon, concern- 
ing the inefficacy of ſuch forms in general 
to accompliſh the end propoſed. by them. 
— Men whoſe opinions are ſo different 
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ſome remarks relating to the great number of articles 
to be ſubſcribed, and faith in one place, that many 
— 2 are of little moment, and might well be ſpa- 
Te . | 
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[as thoſe. of different parties generally are,] 
can never be brought to an agreement in 
ſuch opinions. And the ſettling on ſome 
equivocal formularies,. will neyer lay the 
contention that bas ariſen concerning them”. 
Pref. to:exp. of the articles, — Set below 
ſeck. x. 5. 


7. Waar the biſflop ſays about equi- 
vcal formularies, and their total unavail- 
ableneſs to adjuſt controverſies, and give 
content to men of different perſuaſions, 
will be found abundantly verified by the 
determinations of the fynod of Dort; 
which inſtead of clearing up the old, created 
new difficulties, and engaged the different 
parties in freſh and more numerous con- 
teſts. Accordingly, the remonſtrants com- 
plained, that now they. were worſe 
fatisfied than before; that thoſe points 
which before were but private opinions, and 
diſbutable problems, and fo accounted, are 
now made neceſſary truths, and canonized 
decifions. And they ſay farther, (and ve 

truly] that this hath been the prime” cauſt 
of all /ch;/ms and ruptures in the church 
in all ages, viz. That matters of faith, and 
matters of opinion, have not been exactly 
diſtinguiſhed, but the one (i. e. matters of 
opinion) obtruded with tyranny upon the 
conſcience, for the other”; viz. for matters 
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of faith, and fundamentals in religiun. And- 
they alſo aſked, as they might With good 
reaſon, Whether we think our firſt re- 
formers were (like the pope) infallible? 
Whether it was not poſſible for them to 
err? and. whether it were not ingenuqus: 
to confeſs and correct a fault, when we 
are told of it“? Dr. Chr. Potter's letter to 
Mr. Vicart, ed. 1651. — Concerning the 
queſtions themſelves which were debated at 
that meeting, and about which many learn» 
ed men varied in their opinions, the wor- 
thy doctor makes this farther obſervation: 
« Out of all this I collect, for my part, 
that the points I diſcuſſed and decided in 
that ſynod] are no neceſſary catholic verities, 
not eſſential to the faith, but merely mat- 
ters of opinion, problematical, of inferior 
moment, wherein a man may err, or be 
ignorant, without danger to his ſoul”. Bid. 
And ſurely all wiſe men in thoſe times 
allowed, that none of the controverted 
articles were at all neceſſary to falvation : 
And the preſent age is ſufficiently convinced 
that they had no concern with it. 


8. NEvERTHELEss, the ſynod ſet a- 
bout the determination of thoſe articles 
with the greateſt ſolemnity, as if they had 
been of the greateſt moment; invoking the 
Deity, appealing to his word, taking * 

; | oath 
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oüth to obſet ve it as their only rules and 
declaring that their deciſions were agreeable 
to it, and founded upon it. [See the pre- 
ſumptuous motto to their title page.] — 
The” bufineſs of the ſynod being marked 
out, viz; to examine and determine the 
Arminian opinions by the rule of God's 
word only“, after a public faſt, and pray- 
ers, enjoined throughout the Belgie chur- 
ches, this venerable ſynod, we are told, 
aſſembled together at Dort in the name 
of the Lord, inflamed with the love of 
God's honour and ſalvation of his church, 
and pon invocation of God's holy name 
bound by oath, that they would hold the 
facred ſcripture as the only rule of their ver- 
dict“, &c.Pref. to the. judgement of the ſynod, 
Lond. 1619. And in their conclufiort they 
aſſure the world, “ That they hold their 
determination upon thoſe points to be 
taken out of God's word” (m). Which 
n . t 
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(m) Taken out of Gout $ — Ves, it is bold oft 
ſeen, that things are ſaid to be taken out of God's 
word, which never were in it. Numberleſs inſtances 
of this kind might be produced. We have ſeen cate- 
chiſms, we have ſcen confeſſions of faith, we have ſeen 
other littie ſyſtems of divinity, replete with ſeripture- 
Proof5, as they have been called, but far from deſerving 
that title. The 21ſt article of the church of England 
makes this 195 remark, ſpeaking of general couneils: 

; Things 
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they all confirmed by their ſubſeripriom, and 
the ſtates ratified RIG — oover | 
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« Things ordained by them as neceflary to ſalvation," 
have * ſtrength nor authority, vhleſs it may de 
declared, that they de taken out of holy ſoripture”; 
(Much lefs what may be ordained and fo declared by 
inferior aſſemblies.) The article muſt certainly mean, 
— what with truth be declared and affirmed to be 
taken out of holy ſcripture, and agreeable to the gene- 
ral tenor and genuine ſenſe of that-lacred code. Other- 
wiſe, merely declaring and averring, that the points af- 
ſerted are taken out of that repoſitory, is gratis dictum, 
and may well ſtand for nothing. Moſt confeſſons are 
of this ſtamp; and one would be tempted to 'fay of 
them, as lord Digby ſaid of the fathers, “ As for ſuch 
opinions as they deliver dogmutreally, without alledg- 
ing texts of ſeripture or learned arguments to maintain 
them; although they appear delivered with never ſo 
earneſt an intent that they ſhould: be taken as matters 
of faith, you muſt pardon me if they ſink no deeper. 
into my belief, than they are driven by ſuch arguments 
as my own or others diſcourſe can find for them, either. 
in reaſon or ſcripture”. Letters, p. 116. However, 
the ſuperintendents at Dort, to do them juſtice, have 
ſometimes given us /cripture in ſupport of their allega- 
tions, tho” at other times they have favoured us only 
with their bate aſſertions, expecting, I ſuppoſe, aſſent 
and ſubmiſſion without farther inquiry. Shall I produce 
an inftance of the former fort? ** God, before the faundation 
pf the world bath choſen in Chriſt unto ſaluation a ſet num- 
of certain men, neither better nor more worthy thut 
others; that it, God willed, that Chrift ſhould ef- 
tually radiem all them, and them -only, "who from eternity 
were elecl ed unto falvation,” that be ſhould beſtotu fulrb em 
then” &c.chapaz2. What proofs from ſeripture for 4 | 
gig f #4 l — 


ea of the the ſame regenerating ſpirit, be pierceth 
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Jahres w bythe nale of Gods Word only". 
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aſſertions : Theavards of. 8 ſet forth at Wan 


with, << 15. it is written, Epb. i. 4, 5, b. and Rom. yi, 
175 But with what proptiety of application, let * 
led in the true ſenſe of theſe paſſages, judge: 


alſo concerning the ſolidity and evidence of the Pa 


lowing declarations, .** Ged bringeth to paſs this his own 
good Pleaſure in the ele, when he worketh rue con- 


verſiun in them, and powerfully enlighteneth their minds 


by the holy Ghoſt, that they may underfand arigbt, "a 
Judge: of the. things, af de hrt of Gods, Al 


in 


the moi inward parts of man : whoſe. heart being 
But up, he openeth it, being bard. he faſteneth. it, 
ing unc i rcummci iſed be circumeiſeth it; and ar, for. F e 
Will, he infuſet eth new qualities into it, and maketh it 
of adead heart lively, af an evil good, of a * lx, 
ee, '; &c. ch % . 


1 News: applying to wikis of the 0 of England, 
let me only aſk, How would you reliſh ſuch matters? 
Should you | like to ſub/cribe to the ſotegoing declaratioms, 
taking thoſe texts of ſcripture produced in their favour 
(as many novices are laid to do thoſe in Malehman 
and others) for ſufficient confirmations from ſcrip- 
ture of the points aſſerted ? — And yet, we are well 
aſſured, that repeated endeavours have been uſed for 
merly (tho? very happily,” without ſucceſs) to get 
ſome fimilar, or ſtronger declatations inſerted into 
the articles of the — of England. See Playfere's 
app. evangel. p. 11, 14. What continual ſhift- 
j1g%, diſtioctions and ſubtleties, ſhould we then have 


| had? volumes upon volumes, | refinements upon re- 


finements, claſhings of opinions, and firife af peas 
without end, 


4 eie 
| tho' men of true diſ rnment, 
ap 9 the (cri 0 4 
Fi that eſe aſſertions fall ſhory of pre 
„ that: the doctrines ſettled” b 
9 nod are in many inſtancesdilagreeable toths 
— of Gad, and inconſiſtent with its 
hens vet 1 W muſt 1 for 
indiſputable 15 and, be patlively fabs 
1 5 to without any contradiction. 
Eon: plealant to obſctve how theſe 
revere di 


vines, tho they aſſumed ſo much 
authority over * judgement aiſd con- 
jences in theſe con n points, and 
1ad Power, in their PRI Kah 6 
verted the, ſenſe of 55 800 as Well 
viated fri 19 wor a rule, moe 
they ma —_ been 10 12 10 
8 cantrary) Vet, addreffiag Haelee, th 
100 cloſe of their work, . to all their 
cllow miniſters of the goſpel, they exhort 
them © frame not only their judgement, 
1 allo, 155 fiyle. of ſpeech, to THY ſquare 
of the ſcriptures, and. to forbear' all uch 
brafes, or manner of ſpeech, as paſs the 
k; 1 ba out to us, of the right 'meaning 
ly. ſcriptures”: Which ſeems to 
be 555 1 than bidding a man walk 
after y on have fetteted him, or Dog 


look up to the fan, and be guided 
by i 
n: 


ts light, when you have hoodwinked 
Let the . ſtill be the <q 
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of your faith, and the great öbjetk of your 
ſtudies and inquiries, tho' we have pre- 
determined. the % of it for you; and 
ſtom our interpretations you ſhall not vary. 
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= o. Wuar "followed after” the order 
the ſtates, prohibiting all deviations from 
90 doctrines eſtabliſhed by the ſynod, is 
too Well known. Subſcriptions were ſtrictiy 
required of all who would either enter 
into the miniſtry, or were already in it, 
or poſſeſſed any place or dignity either 
in Fo church or 1n the univerſities; and 
thoſe who refuſed ſubſcribing, 'were' with- 
out more ado rejected, diſcharged, and 
ſent packing with their families to ſeek 
their bread in deſolate places. The con- 
ſequence was, that many excellent meh, 
the molt ingenious, the moſt learned, and 
the moſt exemplaty in their lives, were 
rendered uſeleſs to the public; ſome had 
their goods ſeized ; ſome were impriſoned ; 
ſome exiled ; others reduced to extreme 
poverty, and a ſtarving condition. A hard 
caſe ſurely, and for ever to be lamented 
by all wiſe and good men; Who love hu- 
manity, and are averſe to impoſitions upon 
conſcience. Such impoſitions generally fol- 
jow, wherever human authority afſumes 
the place of the divine, erecting itſelf 
; | er e 
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8 I, 7 Ons s ſettled by this: Habs 
were no fewer 0924 ninety-three, upom 


five articles only. The form of . 
required to them, may be ſoen in Lg.Ratpe's 


abridgement» (An. 1944 q hp 7 $27, 568; und 
the form of oath enjoined the year fo tows 
ing by the ſynod of Alois, in corifirmatian' 
of the 7 of Dort, is exhibited in g. 
629 (n). Both unbecoming the chat 
42. * N wh Na et | 2 FE of 
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hie holy affembly, that I receive, D and em-, 
brace the he, doctrine taught and decided. by 
the national, ſynod of Dert, as 92 K perfectly agreea- 
ble to the word of God, &c. od help me, and 
be merciful to me; as 1 ſwear before him What ] have 
now ſaid, without jyocation, evaſion, or m _ 
| N —The hin Fe of Mr. 
ate ivine in Switzer againſt 
fork 15 por impoſitions does | naturally; recur * 
memory on this becafion, And the hardſhips which 
| agel, even unto death, on the account of that boo 
is a freſh; and glaring evidence, that bigotry with —44 
dire attendants, has not even yet totally deſerted that 
country. — It may concern proteſtants to conſider, 
bow nearly they approach the Romiſh church, the”. 
with their backs towards it, when 2 onthe ay 
way relating to topics of religion. Every body 
t does every body conſider?) that the —— 
of that hierarchy, are all /eporne {© obſerve and LOAF 
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thoſe high rants: of ſome noted memberg 
of the ee who ſet the deciſions of it 
an equal footing with the word of 
Gd == Ritfrus Lucut, one of the deputies 
of Ermbden, exhorted the ſtates : not to 
Niffer the bonfeſfon of fach, and the ca- 
techiſm, both authotiſed by the ſynod to 
bell ſpoken of; became, 25 he, it is tbe 
"fame thing en one ſhould oppoſe the prophets, 
or 'Chrijt and bis apoſtles. Abr. .p..$22.— 
"Nicolas  Lachterop, à worthy .miniſter of 
Kampen, offering to fabſcribe the canons 
of the ſynod with this reſtriction (uur for 
« 7h4 agreed with the word of Gad)) Was 
© y the examiniag claſs, that he muſt 
ſubſeribe them, ur being tbe word of Gd. 
Upon his ſaying, your demand is unitea- 
ſonable, he was aſked with diſdain, * « Whe- 
ther he pretended to be more knowing 
than ſo many learned perſonageb, who 
bad made thoſe dectees”? & ſtilking ar- 
gument, ſtill common, and {till powerful. 
» pete can bene, modeſty teply to it ? 
3 ene 
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* that pe”; church, — Doth 14 chrifiitn reli- 
ion enjoin any ſuch juraments? And may it not be far 
better promoted without them? 


6499) 


15 Whoa wk a. man of ſpixit, would. 


75 by at? wana &.;cQ 
jor 91985 tefü e 1 th. 
C 


ſed and peg 5 FA 
5 turned. out glbi 


re (ets. P. Nag og ſto! 5 
13. Svxons and councils have. be 


been looked upon with a — degr 
it has FT; 


veneration and reverence, 
commonly fuppoſed, that ſuch bodies 
men, aſſembling in God z name, are favou 
with his preſence, and aſſiſted b 
in Show conſuacons about: te No 
ecdehaſtical "council was 1 
than that d Mar (An. gag.) Its Tr 
minations were confi as divine. The 
emperor Conſtaritine ſpeaks of 
of the 1 « 
hundred 4 5 
f they all 2 Fa ng nt] any. wariation 
ſeftinicnt 7 {Taught not, 10 he othervs 
taken, than as the decree of God ahnighty; 
eſpecially” ſting! the hoh Bb did refid 
upon the mitds of ſuch and Io excklle 
men, and opened his divine will ta them 
Socr. L. 1. C. 6. The ſynod- of Derry y 
may be fare,” was not unwillitig to be Son ⸗ 
-fidcred in the f 
ogy complimented. Nor were. n 
6 ap- 


his e 8 


G | 


be accord 


i 4260 vw 


app. ted herein. Boge ma cb Srds 
gent; after having thanked 2 (che 
Exyden profeſſot) for bis ſermon, before 
the ſynod, ſaid, He did not doubt 2 
the 5745 was directed by the Sp LNG 


(9). ae IF, TO of many 


| i , 5 A 

. . 2 5 1 1 — 4 A $4 B44 45 y< 8 
a "17 == 

«He 1M M1 Tas 19 on 48 e 1 1 x 


7 e — h h a 
ext year, at n en (Which ha 
the Sea of the ſynod of Dort touching church- 
government) that he döubtec not but the boly Spirit 
was preſent: in that aſſembly alſo. of Lewarden. From 
ys. La Rache, it appears, that e 
779 8 the preſence of the holy Spirit, not on in 
that were favourable to him, but 7 in tho 
alſo with which he was diſpleaſed! Aby. p. 552. 8. 
another ſpecimen of Beger man's preſumption in this 
way, in p. 491, complimenting Diodati, as having 
oven in the ſynod by divine in/prration, — The | 
t paid by the Engliſh parliament to the com ler 
— on account of their unanimĩty iti draw- 
ing it up, is generally well known, and might probably 
oecaſion the much higher ſtrains of compliment beſto 
ed upon it afterwards by ſome of our zealous 2 4 
What a ſtrong expreſſion was that of Dr, Stadlin, in 
bis anniverſaryj ſetm. on the zothof Jun. 26556 '* There 
is not a tittle of the bock of Common Prayer, but what 
hath; been ate by the holy. 9 Which is car- . 
rying the matter rather tos high: It is well the doctor 
ſpeaks bere only bis own and that he could not 
command the aſſent of others, == Now ſuppoſing Jub- 
r had been required to this aſſertion ? — Ano- * 
r query occurs: If, as hath been aſſerted by vi 
perior verdict, the common pruyer was compoſed by 


aid of divine W * we not, by' Neri of 
oth rea- 


* 


ann 


4 lately proached in it; 
pious 2 — 
d 5 Wee nk ew e l 


85 tha vaſt he 7 ple rei tor 


8 > artiedes W 4 
22 Wh N and others hike mind 
N Te de had more Sede 'of Au om mf 
formances in each kind; And ſurely that 
= would not have paſſed that moſt orc 
n any man, which his ſucceſſor 25 
ln did upon s J. at the Mae 
conference, viz. — he verily believed his maje/ly ſett 


Gy, Wee i T u AGCS 


40 ths Ar 
Ae to the a e uthority of ecciclitfizeat comenion i 
preſcribing articles of Nadia, the ready Abbotank 
ciſuift Dt. Featiy appears to have looked pom it 48 
5 78 and a it as a piece ob-reſpe& dut t 
. whoſe paſtors met in ſynod 1 
to determine eee * points of doctrine. a9 
. the office of the poſters of the ckurch; 'e2 
2 50 1 that end, to teach the ped 
ple x99, hat e to 7 receive and believe. 
dit is demanded, h what kind of faith, hu» 
44 57 en are ſuch articles to "be received? "Þ- 
male At * propounding of them, if we' hape 
MR oy againſt, them, they" are to de received” 
9 45 Buna fa, ortbe faieh of the eg out are. 
FL to our mother the church: But after we hae 
ext them, AT Yo erer ſeriptures, then 
ine faith”. Second ſpeech before the 'afſembly e 
Se 643.— What effects nod; may 5 — 4 + 
illuminating mens, underſtandings, and alterin their 
opinions from what they wete before, their: miſſion | 
into them, I am not able to ſay: but it was obſerved 
of this doctor, who had-expre ed fo high regard for 
ſypods, that after he became a member of "this Welks”" 
minſter- ſynod, he ſhewed himſelf to have more af Catvin 
in 


622) 


Ge pesdesce in that aſſembly had not 
convinced the remonſtrants that they [Q. 
who ] might expect a happy ſucceſs, from 
it, — W ould you know what the .remon» 
ſtrants ſaid in anſwer to this? „It Was 
B e. they obſetved, that Did 
ould. never have been invited to the ſer- 
bi Pe the ſynod, ſince thoſe fine diſ- 
courſes were a proof of the r 
. holy Spirit” P. 481,482. 8 


$3 4 4 
55 3 \ 4 ' 18 tab 3 +» 


f "go SnarL we noweueſtion the jade 
ment, or the impartiality, of the ſtates 
general When, in their approbation. of. the 
tranſactions of this aſſembly, they faid, 
This great and holy work was ſach" as 
the refortmed churches never ſaw before” 
After ſuch an encomium, from ſuch, 
and mighty perſonages, will it be par- 
donable to den, And may they never 
ſee fach \ ark again? how. highly ever 
extolled by its admirers. One of whom; 
and not the leaſt conſpicuous, nor the leaſt 
reverenced in the aſſembly, was Dr. Mar- 
5 fin Gregory, councellos: of; the Rn of 
« > ſi „ Gel- 


"EY Pa £ & # 1 5 
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in „lm oy fore Wi this 50580 or WA 4 
vineiy inſpired,” or was it not? If UH ired, how can you 
_ account for this conduct of Featly ? or what will you 
think of Calvin — Tf vt inſpired, how came other y 
nod to be eſteemed fo, an! accbrdingly reberenced? 


( 
Gern ebe baing ptefadent uf the 
———— mute d ——— Wer in 

the ſyn n ne hearing : 

courſe of people, giv ing 

for” the happy ſuccris 06 the aid yo. 
Nor did leo 10 fatthes; 
That the work of the ſynod wes entry 
tainty mrurulvuu, und _ hell cremble{t 
* See ee eee 
Nah 208 44 4818 LOL: hs o Hu gur 


15. IT is fit, after all, "tht we ſhould 


4great cons 
"thailits to Gd 


7 | 


No ee by ga, FEAST, a pond 
and leſs ad * — mplim 
ite has —— — — OY — 
of this' afſembiy was Carried qm, from frſt 
to laſt, with ſo much heat an Kit 
ſuch e 5 inſolence of the ber 
party towards the weaker, thar the: lat- 
ter had juſt reaſon to complain as they 
did, that they had not been fairly uſed 
bd Teen that it Was not each 
but victory that was ſought. for; that 
their profeſſed enomies were their judges; 
that ſeriptures and reaſons ere not 
thorowly examined, Hor were their. 13. 
ſciences convine 3 that, upon 
whole, they were ined condemned, but 
OF e eren 9 cammox wog 


— 


1940 Dr. Potter's $ letter. But tho they were con- 


demned 


0 24 


eri they did, , That 
are ned was 2 chimerical. thing, which 
never had exiſted, and neyer would exiſt 
(g) And Mani inius, one of the bell, and 
moſt moderate of the ſynodiſts, did: not 
ſotuple to own, That he now; believed 
what Greg. Naziarzen-faid, - vis, that he 
had never ſeen any council Which bad a 
y ſueceſs, but rather increaſed the 
e N eee it“; A) declaring 
8 a 111. — at 


SD r 
* ES 


OO Sade, yet, * FE n 
they, triumphed over their 4 ries in point of rea 
ſon and atgument; apd to this hour thaſe maſterly 
ftrokes of their pros TT their rea- 
8 55 unrefuted. | NS. ; 
Y Ar. 7 nes ns 


(t) Nor have our own oY 18 ated mu = 


better, or oY to their . f Sir — We, 10 


Fj . 
their caprice | aid 


with his uſual , 4. I am not inehned 
to expect much from the aſſemblies of clergy men. I 
have feen nothing in cburch-hiſtory , to inelme me to 
depart from Greg. Nazianzen's Td of of thoſe aſ- 
ſemblies. What has happened * ourſelves of late, 
has not made me of another mind”. Iutrod, to the third 
vol, of his Hift. of the-reform. 1714. The 2 our 
21ſt anticle (, far, as much gs they be an a gf men.” 
&e.) is too often verified, more or leſs, ſuch al. 


 ſemblics, the Amaller as well as the be. And ay 


he 2265 9 


ac the ſame time, Bad be age de 
never ſeen Dore und that he would never 
let his" fodt in Ay fynod? He fad" 
ſo very freely to 4 rethonſtrant divine, 
The ſynod is Lmte farce or BA er 
in which the Boltic att of main 17275 13 
Which being alſo obſerved: by our Hale 
of Eton (W conta attended made 
him compare the nod to 2 clock, 
Todos whereofare hid?. Abr. * 805. 


— — a: %„4 4 ey 


* See, were . en of tha 
famou s ſynod of Dort; One of the moſt 
needleſs and moſt Infignificant ſynods ( 
La Rache takes notice) that ever met; 3 
ſynod called only to pleaſe angry divines 8 
A ſynod, as Martiniur alſo averred, “ in 
which were ſome things: diabolical, others 
divine, others human”. And laſtly, a 7 
upon Which Barle een 6 © ts. 
college of divinity- at Leyden)..made 
fevere-but juſt reff ity 2 
did not preſide in that ſynod, but Bager-" 
een full of gall and bitterneſs, who. 

Mo Steir Bot c © 4s main- 
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r ordinaril We more from ee 
to arb fi ai) ep mon We never fay that 
par 1 975 are inſpired, tho“ parliaments have ſome 
times thought ecelehaſtica committees to be ſo, 


(e 


maintained that heretics ought td n 
3 id: . 3355 47, $478): 
e ee ee ry 


00 The membexs of this ſynod were in all, as I comm. 
pute 87. The five deputies from king Tamer are each 
of them ſtyled pries, except Curleton; whoſe title in 
the lift Is, 557 of Landaff. None 'of © wo bo [3s 
82 H 3 ders) have the denomin 8 f prieſt A- 
4805 ther tit] es of diftinQion a bed 'th em, 95 haye 
— which may be ſome N 10 the 
curious. 


% Chief * of oung þ hiloſop . univer- 
ty of M. and dean there. 5 ef. J be tho!i vght 
of that fond phileſophy in as days ? and how wits ap- 
proved no in Holland ? Preacher of the court 

rofeſſot of. the coll gentry at Caſſels. — ** Pafor 

God" s church in the city of Dort. 1 Elder © 
hc of Bd « linifter-of Dort, and deputy of 
2 {ynod of Utrecht. Pgſtor ot the 


teh of H. now deputed by the ert oped of 
— *Counſat wer * (OBI of 7 272 0 the ay 
there, —— Profeſſor of the N. Te ament in the uni- 
verſity of Baſil, and dean of the faculty of divinity there. 

* Dr. of divinity, the ſervant of Zeſus Ghrifts, 7 

8 af the virgin Mary, in the a 

eflor of the N. Teflament in the ſchool there. . 
of divinity, miner of 8. M. 's pariſh in the church of 
B. and. in the famous ſchool there, profeſſor of the Old 
Tellament, and practical philoſophy, — Servant of 
Tef. 4 crucified in the church of S. —— Holy 
bailiff of S. H. e/der of the church of D. Fldir 
of the churcheß in B. H. and H. [three places or diſtrifts,] 

— Minifier of the church of W: and over ſeer of 

the adjaining. churches. “ Minifer of the church 


of M. and {uperintendent of the neighbour churches, . 
„bun- 


e 
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"17; Wurn we ſeriouſly tefleck 4 — 
the proceedings of this ſynod, aud 
een particulars that have been produced 
in the account of it, we may well dra 
the following inferences, or leſſans of uſe · 
ful inſtruction and 1 e chri- 
ſtians of all denamiaatiane. Na : 


0 ee 


(a) Taar, the. chriſtian religion taſtes 
all the controverſies about it) doth . chioſſy 
conſiſt in the ptactice of the commands 
ments of God that all doctrines not con- 


trary to them, may be maintained on both 


fides; that ſubtle queſtions, Which do not 
promote the ſalvation of thoſe who under- 
ſtand them well, not hinder the ſalvation 
of thoſe who are wholly ignorant of them, 
ſhould be buried in ablivien 4. and that 

is to be wiſhed that chriſtanity was freed 
— uſcleſs diſputes, and reſtored to its 

primitive ſimplicity . bid. p. 60 5, 606, 


Theſe were the candid ſentiments oo, the 


remonſtrants, , and muſt be ned t ds 


apeiy 2 as As: as Pop 5 
ge Tuar 


” 


” Fx” — * Darn re — 


« Counfaiter of the uno rhea Grict-man [great 
purer 25 $54 


- The full hiſtory of this ſynod, 4 giany curious hs | 
tu relating to it, may be feet at large in Brand 


th volume, beginning at the — 1619. 


\ 


0 2 } 
80 A. 4+ on His 208 3 1 adios 
„Grad it isa great part of chriſtian 
wiſdom and moderation, to exefgile | for- 
bearance in regard eto different ſenrinynts;” 
and to-iacquieſce, as far as we a can, 
in eſtabliſhed determinations. 
Uytenbogart took his leave of his tutor 
Charles Perrot, - miniſter and profeſſor at 
Geneva, that good man adviſed him thus. 
* MWhen you are called to the miniſtry, 
never condemn thoſe who do not agree 
with the church about every article of re- 


ligion, whilſt. they acknowlepe the fun- 


damontal “ points of chriſtianityl: and ar 
diſpoſed to maintain the peace of thechurch. 
For (ſaid he) this is the right way 0 
avoid 


ſebs/ms; and eſtabliſh i. and iron- 
guillity among chriſtians“. Bid. p. 305. — 
Dr. Pelling ſpeaks wich abe Ane iam 
pirit, and to che ſame good (When 
men are not legiſlators for others, but 
judges for themſelves only; when points 
are knotty and diſputable, and hard to be 
clearly determined; and When opinions 
are harmleſs enough, eſpecially vrhile they 
lodge in the minds of peaceable and mo- 
deſt men; we ſhould expteſs our charity 
to each other by allowing every one the 
liberty of his own private judgement, with- 
out denying thoſe of a different perſuaſion 
Arom us, either our communion, * our 
| ec- 


6 727204 
affections. "Tis: mae! to make ung 
njons arguments to ſet. up enen, 
party, and to uſe them as the men 
Gilead did the word. /bibbaleth; for ra 
of difcrimination- between à friend and an 


n enn Po ons 5, 14 


13) That wo d think 36 neten 5 
adjuſt our own ſentiments in the beſt man- 
ner we can, and upon the beſt foundation; 
and when others, Who are dogmatical, per- | 
verſe and cenſorious, cannot agree with us, 
een to let them alone to enjoy theiropts 
nions as they liſt; it being the büftineſt of 
the magiſtrates to ſee” that thay rmx] 
themſelves peaceablyin ſuch theirnjoyment; 

I own Tam not a little pleaſed wi 

reſolutions of Mr. 5 ee 
biſhop) which he expreſſed" in regard 
mens "different gpinions, and Ab 
tent with his own, ' permitting to others 
the freedom of theirs. Speaking of the 
Keck of Dort, and the Engliſh delegates 

I ſee no reaſon, he Fai, why 

of thoſe worthy diyines of our church there 
preſent, ſhould take any offence at my 
diſſenting, (who had nc authority that 1 
know of, to conclude me ;) more- than I 
do at them, for differing from me in their 
judgements. Qwi/que abundet in ſenſu Jus”. 

1 Cæſ. (1625) 5 N WR 


DES (2100 Des 
* | „ N —_— * 9 * 4 
ie Rem, would have” obiruded upon Fim 
the determigations of that ſynod, as authos/* _ 


* 


ritative in certain, paints of thedlogical diſ- 


PRES ne ae noc of Dort, faith he 


in aniwer, 1 


is not my rule. If the ſynod” 
of Dort | hath determined otherwiſe than 
my Judgment.can | a q to]. let their deter- 
minatigns, ſtand,” for Me: I quarrel them 
not ;..I,meddle not with them. Thoſe that 
like the decrees of that ſynod, or are bound to 
maintain the "decrees of that ſynod ; let 

£m maintain them if they like them: 
Non equidem vide. T have” ng part nor 

rtion in them”. p. 107, 108. — Again: 
„The rule of, y ur conſctences is not the 


* 


— 


Auafe of mine; nor ſhall be, GS it were 
more regular, Ph and exact than it is. 
Enjoy yout ecken to eee te cal 
enjoy mine, in things indifferent, that are 
not prohibited by awful authority any way”, 
P. 272. — And as for bini ons, upon which 
many lay fo great a ſtreſs, “ For my part, 
1 defire not to conteſt with any man about 
them; nor would 1 willingly have mens 
minds, or the peace of the Z 0 u diſquiet- 
ed with them”. And having faid' this, He 
ſubjoins his remark, which is to frequent- 
Iy verified in practice, © That it is an evil 
diſeaſe in the world among divines, In 
things of indifferency they cannot endure 
diſſentients; [ſaying, whether with more 
per- 


— 


( 48 Þ 


peryerſeneis or folly, Leone ans to. 
«I will hold na corre(p 

that will not rea 77 4 in nai be 
I . N 8 


0 


0 Laithy, Tag in Wh Bron of e 
ligion (which demands our bei attention, 
and moſt active application), ws ſhould. en 
ereiſe and improve our judgement in the haſt 
manner we are able, and never. reign. it 
wich an implicit: deference to any human. 
authority, gr to the goad apigign, we way. 
entertain of any particular perſon or perlans, 
of how great name ſaevef in the leartic 
world, — Councils, ſynodg and cone. 
tions have ſometimes exred,; Sg have indi- 
viduals, of the greatelt .abilities, and moſt 
approved. integrity; — Dr. Petter, before” 
quoted, had long obſerved the cammoy 
indolence of ſtudents in this xeſpect, 
makes theſe juſt roflections upon it. —» 
4 It is a very eaſy way which, many walk, 
and if it were as fafe, I would be: content 
to walk" it with them; Blind-folded they 
follow their leaders, and ſparing, their ow 
eyes, they preſume their guides (ſo learn 
fo holy) ſee clearly enough. Therefore they 
believe all their Ates as if they were 
divinely inſpired, and ſpake aracles, with- 


out 1 3 ä eaſes them of much 
| trou= 


77 


{ 


( 212 ) 
e difficulty in ſifting 


5 ON 0 tl Fever A 4h | 
| Pa ch jan (and yet mores 


of 1 mints?) rd ful © danger, to(invaſer 
ſal his underſtandling to any man, or any 
men; or to embrace ahd eſpouſe opinions 
in religion, without judgement, out of phan- 
taſy and prejudice, becauſe they are recom- 
mended by ſome great names, which we have 
in admiration”. Letter to Vicars—To theſe 
judicious obſervations, deſerving great re- 
gard, we may pertinently add thoſe of the 
ingenious Mr. Marvel, recommending free- 
dom of inquiry, in oppoſition tõ laviſh ac- 
quieſcence in other mens judgment. Every 
man, ſays he, is bound to work out hir own 
fatovation with fear and trembling, and there- 
fore to uſe all helps poſſible for his beſt ſa- 
tis faction, hearing, conferring, reading, pray- 
ing for the aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit; but when 
he hath done this, he is his own expoſi- 
tor, his own council, &c. — The Bereans 
are enabled by patent in the Acts, becauſe 
they would not credit Paul himſelf (whoſe 
writings now make ſo great a part of the 
N. T.) until they had ſearched the ſcrip- 
tures daily whether thoſe things were ſo, and 
therefore many of them believed. — Shall chri- 
tian, take their belief upon truſt, as writ- 
ten in tables of ſtone, like the command- 
| ments 
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abt bag 24115 a 11 ity bag aid gout 
ments et Hock Ne * 
good. chriſtian. will not, . | 
indenture bis caaſciencg}over, to be eit r 0 
repreſented lor. dictated I by, others 15 
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D; Diet and inconveniences attending ſuch 
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demands. 


M ONG other ill effects ariſing from 

the ſtrictneſs of theſe and the like 

requiſitions in our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ment, we may reckon the following. 


1. Dividing communions, and cauſing 
Mutual diſlike and ſffineſs between fel- 
low-proteſtants. (1) Few churches (as 
biſhop Taylor obſerves) that have framed 
bodies of confeſſion and articles, will en- 
dure any perſon that is not of the ſame con- 


feſſion: which is a plain demonſtration that 


ſuch bodies of confeſſion and articles, do 
much hurt, by becoming inſtruments of 
ſeparating and dividing communions, and 


making unneceſſary or uncertain propo- 
ſitions 
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3 an Mees t e Rate 0] things 
. gonvenient impolitions,. or. | 
eys. them, becauſe he Adel n 


Fo, violence to his conſcience," believe 
them“. Lib. of ab ſect. 22. Vid. Haters 


tr. on ſchiſm, and Abp., Lands defigition 
of it. In ſhort, the worſt * con 


tention, anq à dlvidin 8 tit; as the york 
1 8 life (t . Xs Said 3d 
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that in the des öf this p ee 45A HHthoie 
of St. in, what nal erg opinion tdo-fmuch 
omg {ind ate thet e ne wr i it fil?) Nhat 
f a than b-lirvel Hthwlonlyy he night bt wichedlye 
On the Gel Maat, 1 4 mch Weiten de unorthodox;1dr 
varies ever ſo little from the common ſtandard f o- 
thodoxy, be his life and morals ever ſo good, he ſhall 
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15) Di: Humnithd tales notibs; und he 
BIO Lot des uch ground for his obſers" 
vation, that “ hating and daming one 
Sdther Js "moſt' ordinarily for 
And he is confident, that if we would all 
51 ourſelves within ſuch moderation, as 
Joſe no larger catalogue of 'credenda 


Ah, B believed” by all, chan the lee, 
S in our catechiſm, in- 
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Abri ef Brundis hiſt. p. 4 1. Which n mind 
of what a heathen mag; faid of one of ane 
mitive chriſtians, Caius Sejus vir bonus, at chri ianut. 

My name is Chriſtian, ſaid one of the ancients, 
2 my ſimame is Catholic”; e Ne 
. an inviolable maxim with Dr. Dedaridęr, 5* 
ver to condemn his brethren as heving freed 

the 


title to the name of thriflians, becauſe * breeds © 


content of Faith did not come up to ihe ſtandatd of 


his on. No mi he thought, chald 
which does not ready a affect mens temper — 2 


and each other 


Life, p. 195, 190. — And that was 
a molt laudable geist of te emperor Jovian;-that 
he would not moleſt any man, whatever freed he fol- 
lowed, but would cherifh-and hopagy the thoſe above 0. 
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ſenſe inflead of ſenſe, with vice inflead of virtue,” — 
Loud was juſtly- one that in his time opinions 


* 0 ſupplant practice, that the ſubſtance of e 
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ſtianity among chriſtiàns and pfot eſt 
than hitherto hath, been, met, with ', He 
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many who. profeſs, to have reformed 
the: church of. Rome, Aileen _ 
of the-/dirit of it; and too off ien 
own Aems and nottons, - the meaſure 
their affections ; and conſine their cordial 
love and chriſtian charity, within the bounds 
of their on creed, or manner of worſhip”, | 
Bp. ioadly, vol. 1 Jae Ne Ya 0 
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other like reſpects, ſometimes fall un- 


der that, cenſure of another writer, "viz. 
„Human determinatioms and appoinitrichts 
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e . and 10 r opinions; the one be- 
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Pidity anſtead of truth, fourneſy/ aud ſu- 


perſtition, inſtead of candor, piety and hu- 
Kran hint, ner; 
n eee 
Ehn. As the right, and ee 
ing the!) exerciſe, of private judgement; 
and thereby oecaſioning an imputation upon 


the churchf of ming unn ch 
to her dbekates. 903.4 e 
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Mz. 7/elebmun indeed wil have it, that 
the chutch diſapproves of implicit faith; 
(w) and, What is very reaſonable that none 
ought to ſubſcribe the articles, who have 
not ſtudied them (x): — But here ſome 
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5 9 en hiſce te 0 dare ortet, af 3 7115 ab- 
ſeribere que parum intelligis libeat, quod ingenui non 12 
ar- 


animi, Ibid.— Bp. Barlow clenches the matter 

ther, and points out more work ſor Abeeziben, than 

they ſeem to be generally; aware, of. ue [Vine 
11 


bf the church of England. is bound to l 


e 
defend the doctrine and diſcipline of pur Rh on 
all adverſaries; and none can do that, bet lore jþ 
and undenſland what that doctrine and 99 ie . 
Direttions for ſtudy; p-. 45 Last FREY ht, to. Wes 
and under tand before they can do either, is, is unquefign- 
able. But, that 7 neceſſariſy implies de e 
or engaging in controver or, that every iy 
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Ge requite minors to ſibferibe: be- 
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35 be ſup pole [that they have ſtudied 
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[int give but one inſtance cut of many) that 
ey Tufciehtly "know what” they affirm 
concerning the | ſeveral churchet mentiòn- 
ed Mono gy in the goth article. 
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if in wy are they to ſubſcribe ?. If in the 
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1 92 to bind. them, do abe. 
bo, the 


Acntence ad thoſe goyeragr, | 


Aer that ſentence ſhould: in the event 4 


erroneous 5 And this was the opinion o 
Saber harre, in his preface to, the 

e e e Nen eee 
Heb, „ 


1 IK. H wy 50 0 in dne 
4005 5 bee do th re 
10 been determined by all, the 
Ia. ngland, in th 9 Ce 
12 e abſol Rite e required, by the 
Eo be e ſo: the great oracle of 


— the lord 85 juſtice Coe affirme, 
70 it. part 4. >. 74. P. 323, 324,) “that 


the clergy are to ſubſcribe abſolutely, with- 
out an . or ſenſes of their own! 


B 55 way, if they att to have no (les 
of 0 12 


their own, In what, or in whoſe, ſe 


the church, What is that ſenſe, 


and bor cn 77 N be ſure RAE 7.If, as many 
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TY Q. Is this much ſhort a 9 claim of t 
of WS aſſerted by Dr. Stapleton, Viz, «© 


. ſumply believe the church, whether it teach ere or Fe. 


Antidote on Luke x. 16. 
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are aj to do, Te her ſenſe 

at*aF-adventut , without aiting, "Jer 
her ſenſe de what it Will; rode faith in 


her deviſions is then im 1 andy you ſet⸗ | 
tle vltimatdy i in the Haden carbonaria 705 
at the lame time making your ber 


| at nit 7 Ti 
G TER 4 F -> 7 ans I 
1 I 


a its, A third dt odd eircumftanee 
attending theſe regulations and ee 
that unbelievers, and others Whö beat no 
ood will to the clergy, take occaſion from 
| ene to reproach ang vilify eva Ho | 
ſevere (I inquire not at preſent how. jult) 
the following reflections upon that 2 1 
of men, on this occafion f The clergy, 
are at length catched in their own tolls; 
17 Have Tag] My. 60 they 
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Ae beliered Ido” | This was the ſhort creed of 
tant colfier. 
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e Hheſe — reproaches will always te- 


Al the ca h . $$, Swallow What 
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math good may dye, you are rightly ſerved, will always 


bo- vpporeroſt wirr , frcamt upp the eſergy 
inthe preſent caſe till che z urabl diſchar 
a te "refffaints. Many E fenfible, park go 


Ni ul | 
| Tory he Jaity, 8 e og ſha * indy 


81 * e 1 


({ 2= ) 


2 :refoſe, if they wall vagcotalts. tha; 
A540 nor: defend it when they baue dune. 


t can ans lay think, but that theſe 


e. with ſu much caſe and quiet- 


neſs ſelemnly profeſs propoſitions ia bæ 
tre; Which they are convinced are falſe;:: 
(merely [for the aka ofthe preferment! o 
the church) would, or the fake of greater 
gain, ſubſcribe to any other thirty-nine 


you can give them — Tis 


certain thet he who begins with a lie, may 


be: ſens by the father af es ; but he cannot 
be thought to enter in hy the door, who, 
preyaricates in the faſt word that he ſays, 
in order to his admittance”, Dafſuafivefrom 
entering into holy orders, ene o a young 
Ke 340 ed. 1738. „et 
g. Non are thefe 300 A une Lions 
made by adverſaries only, but are in effect 
allowed to be juſt, even by ſome of the 
clergy themſelves. Our articles, ſay they, 
are articles of doctrine; and therefore 
every declaration of unfeigned aſſent au. 


conſent to Renn. Ry implics a belief 
e al, 


* 2 


e OY FT 


— mn * * 1 imm R ä mm . WET 


ferent to theſe matters. And can they be ſo, whilſt they 
obſerve theſe and other obloquies of the like kind fo 
frequently caſt upon their order, and they at the-ſame 


time ſo well know what ate the caufes, and how they 


may be removed? 


eg nt tp Gill them upon an-, 
other fonting is ptevatication, and lden. 
ſiſtent with ee holly unleſß it 7 
be ſaid, and on be proved, that 

man may ſolemnly declate that bee 
what he does not believe, ant yet be 
honeſt man See the ſeperal pci 
the eſſay on ſpirit,” 3 1 MP 
_ CGI 


Iv. Ao rAl 8 5 e of 
fuch 'inſtitvtions:. is; that they frequently | 
occaſion ſcrupiet and embarrafment of 6 
prone ta thoughtfal and worthy pecjons, 

in regard to entrance into the Kew 
or-continuahce - Anne * 
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Dr. Hartley of Bath which is pretty well 
known, nor that of divers other valuable 
men, ho might have done good ſervice 
and credit to dur church in the ſacred 
office; I will juſt take notice of one, whoſe 
merit is allowed by all, but whom never- 
theleſs theſe teſts had like to have kept 
for ever from engaging in that office: And 
that was the pions and learned biſhop Brad+ 
ford: Of whom Mr. Maſters tells — that 
being a young man, and of age for orders, 
he bad ſome ſeruples of conſcience in re- 
gard to the ſolemn fub{criptians, declarar 
| . -_ , "10ns, 


1 
tlons, an oaths, thit were by kw tequited'; 
for 'degrets (in the" baniverſity of Cing-oi 


bradge) and Eſpetially for orflers." He 
therefore left college without taking any 
degree, nor did he enter into orders till 
about the 48th year of His age, the inter- 
mediate time from his leaving college be. 
ing ſpent in the ſtudy of phyſie, tho“ 
1 nity was more agreeable to his incli- 


nation. | Hiſt. of C. C. C. (1) 184, 18 . 


2. Woven has read the life of the 
famous Mr. Jobn Hales of Eton, hath ſeen 
enough to convince him of the evils of 
e and invading the ſacred rights 
of . conſcience, Archbp. Laud had done 
all that lay in his power to ſatisfy him 
about certain matters of conformity, tho', 
as it ſeems, without the 'defired effect. 
Mr. Hales in his letter to his grace ſome 
time after, writes very affectingly upo! 
the ſubje& of conſcience.” In matters re. 
lating to God and a good conſeience, it 
concerns every man ſincerely to KhDꝰ the 
truth of his own heart, and ſo ateordingly 
to determine of his ways, whatſoever the 

judgement of his ſuperiors be, or whatſoever * 
event befal him. For ſince, in caſe of conſei- 
ence, many times there is a neceffity to fall 
either into the hands of men, ot into tlie 
hands of God ; of theſe two, whether, is 
the beſt, I leave every particular man to 

| judge. 
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judge. Only I will; addy e 
16-2 feurful a yt with cen 
Forimo ing iu It, a man; 
ſhall ſtand or f . . 
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3. Wu 
plexities uf conſciance, thb. affair) d 
ſcription argatid to the good Bernard E 
pin, andaftenwards to H. Chillingeaerth, yi 
may een 
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poſed, men to . anger of prevaricati 


and falſhoog, ot le them ts kuck mer- - 
ing expedients, as he could; not, but fear 


fat uncaſy on their conſcience. He th 
theſe were fetter, under the weight A 


taitneſs. f. Which, however, theyachsz 


ba guilde over, the worthieſt 


Aha wear them, aunt ſecretly: groan” Sd Phe 
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ef fh 0 of liberty in oer 
chriftiun Woietirs. Hr obſerved wih ſur - 
roy, that theſe teſts of opinions and of 
conſciences, bote too great a head even a- 
mong proteſtant diſſenters, altho' ſo evi- 
dentiy contrary to their dun principles: 
Wholcintereſt, he reminded: them, had re- 
odived great damage by ubſoriprural im- 

ions, Z 


poſie 
cach- other. And more partioutarty he 
thought it not only unjuſt in itſelf, but 


very injurious to the intereſt of religion, 
with young miniſters and 
ſtuclents — their particular ſentiments, 

and 10 tie them down to profeſs their aſ- 
ſent to formularies {for A. the g. 
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. * the ſanclion of cheir lane e much 
the air of impoſition, as well as of crude doclrine 
in ſome points. Dt. Pricflley) intinjdtes, that it has 
* acy|uired taat degree of ſupetſtitious reverence, 
oe it upon 2 leve 45 the ſeriptures. Which is a | 
W 12 ch. 1767. The following cenifure_. 
e like protuAions of that aſſembly, 
will ep thi wk upon accurate examination, to be but 
100 well EY viz. << s the 8 for W 


N 8 5 8 3 x 


42 i, FE.) 
108 0 . wv 


fi: 10 11% * 45 14 110 
of: Aver abſtiuiſe ien ee ö 
He thought it flo Highly inapradent in he 


148,965) Td dans ae 43, — 


A e e b e e e ca 

that appears unworthy. of, and a. $eproachi to)Gad x7 

_ that very Ap of the texts, of ſcripture, 153 
there laid dow ag are for 


n for” door ey. are qu tea” 
. yr * 44 
dro” bygb. Abd NM Bl. eee 
ie, a ech e el (to, ſpeak my uv 
ir t0 u freely an F $' a very 'wron 
gy Mar Later n e GG 5 
ar eher, „ L you bave done in ſaveral _— 
Ang indeed {vngrpti Ne Nee ork 
er more defac 5 75 ch religion 
7 a greater tenden . 098 defeat cn den 
„Zr. Phe cri will be — ng: 
of the iith&y haltichink fie to look 1 
ring of che art I. p. 175. 
will. 725 101 1.55 009. 0 the e 5 | 
aminatian, of D 4 il <onutnfli 
Eats vc tha by the wh Wy 1 
; whom Ty a from 2 
qui ae 545 8 90g * iſt ot!“ 
4 gh TIN 2s another calls t ich ſome 
5.0 a thetHfNes under ndr“ tlow is 4 
vapte Fibplioity ara plaingeſs of 1hÞ cbriſtisp ttlitiun 
there debaltd, perple ved, obſcured, on turned, Fo 
bw 127 ynigte)1 ible jar argon, and even ex 
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ger of, than the ſecret influence of cor- 
rupt motives, eſpecially an undue love of 
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drive them into the oppoſite, -an 
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ſubſeriptians, carty 


fecting.— To make profethons againſt 
the light of my own conſcience, ſeems to me 
a moſt heinous impiety: In the mean time, 
there is not any 8 I am more in dan» 


reputation, fear of reproach, and the diſ- 
eſteem of men; who, I am ſenſible, act 
from, an intemperate and ill. informed 
zeal for what they think truth: This puts 
on the diſguiſe prudent” caution and care 
to preſerve my vſefulneſs in the migiſtt7; 
but let me always remember, that my 


uſefulneſs, and the reputation neceſſary to 


It, is to be committed to God, and refig ned 
to him, never to be preſerved py any. finful 


compliances on my part. — Shall I ever dare 


to trifle or prevaricate” in religious: /profeſ- 
flons ? Shall 1 be intimidated in doing thy 
duty to God, and in maintaining the rights 


of R wp. an cxpreſive. regard to 


the 


(229! ) 


the opinions, of men”? Sc. Pro Fo bis 
Mer throws gent pf Gre as 5 | 
by 1 could Sd ey tare: duch . ele 
but theſe may ſuffice. Serious minds Will 
175 onder, ner Propery. apply chem. 11 — 
Sint hf) 

v. AFTER all, the end a firſt N . 
65 theſe impoſitions, i is not in fact attained, 
nor is ever likely to be. Lo det e 


© 4 27 8819 


a 1. Tur fitſt ae of the articleb was 
presſly this: To avoid tiver fties of apmions, 
and. 7s e conſent 2 d. 

But time and experience have ſhewun, that 
this is impoffible. We ſee at this day, that 
men are” diwided in their opinions about 
the ſa of _ articles; bo ſome. tak 


ws 1111 1 8 q 2th 


1709 Th * qo — 5 "+ * M4 | e Ter 


eld) Divided in their opinions 9 the fuk of. * 
article. If this be the caſe, a$ it certainly is, Of wha 
uſe or ſervice” can ' Jubſeriptions be? Dr. Tinta 15 85 
handle from hence ro point out "their inf MCT 
. he ſpeak without reaſon. If, ſalc he, 
| t ſentiments can ſubſcribe the /am? articles: 4 
a as much at, liberty as if there were none, Ti ar- 
Fs to be Jubſcribed.] Thie late bithop 9515 ne 
affirms, that 4 man may be very right in the bell f of 
29 article, tho" miſtaken in the exp/tcation of it, Which 
a Tindal, with proper acuteneſs, is ſuppoſic gi it 7 

dient for men to àgtee in unt, tho they ever fa 
much differ about the'y * of the em“. Preh to to rn wt 
he: the (br. ch. * 


EI). 
We mem in the calviniffical/” erhers 
the arminian ſenſe, and may or meſt 
whom J could produce a large catalogue) 
confidering therm only as artiefes of peace. 
New feats haße ariſen,” and thee Ire 
tenacious tothe” last, of the marrow and 
exploded ſentiments of Mr. Cafu;n: Who, 
as Dr. Cove} dbſetves; was in a manner 
ee 


(TIME Nr Mt a e eee rep Y D 1 $5. 
(e) Of what. account Peter Lumlard yas ing 
chürch of Rome, of the ſame and more amongſt thi 
preachers of the reformed churches maiſter Calvin was 
and they only were judged rhe oerfeRteſtidivines) which 
were ſkilfulleſt ip Caluin's writings, Which-were almolh 
reputed the very, canon for controverſies. to be. j 5 


by 3 inſomuch that at laſt it was. [reckoned] whi 
unlawful in any thing to diſſent from him, and his prai 
in the end was not mapy Feps ſhort of idolatry*”. De- 
mee of Mr. Hooker's eccl. pol. 4603, Calvin 
(ſaid the learned Caſaubon) was a great man, but his 
followers make things wor{e. - There is certainly a ha- 
rifaiim.- among them. Gexlart (a miniſter at Geaey 
was for obliging the people to ſear that they approv 
of Calvin's inſtitutions”. Abr. of Brangt's hiſt. p, 30g. 
Q. How unreaſonable was this propoſal ? how extravar 
gant? Was it any thing hort of popiſh exaRtignsd. 0 
which Calvin nevertheleſs, barring, 299 much rigaur, 
impoſing, was ſo ſtauch an adverlary. The church I 
Rome obliges all her eccleſiaſlics, regular and ſecular, 
to /weer that they will neyer expound fſeripture. other- 
-wiſe than according to the uaavimous conſent of * 
arbers. A thing impaſſible, and requiring , eadlels 
70 Even proteſtants ſometiqgs ttead in the fteps 
pf antichrift. Idem monachus, licet alis cucudls, — Cong 
cern⸗ 


t9 intengret, <j 
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articles of 
qurcy them 


e 


: 11 _ 
cataing popiſh impoſitions upon the clergy and laity, 
more particularly thoſe of the Prent- faction, ſee a very 
valuable treatiſe of a moſt worthy 3 57 Jab | 


Thorold, intitleds, 4 view of PUpety + 1766. wr 


.O Miſdoteles cun acidnty, innoteſcere: Tale Lands 
eb 8 l quot annery author. t 

pablicg, camume/t _ 8 "Ry r a 
2 Ko Th his philoſophy 22 bY 


implicit faith, ſuppoſing it the very goſpel of all phi 


ſophic lounge, and therefore ſet, themſelycg ta mix and 
OR ay the doctrines, of the chriſtian. ts. 


Ye brad and maxims to explain all the articles. of 

„Be, Par ter ' reaſuns for abrogy. the. 
33 yeapun2grey the year ts 
- Was — into the very, fanctuary, an 


Valaed and regarded 92 
 Lomue/le Aiifloteles in 722 25 
e r e 


17 6 
ſacrurii ae i- 
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eee che arttimian feds! 
Pin tHe" of his ſucceſſor! 86 great; 
ſuckden was the change in dhe Fourſe“ 
A ſhort tine; and ont” univerfitieb ev 
cötrimodated themſelses to the tempera- 
Ment” of thoſe who had 'ſucceffively the 
ſcendent "in thoſe matters (g). — Had 
Arritwtur, ardſe, ad diſplayed his ſentis 
ments (however rational) to the world; 
ſoon after the compiling and publiſhing 
of thefe articles; Would he not have been 
at once rejected, and perhaps alſo con- 
demned for an heretic, or a ſetter-forth 
of ſtrange doctrines, by our leading refor- 


mers ? 
n 2. 80 


Due autem verbum Dei docet, credulithte & opinione 

tantum] probabili teners. Quad etiam ex reſſt & public 
5 — & aſſerunt ſcholaſticorum docf iim. Bp. Bar- 
lotv; directions for ſtudy, &c. p. 38. Next to Ariffoth, 
this ſet of men ranked the Fathers : The former they 
Tet above the feriptures ; the latter they only made equa! 
s «ds au; 3 n. 


\ ([ (g) Lambeth; it was faid, gave the ſenſe to our ar- 
ticles, either way, Calviniſm was at firſt all in all: Dec- 
trina d Calvino tradita nibil continet cathilice vrritati, 
aut fidei regulæ, contrarium, was the common aſſertion 
maintained in the divinity-ſchools : In aſter· times other- 
wiſe; that ſame calviniſm, which a little before was 
"orthodoxy, being now reputed but little ſhort of 'herefy. 
Dr. Eduard ſays, that biſhop Laud preferred none of 
that perſuaſion, and "ſome fellows of colleges "wha 
preached on that fide, were expelled by his procure- l 
ment. Verit. redux, p. 552. 5 : 
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_ 2+ 80 that upon the whole, we ſee: that 
theſe teſts, which were by them deſigned. 
to-be. the means of union, have , and „ 
continue to be, the fuel of divifon. — it | 
may perhaps concern our governors, in or- 
der to put an end to theſe contentions, .to 
moderate, or take away, the occaſion of 

them. The times call ſome | better and 
more durable meaſures o ſecuring Peary 
and unity, as well as truth. 
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Means of removing the grounds of diſſatiſ- 
Faction about ſuch matterr. 

I. HE ſcripture to be left at large 
in its native purity and ſim- 

and the free ſtudy of it to be en- 


— — — AS —— ad — — 


i. PROPOSE to the ſeveral ſets and 


parties of proteſtants, to fix upon ſome one 


of the ſeveral ſyſtems or confeſſions (re- 
ceived in their reſpective churches) which 
they ſhall all agree to profeſs and adhere 
to, as the general ſtandard of their belief 
as proteſtants ; your propoſal will haye 
no effect. — Propoſe to them to acknow-> 
lege the ſcripture only to be that ſtan» 
ard, and they will all agree. The inference 


is obvious. | e 
2. Tuat 


1 95 -) 

2. Tua the feripture:atonn ts fafficient 
* ſuch purpoſes, woe have: itready' feeg 
under former heads: (Vid. ſecb. 1. and v1 
Let us now at tend to ſome other | 
which” may ws Sammons more home 
be ee ee 650 et on va a pr 
AAS} eo7oTane 3H Lan ect bÞ 
3. Sour by oeligion e e ed 
additional doctrines, not to be found in 
the goſpeb.— who make their own ad- 
ditions io the goſpal to be of equal im- 
ee and authority wich the golpel 

If; who bind upon men heavy hurtheng 
of their own contriving; who enlarge the 
faith onee delivered to the ſaints, or con- 
tract the charity abſolutely enjoithed to 
chriſtians. Our caro (G bich was re- 
formed from popery, not upon the bottom 
of infallibility, but upon that of appealing 
to Chriſt himſelf in his goſpel) profefleth, - 
that the ſcriptures are the rule to all chri- 
ftians ; and that nothing can be lawfulh 
required of them to believe or praQiſe, as 
peculiar ' to their religion, bat what is 
in Them plainly enjoined.” If any theres 
fore of the profeſſed members of 75s 
church, have. gone further; either pre- 
tending to es 8 arid the goſpel gives 
them not; of religion, 
about which the goſpel is" not expreſs; 
either * doubtful things, as cer- 
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tain For 3 not made neceſſary 
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Ohtiſt as of neceſſity to 1 mand 


is plain, the main and general principle 
whick the church itſelf — and e 


clares, that all ought to be conducted, 
doth by no means bear them out, but in- 


oves thee”, Bp. 
n e nn e 
+ N, fes h 

PY AGan: In the 16th century, «<a 
grea body of the chriſtian world broke 
e from the power: of this monſter. ſ the 
infallibility claimed by the church of 
Rome :] And in order to this, they bad 
no other way, but to declare for the New 
Teſtament itſelf, as the only guide, or rule 
of faith; the only deliverer of this faith 
to ut of later ages. And this is the very rule 
Thave now laid down, [viz. that we muſt 


find out what that faith was, which was 


at firſt actually and completely delivered 
to chriſtians:] But when this als comes 
to be put in practice, too many of the ſame 
perſons, Who have ſet it up as the only 
guide, turn round on a ſudden, and let 
us know that they mean by it, not thoſe 
Mn — n 6 (h) but the 
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b It i is 2 well known remark, and a true one, 'o& 4 
great; 


#93, ange 5 3 7 4s. : 1M 
duenne e or g, put upun 
aur ſpiritual ſuperiors z.,to, Which. we AY 
ſometimes; ſaid td be; obliged, and bop 
in duty to ſubmit; and, . 
lowed a liberty, of: examinations but in 
effect put under an obligation tohnd That 
to be truth, which is taught n 4+. 
dere; Vol. 2. (75's) jerm. 2 . 013.2 
$990 #47 ov 124% „e ee 
54% Nis. Hale . Eton bad: a 
made) the -ſarge »obſervation Which 
biſhop here does: in regard 8 
OD of PAR, or |, their» departute\ 
from the firſt great principle of ' their re- 
formation, andi their — — with that 
principle in their ſubſequent: negulationg- 
Af, in place of the gloſſes af the church 
of Rome, we ſet up our own gloſſes (7 
ſupply what the plain text) bf ſcripture 
carmet yield) thus to do were nothing 
elſe, but to pull down Baal, and ſet up an 
hod; to run round, and meet the church 
Rome again in the ſame poiſlt. in w/ hich 
agel we wer ker”: ee af Oxford 1617. 
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terve all authority to the ſcripture ʒ but wich great dente 
firy we fubſtitute, in an, dur own explanations; 
1e drawn frotn' thoſe explanailans, PR 
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16. Ann biſhap Kunner had plainly, "the 
ſanetkdugintuf the matter. At has | 
ſaith? hey in conimoiieftet - — human if 
frrulties af — b c 

owers to 7 emſe 
0 refuted in others. 9 — n.this nooks 
ſome df the reformed. Ne ot rather 

E. Midho ewe: W * 
v ad re nounced t A 
ſolute: —. 2 — Ae of i and 
had ien declaimed againſt her — 
of perſycution, were no ſonner ſettled, 

they begun to think themſelves inveſſ 
with om ſuch full mitherity to ona | 
deorees, all to have a right of 0 
Martthin their pale, to ſubmit their, 
and Gbetlienee to them be. Arad 


e aun lch, 


is EY 
7. Ain thine zdibinde M dela 6 8 
gam to good” purpoſe, when he woufd ze- 
dude us to the ſcriptures only, and thoſe 
to be left in their full Jatitude,,— . The 
literal, plain and uncontroverſible meaning 
of riplure, without any, addition of ſup- 
by way of mferpretation, is that alone, 
whith for ground of faith, we are neceſſa - 


rily bound to accept. — Many times, _ . 
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mole 


: 7 


mins Ay; 
ns 
174 > 
rt; und, fon che neft, dope 


or the coming of out 34 by 


e our 2 and give final 
N e | ** N 
N 7 A vety, learned and ing Kalten 
who, 15 long and e Godin 
ſacxed - writings, and formed, ven wo 
and generous. ſentiments of them, ſees 
ſon enough to with, that at ſhe fuck of 
were more cultivated, and mote ancurag- 
hc! and exhorts us 0 purſue that ſtüdy 
greater ardor and alactity. ! Let 
us . urtent on Rudying the. pace wrd of 
Ged,; and careful to. inte it in ſuch 
a manner, a ma do me one to its _ 
Or oak (Eres cmd: bot ee 


EF . 3 
fri f 


6 


aher 5. and at ali tines encourtge 
an at impartief "of it. 
time to qa this, and to'awake out of fee 
ſthoe or reformatiom is much NR 
when we+firft believed; and it is to be 
_withed,— that we were diſpoſed to * 
fbiwarg; rather than ichbek x the p 
of every ſerious inquiry, and ſtop any . 
ther improvements in nes ee | 
which of all e dec ges and wants 
them moſt; rather tlian withſtand a 8e 
neral refcrrnation in religion, by rigdroufly 
don and obtrading:/ach things for” 
Hrn, as are the commandments of men 
and veiy foreign to the <fſence of Dr 
W. now biſhop of Carliſle; confidera« 
| on Ide "theory 9 "religion: p. 195 
&6\ 5th! ed A =o ſame worthy 
De 0 Tam rye ima 
unity it yet come to its mature ſtates. 
t 3s underſtood in the * 
or held in its utmoſt purity and perfectioti 
by any particulat church. We inan 
fuͤrely be ſenſible, that the Aeripruret dre 
| far from being (thorowly- A0 
by Us, Who are of ſo reformed a churchf 
Tive Vader: duch an excellent government; 
and im this! enlightened age. Were 
Nin apt to confine the goſpel of out Lord 
us His primitive diſeiples ſome time didi 
to particular churches, ſects, pi- 
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Nad e 


6 
2 vehemently, bither 
s in theif0wn nature abitruſe and 
o be underſtood. and therefore — 
to be drtermined;* or elfe fue 
linbter matters, as the ceremonies, eit 
ances; and ourwnrdHomms of ny = 
iſtration ; inſtsad of explaining and 
rec mmending : the ur mature; c end, att 
deſigu of it; of being intent upon en 
ing its real kingdom”, &c. p. 18 1 fie 
A © eee ee HARP ' 7 ich 

%% Pos! who, vuld- fee che aH 
ments in favout of the tres · and ãqmpa fut 
ſtudy of the fred / riprurrm ſet in 
ſtrongeſt Night,” May dock virito#thes ec 
brated performance (faid to be titten 
a learned bifhop of this church) [init 
TB difficuities'and\ diſtouragements ubigb u 
tent of rhe ſcriptures im the aug g 
private. judgement i in oer to b. TR. 
JSAbe*furhi u. fhudy of's the-ſorifituresi is menus 
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56 in deciding > controverhe 
trine, yet { that Til muſt be hr @ 
by 4 the authority of the word, — Altho' 
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1?" firſt” Tubſeribers:' however, as you 
Mere gad, did ſet their hands to the 39 
Articles, to ſignify that they believed them 
> all true and orthodox. Dr archie- 
Pifeopi'& epiſcopr utriuſgus prouinciæ regni 
Anglia, in facrd ſynodo* provinciali Iggitime 


congregati, recipimus & profitemur, ut 
Feres a orthodox os, manuum noftrarum 
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02) 5, Pats com ew n 
faid; in the 35 article, The homihes con- 
hors 4 godly Ee . doctrine, % ne- 
celan fer thele times, arc deacon &. George 
. e p. 246) delivers, bis ſenſe 
of the matter in theſe. words: That is, 
for the times when the ' homilies were ſet 
forth; Bot Now, adds He, the caſe is 
much altered from what it Was. Then“ 
This cannot and (I ſu at's will not be 


denied by any who duly underſtand the 
! in theſe reſpects, between dhe 
preſent times, and thoſe. wherein. the, ar- 
Ades and homilies were compiled. And 
dg not this obſervation.” loggen to its a- 


Hier? viv. Concerning 4 form of fub- 
ſcription 


different -from that which i 
12 and mote ſuitahle tb the ꝑreſent 
times and occaſions; which, in regard. 40 
theſe matters, are ſo greatly altered from 
the former, and ſeeen ithietofore; dorequire 
ſome mare cm, reglaVeg ib 
eee e e 

ge, that th, orig 
form may, with ſuffieient i ſafety water. 
Priety, anfier fuchapurpole; 5 WIGI2ah. 
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g ſubſeribe to theſe articles At 
of pious declarations, Han neſtly in a 0 
e 
in the church of England; and fable to 


the compilers for the ſervice of 
che timet wherein they were compiled (r). 
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in gate and 8 many /cages,in chem., 2 con- 
* in, 11 "Nets m wholefome Is ant, for t pur poſe 

r which they N ned. Fbeſe 

a Over {calls cem, muſt in reaſon Ibe interp 

© 1fhyourably,.; Elfe how can the objectors. themſelves 

. ſubſcribe them?- It was objected, about the time of tha 
0 dat tue Bemilies call the ' apcryphe the | 

= of tht holy Ghofl, To wbich Dr. * 
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book of homilies ſpeaks according 10 the commop lan- 
guage; of he tipies, N ſo DX of „Keeſens 


* 1660, p. ur net allo acknow- 
me that in bf; Giſcoul riptarer” are often 


applied, as they were then u not ſoncritfcall 
as they haye been explained ice that time”, On art. bs 


R the way, we may ſuppoſe, that the ſenſe. i in which 
the cqrp! ers, und derſtood th the 1cr1 tures, Was the Tenſe in 
which they. would have theit articles as well 36 ho- 
milies > * fubſeribed: And would they have rejected 
8 have ſubſcrihed 7 250 mY Would 

X have fe 


as na enera 
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Dr. Bennet fays, the 70 ts dich n 


Pate = true ſenſe of St, Paul in their eleventh 
article (and, Bp. Burnet; concedes as much,) are we 
Ea to lert by our ſabſeription, that they did 
underſtand him in the true (fenſe? . ib 4 in 
what ſenſe ? — The 34th canon ſays, that 
for. orders muſt confirm. the account they give of Tet 
faith according to the articles, « by ſufficient teſtimg- 
nies out of the holy ſcriptures ”, The compilers have 
plied us with none of thoſe teſtimonies, excenting in 
two or three places; and in the 8th article, they on- 
reſer to the ſctipture in general, a proving the contents 
ol it 5+ by molt certain ws without exhibiting, 
or painting to, any. particular paſſages: which ſome 
may lock upon as doing nothing, tho others may con- 
ider it. as a diſcreet forbearance, To ſurmiſn us however 
with ſuffic ĩent teſtimonies to this purpoſe, Mr. Waelch- 
«man and others have given us ſome, ſpecimens of this 
kind: Whether to the real advantage of ſtudents pre- 
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no other” iſe or e arent 
turn at thei? Ref Tout 8 Vs 
to make the word of God 3 = : 
an, and to call it forth in ſupport of any 
ip ſhall happen to W Eo its" is 5 
pollions 8 Mio 3 *with'' tent, 
gry bert th oof fo N 
the 8 en in; 
ter. — As" to /ub/er iption, we find that = 
more early days of It, forme Uberries were den 8 
oder ibers in to the ſenſe, making —.— 
allowance, Out of candid. judgement, where they 
not ſo thorowly. approve of certain r 
finitions in ſome particular articles. Hus the 
. of the Admonition. * For the 17 8 concerning 
the ſubſlance of doctrine, vſing x godly interpretation 
hr n which are either too 
ele too 1 n we were and are teady, 
a * according, to ile, 45 lubſWibe ve ehe 
. Articles of religion Which" only \ctucerne u 
7 Ta Jaith, and the doftrin of. the | 
| corp 1018 un lole inprintad, &. And thele are re- 
te elented +. ordered to be ſubſcribed, as" continia 
7 . ind godly thri/fian tefrine, Wöſch was e 
racer 557 of the homilies, and we may preſume that 
both bac are to 15 ſubſcribed in OI ſenſe. 
pon N 1 is fit that every one ſhouſd ſat 
| bi own ang * y is rae whb' wp eve | 
ft ka th he attownch?, | Rem" 245. 


. ed.) p. 143, note e. See mote in Whiſton's 
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AN is ſuch A ſubſeription 40 bhig 
unprecedented. In the year 1863, the 
learned and conſciencious j profeſſor of di- 
vintty at ·Struſhurg, \ en 
ſomt of the articles of the anguſtan con- 

feſſion, to which he was required to ſubs, 

ſeribe, heſitated and expoſtulated upon the 
ſubzert far ſome time, but at laſf, upon 
mature: conſideration, and for the fake of 
econſented, and was allowed, to ſub - 
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—Strype's life and acts of Archbp. Grindal. 

b.. ch. 8. See the account of Mr. Beau - 

mont's Subſeription, in the Coꝶfeſſona (ad. 


three Tracts, 1742, p. 13. 232. 
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6. DR. Tm. Puller, in his book intitled. 
The moderation of the church of Eng · 
land”; Lond. 1679, gives us an exemplar, 

as he ſtyles it, of 77 oderations taken 
by him, we may ſuppoſe, out of the. re» 
giſters of ſubſeriptions in the offices of 


lome of our-biſhops, and by them Approved 
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Fre re erg 
tions, are , impoſſible 40 — 5 
any other ſooting \tban that 
2 222 — be ow, Deng 95 
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But by referri y 19 
7 —— criterion. of 


very ny upon this heady VV 


os into'P/ayere s ap Where 
eee of this; Where it ap- 


rs; that even in the Nos or aw 
Þ nnd cm vin, men. gr the greateſt note 
and authority among the divines, of, the 
:churet:of England, varied egregioully a- 
bout the ſenſe of ſeveral, of her R 
In what ſenſe * they f ibe 


VALE S792 For, 


vrho 
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For, that they all did ſubſcribes; is ces⸗ 
tain. And in what ſenſe can it We 
that the moderns do? To be ſure, e 
man in his own ſenſe, if in any. I 
entiments,. muſt be 
thought to ſubſcribe in a ſenſe agreeable to 
his tem... And: yet, of- that great leader: 
or hath bop Soon that he . ee 
ipture & he theught Proper, and ve 

erently from Fs Hear We 

«It has been always lawſul in the chri- 


ſtian church; to explain: differently; ſome 


obſcure es in the holy ſcripture. 
No bod — this more 2 
Calvin himſelf: for he has put — 
hundreds of paſſages, a different ſenſe from 
that of the ancient fathers, and even upon 


ſome paſſages which concern the doctrine 
of the ttinity, and of the divinity of Chriſt”... 
Abr. of Btundt's 5. p. 346, & 


Ke - And: 
at the ſynod of Dori, our divines could 


determine nothing poſitively condern- 
ing the ſenſe of ſome of our articles, and 


therefore referred the points in debate to 
the deciſion of the N R. father of o; 


church at home p. 46% 32 Mr. 
Playſere ſeems to think, nay he ex 
ſays, that the 17th — in — 
had not been underſtood, and may not 
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yet be fully apprehended, even by great 
— be 9 Lal 367% The in- 
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N doubt: Hu may of 

eren and man arg ſtilla und er cona 
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cen Eliza thut noa rphintiri 
ho have not hetn mut 
ſant iii the / wyritings of the forme 
theſe two reigns, ſeen. 10. thinks an 
/calyiniftie tenets. prevailed; herd e 
then. But I cbuld ſhew.¶ if ib were acedfirly. 
that cha 1 of gur firſt refarmers 
88 points, were genttally latget and; 
Tam ſure, in the mam. lets our! 
— to — dibek! Hon ths 
. ards, rom 
di ctates of etched iy wht 
bi ni alin: H 11 full MAU 
BU do you vimigine,s that thuſe he 
1 aud his fſſocistes, uch 
a 6 
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or that ell ho, Jubieribed 10 che Berg. 
canons, did - thorowly approve of / the 
-E-fGnd> it otherwiſe, and we ſhall alwa) 
find it otherwiſe; whatever forms, in 't 
common way, .are/preſcribed for ſublerip- 
tion. Scarce any two men agree exactly 
in mare ſenſe wherein they ſubſcribe this 
or that article. And who: ſhall judge of 
their conſciences reſpectively ? Be the to 
themſelves.” They alone ate anſwerab le 
to God, for what they do, or decline to do, 
herein. Others ſhould not intermeddle: 
Or if they do, they go d. bee their ſphere, 
and are anſwerable to the ſame God for 
the uncharitableneſs - of their cenſures. 
What haſt Thou to do, to judge the'ſer- 
vant of Another? He is not Thy ſervant, 
nor to be judged by thee. 1205 eve 
man to his on conſcience, and to God, 
who is greater than his conſcience and 
Go dan e all ge ru, „nr 
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F7 "kg wee! 1 e a. ang) ey Gal 
_ fay; that I do not, I cannot in reaſon, 
juſtify impoſitions in theſe matters. The 
impoſers alone, if any, do or ſhould beſt 
know, why they are pleaſed to continue 
them upon their „ ut nant It is plain 
to me, that ſome at leaſt, chaps "many, 
ho ſubſcribed to the debrees of Dort, 


would gladly have n excuſed from ſub⸗ 
"» ſcribing. 
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l wWnethet Fang or all 1 (fd the 
petta to Ce ſubſeribed abſolu 
6000 8 3 250 F canhot belt; — 2 , 
them look to i; And aner for it} whom: 
it doth cöntern. of Wet am ſute 3 Fol 
Bebdass, mitiſter ſſor irons! 
church of Geneva; c g 10 W | 
| 8 Ws from fa rin 
ately me at Eton Mtl. 
low of that Collegen age ere unt 
me oy op opinion, in ſome points co 
E S ptofefftens Dort , as Wo 
= Wenden the diffetene ſenſe f. nt” reel 
urch at Gen va;” from” the = OR 


Meds he” called * Callun rand 
Cat (idee 
. r 4 ſaith Niels i n 


Si babes "the ſome profeſſors” huve 
fubſcribed;' with great remonſes: ofen 
lence, thing s which they abhorredb 
now it b heir own complaints Fknow: 


alſo that Dr. Vſſius, *before-the ſynod a 
rt, "poke of feveral* things otherwiſe 
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ders: anch teaah them in his, 15 | Jab 
learned man was afterwards mad Aber ofcfor 
of rhetoric, tho he gefuſed to | 
Ker wht the ſynad, of Dort, hn to, 
_— the\dlergy; condemned, in his 
ee ahridgernent, Pas, . 
ee 27 1 420 FF ee 
Wu i werrefle onthels palffges, ad 
the; diſoouragements ſo frequently. falling 
ta the ſhare of learned and ingeniqus! men, 
upon the ſcore ef ſubſcriptions, Can we 
forbear — — were. generouſly and 
fairly droppad andi conſcienoe and-gudge- 
ment left free ?-— To remove ſcruples, 
and givo reaſonable content to honeſt men 
of different perſuaſiuns; Would. ĩt ey ba 
an caſi matter, and fitting too, | 
the ſenſe of ſeripture. in all Soul 
points {where conſcience. ; 
is conterned) undeeided.?- Takes for ins 
_—_ Tus: 16 MY a The Ro. 
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been liberally e * have 3 lberal en- | 
timents, upenithe.beſtfoundaticn.—*« W hat-a flayery!' IG 
—— with ſome diſpleaſure, when he kne-wm 
nat how to refuſe ſetting his hand to ſomething in- 
ſiſted upon from him by the haughty and overbearing | 
converticle of Dert. Abr. of Brandt's hiſt. p. 4396" x) 99 
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4% ? Win you ſwear that : your deo 
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111 . Wh mo 
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bl 7 rings we 40. 2 2 at of otders chey cry $ 

an and db err, But n 

He rug Why. then then do we not believe, that we 
onllis hag) poſſibly ex, even in thoſd reſpe te in 
which we imagine chem to ert? For pobody sis u:? 
aa nor is any one, how holy” de ver he be, ent 

ter from error. Even lovers of truth perſusde them!” 
rants mat they ſte things in che fripture tee] which, 
nevght@eteſ nd dody elſe can find in it. 

1 ſuch 1 and milapprehenſions aft, . 

e 1 my fo much 1 in {ts Rane und G 

lons, very good men Yo often embrate and defend er. 
oh for truths, | even in ſuch a manner as, zealoully to 
coup truth itlelf, whilſt they are maintaining = | 

at are falſe, — If any one in human affairs Gen 

nut) differs from me in opinion, and avrohgamey I um. 
requized,. by the avthbrity of the Lord, to forgive — 

buthe that differs fram me in che buſineſs of faith, if be 
5 45 he does not wrong Me, but his own Niere, 
Mifter lorgives him, obght I not ta % 

08 ſame ? — Brauur : um t. mes thro 
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tatbr, thatiic ſenſe of our chutch/ in this 
mutter is right; and if God ſhould then 
alk mey Why Lſembraced this opinion, 1 
would with aſſurance ſay [an aſſutance in- 
deed, ] u. .doewſti”. — On the other 
Hand, a learned doctor of our church, de- 
dlared with no leſs confidence, (and, I 
think, with truth too, tho at the ſame 
iſme with vchemence enough,) *.Upon 
my Joul; there is nd ſuch turning off the 1 


into Chriſt's body us the papiſis aſirm 
in Vines 5 treatiſe of the ſacrament, . Nay 


— You perceive from theſe and the like 
facts, how. unequitable it is to determine 
for others, and that it is better not to be 
ptory in your deciſions. Others 
ave a right to interpret as well as you: 
And will you debar them of this privilege ? 
If you think they may miſtake the ſenſe, 
why may not you alſo miſtake it? Is this 
impoſſible ? or is it always improbable ? 
Give your own ſenſe, if you pleaſe, and 
nobody can blame you, if you do it mo- 
deſtly Bp hace): But if you impoſe 
your ſenſe upon others, Who gave you 
authority to do ſo? And why may not 
thoſe others, with equal right, impoſe 
their ſenſe upon you ? Which I am ſure 
you would not like. Why then ſhould you. 
do to another, what you would A 
| another ſhould do to you ? 
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4 1 Mort, concerning ſuch matters, the, 
ſcriptures/ being left free, as they ought. to... 
be left, every man of common ſenſe, and 


common honeſty, comparing {cripturewith, 
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